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HE Pilgrim's Progreſs has been 
_ repeatedly publiſhed with expla- | 
natory notes, and the ſerious readers of 
that pleaſing book have been thankful 
for the aſſiſtance thoſe notes afforded: : 
for though experienced Chriſtians oo 
underſtand the allegory in general, yet 

there are particular parts of it ſo thickly 2 

covered with the veil of metaphor, tat 

ſome help was thought neceflary, 
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Thoſe notes, though excellent, were Ws 
little more than bare hints at the author's  * -/ 
meaning; and being printed together 
with the book itſelf, many perſons, al- - . 
ready poſſeſſed of the book, wereobiiged _ 
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td , to purchaſe it again, if they would reap 


the e the notes. The author of 


\ 188 perſons are poſſeſſed of the ee 
Vuuith, or without notes. Moreover, this 
” form gave him more ſcope to improve, 
aud apply the doctrines of the author re- 
llative to Faith, xperience, and Practice. 
God our r Saviour bleſs the 1 ah 
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bas iully vindicated the Metaphorical 
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Law 


Authorities are indubitable—his Argu= 
ments clear and conchufive—and the N 
End he propoſes, highly valuable and 
important: that is, that the Inſtructions 
of Truth may be received with Ple : 
| retained with an almoſt Im- 
poſſibilit) of Forgetfulneſs, through 
the deep Impreſſion which Metaphor 
& Art thou for ſomething rare and profitable? _ 
« Or wouldſt thou fee a Truth within a Fable? 
Art thou forgetful? or wouldſt thou remember 
From New-Tear's-Day to the laſt of December? | 
Then read my Fancies, they will tick like Burs.” , 
. 4 ©. I 7 
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m1. PREFACE. : 


__ This hi ghly valuable and important 
E gd, is not likely to be anſwered in any 'S 
great Degree, unlefs the Fable be well 
underſtood: Mr. Bunyan 'was well 

aware of this; and, bein earneſtly de 

ſirous to be fully underſtood, thus ad- 
dreſſes and counſels his Readers, in the |, 
admirable Concluſion of his Book, 1 


« Now, Reader, I have told my Dream to tee, 

« See if thou canſt interpret it to mea 

« Or to thyfelf, or Neighbour ——= » 30 8; . 
Put by the Gan k within my Vel, F 

“ Turn up my Metaphors, and do not fail! 

« There if thou ſeekeſt them, ſuch Things thou'lt find 


% {As will be helpful to an honeſt Mind. 3 


e ; 


The Allegory often alludes; to- the . 
5 Times in which the Author lived, and 
thoſe which preceded · it: alſo to the _ 
Mlaxims, Manners, Prejudices, and Bi- 
gotry of thoſe Times, and the Suffer- 
ings of godly conſcientious Perſons from 
theſe Sources. Readers who lived in, 
or ſoon after the Author's Day, could 
much better underſtand ſuch Parts of 
his Allegory, than modern Readers can; 
| unleſs it be thoſe who have read and 
e 700 Hiſtory of thoſe Times 
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fore difficult to underſtand; except. b 


Writings; by which: Means, obtaining 
a Knowledge of his Mode of thinking, 
When he ſpoke or wrote without Me- 


to thoſe who have not- had 
theſe ue it may be — 4 

and profitable to be able to enter 1 5 bs 9 
the Author's Meanings. 3) og I 

Many Parts of the Allegory, 8 hich 
hive: no ſuch Alluſion, are, howeyer. © > 
juſt, very dark and myſterious; there - 


Perſons who were uſed to the Author's: 
Miniſtry, or who have ſtudied his other 


taphor, they became better qualified 
than others to enter into his Similitudes. 
Let it be further obſerved, that 
the Syſtem of Chriſtianity alluded to ' i 
throu ghout the Allegory, is the Calvx al 
viniſtic, or as it is denominated in the; _ © 
. preſent Day, Evangelic: and the Modes 
of Religion alluded to, are thoſe ß f 
Nonconformity. Perſons unacquainted TT 
with the above Syſtem of Doctrine or 
Modes of Practice, muſt: blungeri ex! 
ceedingly i in rue e to rene - il 
Abo 8 Meaning. 77 <4 $3920 85. -..- 


ders, muſt be conſidered as a deſirable 


=I 


3 lb PREFACE. 


e d ed important. 


1 Bar to the Underſtanding of this Al- 
legory, is, that the greater Part of it 
relates to Chriſtian Experience, under 
different Diſpenſations of Providence, 
and in different Situations of Mind. 
Shewing how the Lonxp, by his Spirit, 
inſtructs, leads, and guides his People; 
ſupports and delivers them inall that va- 
riety of Changes which paſs over them; 
which, from whatever \Cauſe 
ſpring. muſt work for their good, and 


produce their Encreaſe in the Growth 


ff thoſe Graces which conſtitute (that 


Halil without which no Mat ſhall ſis· 
the LorD. Weak Chriſtians muſt 


ently be at a Loſs to get at the Au- 
or's Meaning; and as to thoſe who 
are Strangers to Gop and themſelves, 
the Whole muſt appear an ingenious 
entertainin Something, to which hex 
can fix no Neaning. 

A Key that will unlock the Myſtery 
of this entertaining Book, and open all. 
its Inſtructions to every Claſs of Rea- 


1 * for tis a 27 that ſerious godly 
| Perſons, 


; x F * 8 ; 
; | „ 1 4 
ä 
pt 4+ * "» = 
: o ä 
Th —_ "2 2 
E. — A 
* 4 « 1 E 1 1 
_—_— „ 
l N 99 
N * 2 99 
4 * e » 4 
OR. 7 3 
4 4 „ 2 
: , #35 
1 A * 


PORE Re read thi Nook: GE Sow: 
ſtruction, ſhould mils any Portion which 
_ our: Author deſigns to give them: and + 
it is equally a Pity that thoſe who read ,_ 
it only as àn entertainidg. Tale, ſhould 
be ſuffered to lay it dow, without an 
. e being offered them o 8 
Profit, as well as Pleaſure Such a Key. © 
is attempted in the following Sheets:  . | 
how far the Writer hag ſucceeded, he 3 
leaves others to judge; he has done 
' what he could, and as Gon works bk Þ 
Means, and it is our Duty to uſe pro- _ 
bable. Means in promoting the beſt In= © 
tereſts of Men, he hopes that his En= © 
 deavours will, not be. N vain. If the „ 
Pilgrim has been an edifying Compa- ." 
nion, even while he puzzled his Re 
ders, may we not hope. 9 will be more 4 
ſo, When more plainly underſtood. 4 
% The Editions — ilgrim's Progreſs 
| has paſſed through, are. very numerous, 5 58 
all of them furniſhed with very brief 
Notes and a fe Texts of dr i. 
the Margin, which give a little Aſſiſtt. 
_ ance to the Reader, yet ſo little as dane 9 9 
hi glmoſt da e find him. „ 
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PREFACE. 


I the Year 1776, an Edition was 
. publiſhed with brief Notes to illuſtrate 
the more difficult Paſſages of the Pit. 
| pad s Progreſs; theſe Notes are of con- 
iderable Uſe and Help'to the Reader, 
-and the Author of them deſerves Praiſe 
and Thanks for his pious Labour or 
Love: they do not, however, preclude 
the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs 'of an At- 
tempt to explain the Allegory more 
fully. That Annotator does not pretend | 
2 55 75 ofitive that he has always taken up 
the Thought the Author had upon Bis 
Mind at 11 Time of Writing, fat he 
thinks there are few” Plates: i on iwhich' he 
16 in Danger, greatly miſſi ing it, - Bt 
hopes that he has propoſed no Nligtration, 
but what will be found agreeable to the 
Analogy of Faith, and the Experience of 
\ Believers, This candid and humble 
Declaration, perſuades. the Author of 
the — Sheets to believe, the 
Annotator will not be offended with - 
him for attempting to carry the Welk 
of Explanation ſtill farther on, and will 
permit him, without grudging, to avail © 
himſelf of his excellent and 105 
Notes for that Purpoſe. . 


In 
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In the Year 1778, another Edition of 
the Pilgrim appeared, with Notes ex, 
planatory, experimental, and practieal, 
y Mr. sow, but neither does that 
Edition preclude the Uſefulneſs of this 
Attempt. It is alſo acknowledged here, 
that the Notes of that Edition have 
ſuggeſted ſeveral - of the "Thoughts, 
which have been dilated in the follow- 
ing Pages. „ Ty 
The, Mode of Explanation adopted 
here, is that of a Series of Letters to a 
Friend: this Mode is preferred to writ- 
ing Notes upon the Text, as it gives a 
larger Scope to dilate on the important 
Topics of Chriſtian Profeſſion and Ex- 
perience, alluded to in the Allegory : 
it alſo offers its Help to thoſe Perſons 
- Who are poſſeſſed of any Edition of the 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, without putting 
them to the Expence of purchaſing + 
anqttier.:. „% TY 
May the Prince and Forerunner of 
Pilgrims travelling to Mount Zion, 
ſmile on this feeble Attempt to aſſiſt 
his. Followers, and may they kindly 
accept the aſſiſtance offered them by 
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198 | 15 Life, dad conſequently much of the Pack 
to Glory, remains yet for you to tread; you 


have done wiſely i in chooſing this Subject: 
4 For, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Gop to lead 
you into Situations, and exirciſe you with 
Trials, analogous with thoſe of Buxyan's 
” Pilgrim, your Memory will furniſh you 
with excellent Things, ſuitable to your: 
Cie., n . 
. We are exhorted to hs F. er f l. 
who through Faith- and Patience inherit the 
* Promiſes. Permit me therefore to recom- 


mend to you the Man of Gon, whoſe Rid- 


dle we are to expound, as an eminent 
Pattern of F idelity to Gop and his own 
Conſcience in the Sight of God.” He was 
thoroughly perſuaded in his own Mind, 
and worſhipped Gop according to that Con- 
viction; leaving his Brethren, who differ- 
ed from him in Opinion, in quiet Poſſeſſion 
of their ow-n Principles; ; he cultivated, in 


his dwn Heart; the moſt affectionate and Nl 


4 be 


EE earneſty recommend to 'SyNTYCHE to avoid 


al Bigotry, and at the' fame tithe" to be 
at Paifls to know what is Truth, and act with 
5 according to His Principles. 
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rolent Sentiments - towards them. 1 


* 


„ 
* This Maß of God fuffered twelve mn 
Imprifonnicne for Nonconformity-to; . 
Forms of Religion eſtabliſhed by Law; for 
as to the doctrinal Articles of the Eftabliſh= 


eue, it does not appear that he deviated 


m them.” The Prifon was the Den 


e he laid him down to Sleep, and 
Adel this precious Dream: eaſy and 
calin under bis fufferings for Cnxrsr, he 


e layed his compelled Retirement from 
pub abours, in, preaching by his Pen. 


nan of anette 


erg lee | an en in 4 Priſon - His 
Bofids were noti*the Bonds of an evil Doer, 
but the Bonde c, e ow th 

To ſuffer Bonds* and Impriſonment FR 
Pes though honourable, and in reſpect 
eee miſed; glorious; is ne- 
veltheleſs bitter to the Fleſh, and repugnant 


to Oui natural Io of Lerty It is im 


poſſible we can « chooſe it but as the Alter- 
mitive of net denying our Maſter. Irsvs 
therefore adviſes this Difciples to fly from 
City to City, to to avoid Perſecution; but 
Where: it. could not be avoided without Sa- 
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iy 
from Se ſudden Fright, Sickneſs, or i 
minent Danger; and areeaſily e „ 
the ſilly Mummeries of Prieftcraft, The 
Entrance of God's Nurd gives Light te 5 
Foul, and the Reaſon and Lim rome of th 


4 2 of 


boly, j 4 
oF po: and feels the Dr of his Saha: 
if; nation for Diſobedience * and nothing can 
quiet, his Fears, and comfort his Heart, biie 
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hone a Belef e 2 5 what Go has 
there eker Death and Judgment are 
near to the Perception of the 
Mind: the awful Conſequences of ſtanding 
before God; appear in ſuch a tremendous 
Light, that all inferior Concerns are ſwal- 
the on? Thing needful : 


ir the Care © 
HEISTIAN is repreſented as ſtand- 
: ing 5 with his Face from his own Houſe. "Py, 
' | © Saving Convictions cannot be ſhaken off; 
+: tip are deep Impreſſions of Truth, which. 
$ make the Remembrance of T ranſgrelſio ons 

bitter; and the Regrets and Sorrows a 


. o — = 


7 . e f - 


_—— from that een * and laſt- 
ing. Mine Liguities, ſays David, are gone 


oper my bead : as an bequy Burden, they are 
foo heavy far. me. Tam troubled : Tam bowed 
down greath : IT go mourning. all the Day.. 


. Hence the Man i 1s deſcribed as having © 48 Aa 


great BuRpen c on his Back,” as complain- 
ing that © he is undone, by Reaſon of. & 
ByxDen that lay hard upon him, and which 
he fenreg would | fink him lower than the 
Grave.” ENTS 44455 5 1 5 
The Sorrows 200 Terrors of all "WES 
. ed Sinners are not equal in Degree, though. - 
they are the fame in Nature and Quality. 
Gop wounds in order to heal: his Wiſdom 
directs how deep to wound, and his Love 
prevents its being too deep. Thoſe Per- 
ſons therefore needleſsly diſtreſs themſelves, 
who fear their State is not good, becauſe 
they have not felt thoſe diſtracting Ter- 


reors, of which others ſpeak: and thoſe Per- 


ſons. are raſh and. g Who, having. Z 
| felt theſe Terrars themſelves, are. ſuſpici- 
ous of the State of thoſe who have not. Sor- 4 
row for Sin there muſt undoubtedly be, 
in true Repentance ; but the Degree of it. 
Ss fully ſufficient, if 1 it cauſes a Sinner to. 
flee A the Wrath to, c ome. Apizations of 
the 


Be | 0 
4 the Mind.are not) the Standard by which 
ve are to:try:the Truth of Grace. 
The Man was © clothed with Reeg % 
Fran that ſenſe of Shame, as well as 
- Guilt, which the. ayakened-. inner feels, 
© Perſons of delicate Senſibility are greatly 
aſhamed to appear before their Equals, 
much more before their Superiors, in rag- 
ged and, fqualid: Clothes, Dreſs, in the 
human rue ER much. to procure | 
Cann ne from hence is 
borrow king y, figurative La 
guage « of — Prophet, All our Righteouſneſſes 
are as filthy Rags. Therezare no Perſons, 
however bad. and wicked, but have done 


ſome good Things, or are poſſeſſed of ſome 


good Properties; they are too ſufficiently 
ſenſible of it, and value themſelves upon 
the ſuppoſed, Merit of theſe Things: theſe 
are, ina Figure, their beſt Clothes; and 
they love to appear in them before others, 
that they may ae their, Eſteem and 
Reſpect. le Ain: Ge 10 81 2 
When the Mind glances toward Gao, 
and turns that Way, as it ſometimes will, 
in ſpite of Hell and its own native Enmi- 
ty ; theſe Things conſtitute its Dreſs, and 
keep i it in Saugt ne Gon, 7 1 thank thee, 
have ' 
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Fir Shed vr AGM tehinidba;r 
an =. and ae When, therefore) the we 
ned 70 4 LONG and ſenſe of ee 
. Regacde ee to his ge 
ä Nis | a rib rtjes;/ in ag. 
theſe will res ere his Favour: but he is 
forced to view them now by that ſame ſa- 
__&&d Light, Which ſhews him his Tranfgreſs 


fions and Diſobetlience. Alas how great 


His Surprise! tis Rke chat of a Man, WBG 
going 16 his is'Wardrobe'to put on i A Court 
er finds it to be e nothing but. ml Raps. 

That free amd glorious" Grace may be 
Kirably exalted,” and the Salvation held 


forth in iche Vuſpel be Meble and w well 


tome; tlie Sinner muſt ſee his RAO 

A well as feel! his BURDENED Conditions 
miſt be aſhamed of all he has accounted 
his Righteouſneſs, as well as aſhamed of 
his Sin and Tranſgreſſion. No Evawtoklrisx 
can with Propriety tell him of the'Wroxer 


Garg, or point him to the SuTNIx CLI Sur, 


till ke is found KAceld, Bo&DENED, Ia 
LIVE, and ekrire-obr, What muſt. 7 as 
= 3 ö CCC 1 
Gop works by the Meant of his Word! 
| whether by reading or hearing it, is 0 
mat 


W 


py * 


* 


* 


ge * 


it is the Words of that Book, and Faith comes 
by Hearing, and Hearing dy the Word.of Go, 
Mark farther, though-this\Poog diſtreſſed 
the Man, he could not lay it by: it was 
the Companion of his ſolitary; W 
he read it with Tears and Prayers. When 
God has the Heart, the Word be- 
comes precious; and even before. it gives 


Comfort; is more prized than necefſary Food, 


A proper View of our own Danger as 
Sinners, will awaken a ſuitable Concern 
for the Danger of others; eſpecially our 
dear Relatives: and, however for a While 
ve keep our Sorrows to, ourſelves, that 
Concern wilh make us ſpeak to them. Here 
Chriſtian; he is firſt mortiſied by the Pity 
of his Friends, for his ſuppe ſed Frenzy; 
and then wounded hy their Ill- nature, for 
ing in his Teſtimony. Jnsus cane 
to fend Hine upon Earib, to aiuide Houſebold. 
\ them/elves, ito mate 4 Max, „ Foes 
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A a 5 has been forced to give yp” | 


domeſtic Happineſs t to ſectire their eternal 


" Intereſts : they that are after the Fleſb, will | 


 perſecute thoſe i that are after the Spirit. 


Evan 18s Converſation: with, and 


1 Counſel to the Man, point out what-ought 
to be che Conduct of Miniſters of the Goſ-- 


pel towards Perſons under Concern of Soul: 


and, in Proportion as love to CHRIST and 


the Souls of Men fills their Hearts, they 


will attend to this Duty, and endeavour to 


bring the Sinner to the Knowledge of a 


| SAVIOUR. Let us, my dear Friend, attend 
to the ſeveral Parts of the Work of an 
F as marked i in the Allegory. _ 


Firſt, to ſingle out P s under Diftreſs 
e Soul, and with an affectionate Courteſy 
to encourage them to open their diſtreſſed 
Hearts; and, by pertinent Interrogatories, 
aſſiſt them in laying open their Condition. 

© Secondly, to urge upon them the neceſ- 
kiy of going forward, and guard them 


againſt ſtopping ſhort of real Converſion; 


Conviction is not Converſion; and, 3 


all- ſaving Conviction leads to real Conver- 5 


ſion, all Conyiction does not do ſo. Felix 
trembled, but put off Converſion to a 
more conꝰ enient Sexſon, Miniſters ſhould 
Oe 5 manage 


5! ts 23 1 | * - = 
5 Anke with Prudense the Compaſſion * of = 9 
theit own Hearts, and not be haſty in open. =. 1 
ing the Conſolations of the Goſpel, nn = 
they ſee that nothing but a Saviour will : 1 
ſatisfy the Sinner: : till then they 2 
warned, as by Authority W N OD, „ "18 
ee 552 the Wrath to come. e 1 
x7 Thirdly, when the Sinner hut" its 3 RF 1 
8 a bere be muſt ty, and bat Be muſt do to be ES. 1 
ſaved, he is to be directed to CRRIST, as 1 
the · only Saviour, becauſe there is no other . © | 4 
Name given amongst Men, whereby we can le 
Javed. And no Man can come to the Father, 
that is, in Reconcilement and Peace, but 5 __ 
Him: But, becauſe the coming Sinners 2 
Ideas of the Saviour, and the Nature of  _ 4 
his Salvation, are often very confuſed: and = 
imperfectz he is to be taught to look to, + 
and ſtudy the e Account of, theſe 
Things. 15 
The Saviour, -whis! calls himſelf the. 
Door, and the ſtrait Gate; our Author re- 
preſents by. a little Wien kr placed at the 
Head of the Way that leads to Mount 
Zion, through which the Man muſt pas 
to get into that Way, and where he muſtt 
receive Inſtructions concerning it, to ſhew. c- 
that whe eas alone-we are introduced 
: into 


V 


13 - ow. a State of MY _ muſt receive 
7 Ts, from him all the Laws and Ordinances of * 
; that State. To abtain Faith in this Sa- 
VvViovn, the Word mult. be regarded as 4 
to the Feet, and a. Light to the Path, 
and taken. heed. to and credited as 4 ſure 
Word, which. will cauſe the Day: to daten, | 


to 

Anu the Day:ſtar ro ariſt inthe Heart. of 
NT to run: his Flight, be 
1 and what followed upon it, ſhall be the q1 
2 Subject of my next Letter. ;. 0 

| | The Things we have been conſidering, - p 

| my dear Syxrv cn, deſcribe the Ground th 

f vou have paſſed over in your Experience: P 
IJio'“ far at leaſt as relates to Conviction of 2 
Sin by the Law or Commandment, as pre- W 
paring the Soul for the Reception of Ixsus 1 
Cnxkisr. in You will bleſs him, becauſe he D 
bah opened your. Eyes: born of, and n 

| brought up in, a godly Family, your, Cal- ſt 
Hung and Converſion did not make you a il 
 _ Wonder, and a _ Gazing-ſtock | to them, Ml © 
ee. great your Cauſe of I hankfulneſs for | Y 

* this circumſtantial. Difference, as it has p 
5 ſaved you from Trials which would have : 
8 bitter to your Soul! May Jzsvs guide \ 


, you: tothe End. 


> prays AxpRkoxicus. 
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x HEN the. "F FR? of Truth Riding 
in the Core En induces a Perſon © 
to make an open Profeſſion of the Ways 
of Cn RIST, his carnal Friends and Relatives 
become ſeriouſly alarmed. for the Conſe-' 
quences.” In Bun vax's 8. Days, theſe Con- 
ſequences were great; a good Name, Re- 

utation, Efteem, and the Friendſhip of 
the Neighbqurhood, were ſure to be loſt: 


perhaps Trade, and worldly Circumſtances t 
greatly ſuffered; for there has been thoſe 
would not employ, or buy, and ſell, avith any 
that bad not the Mark of the Beaſt, or the 
Number of his Name. Fines and Impriſon- 
ments were alſo often the Conſequences of 


ſuch a Profeſſion. No Wonder Carrs- 


TIAN' 8 Wife and Children cried after him 


=_ 


to return. Carnal Relatives are in earneſt 


to diſſuade, becauſe ſuch Conſequences 
muſt affect their worldly Comforts; and 
ſeeing no Want of Cuklsr, they can have 


no Motive to loſe any Thing for him. 


What Strength of Reſalution, 18 neceſſary, 5 
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5 their own May and they will weary you 


9 26 1 


to determine a Man to withſtand the 8011 
citations of the Wife of his Boſom, and the 
Children of his Bowels? the Entreaties and 


Re monſtrances of affectionate Parents, and 


Brethren and Siſters? and to ſtand as the 


Butt of their unceaſing Reſentment, and 


continual Upbraidings? yet this is the Law 
of the King of Zion: If any 


an come to me, 


and hate not his Father and Mother, and Wife, 


and Children, and Breithrey and 8 ers, yea, 


and his own Life a 2 he cannot be my Diſciple. 
A Perſon thus circumſtanced, muſt, like 
CHRISTIAN, ſtop his Ears againſt the Plead- 
ings of Fleſh and Blood, and remember 


| ETERNAL Eres is at Stake. See, my SyN- 
TYCHE, how much it has coſt ſome, to be - 
good Soldiers of Jesus CHRIST, and what 


Hardfhip they have endured. | 
In the Characters of OssrIx ATE and 
PLiaBLe, we ſee, that though natural Men 


may differ much in Temper and Diſpoſi- 

tion, they all agree in Ignorance and Dif. 
like of the Truth. By Ossrinarte, is 
manifeſt, that while the Love of the World 


; rules 1 in the Heart, no Examples or Argu- 


ments, will prevail with a Man to ſeek a 
better Inheritance. Diſpute with them in 


with 


( 


5 27 4 „ 


with Cavils and Reaſonings: : but wing 
them cloſe to Scripture, . they are ſoon fi- 
| lenced, and fling away in Anger. PLIa- 


BLE ſeems to be the ſame Character with 


the Stony-Ground Hearers ;. pleaſed for a 


while with the bright Side of Divine Things ; 


and looking to the Crown, without conſi- 


dering the Croſs, they outſtrip ſometimes 
the real Convert: the firſt Rebuff they 
meet with, they do Violence to their Con- 
victions, and get rid of their Religion, as 


| ſoon as they can: A Conduct in which 
the Approbation of the World will 11 5 


mn in Countenance. 
It is very difficult for an avakeved, Sin- 


ner to maintain a Confidence, or even a 


Hope, that Goo will accept him, and Par- 


don his Tranſgreſſions for CHRIST's Sake. 


The Remembrance of former Tranſgreſ- 


ſions, with the aggravating Circumſtahces 
attending them; new Surpriſals into Sin, 
through the Force of preſent Lemptations; 


the riſing of corrupt and depraved Aﬀec- 
tions in the Heart; all theſe concur to 
ſhake the Sinner's Hope, and tempt him 
to deſpair; forming a SLouGn of DesronD | 
into which he ſinks, ſo that he ſeems like 


one Who! is fallen into 4 borrible Pit, and i 8 


B 2 ſinking 


3 r 26 1 40 

anking in miry C The Miniſters of 
Jesus have a. peculiar Charge to look well 
to ſuch dejected Souls. Strengthen ye the: 
weak Finds; ſays their compaſſionate Lox, 
and confirm -ye the: feeble Knees ; Jay io them 
that are of a fearful Heart, Be hong, , fear not, 
| your Gop will come, even Gob with a Re- 
compence; he will come and ſave you. What 
2 Mercy, when a poor deſponding Sinner 
obtains the Benefit of the affectionate En- 
couragements of ſome kind Servant of the 
Lord, ſome BarnaBas, who is the Son of 
Conſolation to his drooping Soul. For want . 
of this, ſome have lain under ſpiritual: De- 
jection for many Years. Miniſters ſhould 
alſo pay particular Attention to the Doubts © 
and Fears, of awakened Sinners, and often 
in their public Miniſtrations, point them 
to the Promiſes, of Acceptance, and For- | 
| giveneſs, which, like good and ſubſtantial 
lepping Stones, placed through the Midſt 
. of a Sough,” for the Benefit of Paſſengers; 
ſerve to ſupport the Steps of weak and un- 
certain Faltu. a : 
You, my dear „ I khow. re- 
member with Gratitude, the Benefits. vou 
derived from the Miniſtry of Evonias in 
an coming t to Y ESUS | CHRIST : ; he pointed 
you 


, L 
G 


—— 


„ 


you to the Steps, and though you ſometimes 
ſtaggered; you was preſerved from falling. 
J have often lamented that there are not 
more Preachers like Evoptas: but ſome 
attend only to thundering out the Law, to 
awaken Sinners others to ſtate and eſ- 
tabliſh the Doctrines of the Goſpel and 
others delight to dwell on the Privileges af 
the Children of Gov. - EuoblAs, Who was 
a Maſter Builder in all theſe Reſpects, 
thought it more important to beſtow a 
larger Share of his Attention to the weak 
Hands, the feeble: Knees, and the fearful 
Hearts. His Voice, like the Trump of 
Jubilee, collected Zion's Mourners round 
him. He knew. their Caſe, and applied 
himſelf to their Relief—he knew they did 
not doubt whether Irsus was a, Saviour, 
but whether he would ſave them. Euodias, 
penetrated the Thoughts of their Hearts; 
hunted out, and anſwered their Objections 
and Fears; and many Hunqreds have bleſ- 
ſed Gop. for him, as a Father hO had ber 
ne them through the Goſpel. nal ig ff lo. 
Alas! how many: are. the * and 
Tepe: that attend young Converts: 
Earth, as well as Hell, will ſtrive to turn 
them: away from Cuxlsr, to ſeek. Relief by 


ON e other 


. 1 5 J 
' eher Means, We read of ſome, who ſerve 
50. aur Lord Jisvs CurisT, but their own. 
Bellirs, and by good Words, and fair Speeches, 
deceive the Hearts of the Simple, Men who 
profeſs to be Friends to Religion, but have 
| dhe Art to accommodate themſelves with 
= one, that ſhall not claſh with their worldly 
Intereſt. Theſe WortDLy WISEMEN are 
dangerous Enemies to young Converts, | 
becauſe their decent Appearance, Sobriety, 
and Gravity, excite. Reſpect, and prevent 
Suſpicions of Danger in their Counſel, 
= Theſe repreſent the Trouble and Sorrow of 
= an awakened Sinner, as the Effect of a diſ- 
£ tempered Brain, and deſcribe the Profeſ- 
ion of the Goſpel, as a Way that is rough, 
tedious, unpleaſant, and dangerous: they 
teach, to ſtifle Conviction, and gain Peace 
of Conſcience, by a civil, moral, and ſober 
Life, as ſufficient to recommend to the 
Favour of God; they profefs a great Regard 
for the Letter of the Law, and attach them. 
ſelves to the faſhionable and popular Modes 5 
of Worſhip. 
A young Chriſtian may be ſeduced by 
the carnal Reaſoning of theſe Men, becauſe 
' they do not ſeek to turn him away from 


Religion. WosLpLy WISEMAN: would not 
have 
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I 
have ChRIsTIAN go back to the City of 
| DesTRUCTION, a State of apparent Atheiſm; 
but he would have bim ſettle in the Vil- 
lage of Moratiry. Now, who would ſuſ- 
pet Morality to be dangerous? indeed it 
is not ſo in itſelf; but the beſt Things when 
perverted, become moſt deadly and per- 
nicious. To truſt in our own Righteouſ- ? 


_ neſs, and ſo ſtop ſhort of CHRIST, is to ex- 


poſe our Souls to the moſt awful Danger 

of eternal Ruin, for as many as are of the 

Works of the Law, are under the Curſe. _ 
But, though a young Chriſtian may be 


| Keauced and drawn into this Snare, he can- 


not continue in it. Indeed, the LoR | 
could eaſily prevent thoſe who ſeek * 
rom committing ſuch Miſtakes, but 

ſometimes permits them to wander dem 


the right Path, that they may know the De- 


ceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, become | 


more dependant upon him, and more com- 


paſſionate to others: It is impoſſible that. 
an awakened Mind ſhould obtain even 
falſe Peace by the Works of the Law. 
The Spirit of the Logxp has opened the 


Eyes of his Underſtanding, to ſee the Spi- 
rituality of the Commandment ; ſo that, 
as the e Mountain appeared more high and 


CS = tremendous, 


IJ " tremendous, and ; its Thunders and Light- 
4 nings more awful and dreadful, when 
1 CuRISTIAN drew nigh to it; the awakened 
= | Sinner, ſeeking to the Law for Relief, only 
_ ſerves to manifeſt more abundantly the 
i Magnitude and Terror of the Law, and to 
_ Increaſe his own Guilt and Fear: this Si- 
| tuation is more dreadful than the 80 UGH, 
1 -. 0k Drspoxp. There, Doubts and Fears 
8 about acceptance with Cnklsr, kept the 
Soul from going forward: but here, tlie 
. Certainty of Condemnation from that which. 
has been choſen as the Hope of Life, fills 
__ - the Soul with Terrors which diſtract i it, and | 
1 from which nothing can relieve it but the 
Soße. 4 
—_ Well might Paul call it, me grant G 
3 * 2 of the bleed Gop. Glorious indeed, to 
> follow with its Mercy, thoſe who turn their | 
=_ | - "Packs upon it. Well might CuRISTIAN 


=. »:<bluſhfor Shame” at the Sight of EAN 
=. - GELIST. But mark SYNTYCHE, in the Dis- 
3 courſe of EvaNnGELIST, and its Effects up- | 
E on ChRIsTIAN; the ſevere Reſentments of 
| Gov againſt thoſe that flight his Mercy, | 
and turn away from the Goſpel. Let us, 
my Friend, Fear, leaſt a Promiſe being left 
10 of ORs Into his Rift, we Jhould Jo's to 
come 


4 


— 


© wi r * of — — a 9s a 


Li he- | 


Mind to obtain even falſe Peace by the 


with Fears of Wrath, and who from hearing 


| deliver their Conne from its Burden. 


7 . 
come ort of it; and let us labour to enter in 
to that Reſt, leſt we Jail oo the lane Er. 


ample of Unbelief. 
I faid, it is impoſſible for an "A 


Works of the Law. Permit meto explain: 
I do not ſuppoſe every one that is alarmed 


the Goſpel concerning Jesvs, ſets out to 
ſeek him, to be truly awakened : they may | 
be frightened, but not enlightened. It is 
no Wonder, therefore, if they gladly accept 
as their Relief, a Mode of Religion leſs 
troubleſome to the Fleſh, than the Croſs of 
Cuglsr. Being blind and deaf to the 
Spirituality of the Law, they ſee not the 
Flaſhes of- Fire, nor hear the Thunders of 
Divine Wrath: they approach the Law 
without Fear: no Wonder then, if a Re. 
formation of Manners, if they have been 
groſs Sinners, ſhould content them; and: * 
little MoraLiTty, or even Crvitiry, ſhould 


' Unhappy Creatures, by ſtopping; ſhort &#. 
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2 2 Should all the Form that en Aeris 
Aſſault my Faith with treacherous: Art, 2 : cal 
| « I'd call em Vanity and, Lies, ins 
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. E T T 2 1 III. 
Odd my e let us retire 
from the burning Mountain, whoſe 
| Neighbourhood is the fooliſh Choice of 
Pride and Self righteouſneſs :. let us ap- 
proach the Wicker GATE, *and attend to | 
the Heart inſtructing, and comforting 
Scenes of humble Penitence, and Divine 
Benevolence exhibited there. 
I am, ſays Jesus, the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life: no Man cometh to the Father 
but by me: I am the Door: by me, if any 
Man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved. Jesvs is 
the Way, as he is made of Gop to us, Wife 
dom, or ſaving Knowledge: Righteouſneſs 
to juſtify us from Obligation to Puniſh- 
ment, and to give a Title to Life: Sancti 
Acation, to make us meet for our Inheri- 
tance : and Redemption from all the Dan- 
gers which threaten us, that we may be 
. preſerves from failing, and be preſented 
Faulileſs before the Throne of bis Glory, with 
exceeding Toy. He is the Door, or entrance 
to all this Grace, He is repreſented, not 
8 ad 


23 
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w * 2 % = 


kept ſhut : the Sinner muſt knock: he 


caſt out: nay more, they are ſaved from 


| 1 23S ] „ f 2 
as FA ample Portal, of a "AR but as a 9 
firait Gate, a little Wicket that will admit 
only the Pilgrim and his Burden, the Sin- 9 
ner and his Sorrow. When a Sinner b- 
lieves the Word, and truſts in the Name ." 
-of the Lorp Jesvs for Pardon and Accept- 
ance with God, he enters this Gate, and 
3 the Way which terminates in Glo- 
This Gate, though free for the En- 
ee of all- who will enter thereby, is 


cannot open the Gate himſelf, another muſt =_ 
open it. We are ſaved through Faith, and . 
that not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of Gf. 


To all that knock, the Kindneſs and 2 * 35 
God our Saviauk opens the Door, he makes | 


no Objections to any, they are in uo wiſe 


thoſe ſore Temptations, thoſe awful ſpiri- 
tual Alarms, by which Satan ftrives to hin- 
der the coming Sinner. But let us view 
theſe Matters a little more diſtinctly. 

wo he Pilgrim knocked more than once or 
twice. Though Pardon and Life, are the 
free Gift of God, they muſt be obtained 
. Prayer, importunate frequent Prayer, 
that will take no Repulſe; like the Woman 


of Canaap, who thou gh repulſed more than 
once, 


1 b 36 1. 
once, would takt no Denial. The Sinner Tr 
"ot pray confeſſing his Sin and Miſery, 1 
the Plague of his Heart, and the Crimes of t. 
his Life: acknowledging the Juſtice of his Ml 
- Condemination by the Law. He muſt plead . | 1 
his Danger, Diſtreſs, and Wretchedneſs,'on - : 
Account of Sin; he muſt plead the Promiſes c 
of the Goſpel ; the Aſſurances of Succeſs, | | 
which have allured and encouraged him to - 
ſeek Salvation by Jzsus CnrIsT: nor muſt | 
he leave off, nor let the ins wy" the Co- 5 5 
venant go without a Bleſſing. e 


12 'Thous rh Worlds coolpic to "IE him thence, | 
1 Moveleſs and firm his Heart ſhould lie. 
e KReſolv'd, for that's his laſt Defence; 


a If he muſt periſh; there to die!” 


"Te 0. render the Bleſſings prayed for, more | 
welcome and valuable, they are ſometimes | 
_ mercifully delayed, and granted only to our 
Importunity. 5 
Remark, my dear Erigad, the good Will 
af Gop to the Children of Men: he re. 
. ceives without upbraiding. « We make 
no Objection againſt any, (ſays Goopw1L1.) 
_ notwithſtanding all they haye done before 
they came hither.” What Grace and Mer. 
cy l what noble generous Goodneſs! Good- 
neſs which Sony" the Sinner, 8 Heart, and 
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makes him more 4 of his winds 3 
Terrors and Fears may drive him ar firſt - | 
to ſeek the LoRD; but it is Grace, the 
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is Wh Riches, the Fulneſs of Grace, which — + 
d binds him the Servant of the Lord Gr 
never. 7 have Blotted out as a Cloud thy © 

8 &* x ranſgreſi ons, and as a thick Cloud thy Sins: i 
% return unto me, for 1 have redeemed' thee. . 
2 Sins and Iniguities J vill remember no if 
t "more, This is the Voice of pardoning i 


vs Grace, which makes the Sinner fay, Hhat © be 
"have" I to 0 any more with Idols? I bane _ 
' heard and obſerved ow "in Thee the Om - 9 
22 findeth Mercy. = 
Mark with what Toy the Sinner is Ne. "MY 4 "JF 
- ceived;” and how the Bowels of paternal " ll 
: Mercy ſound'over him ! Epbraim is hy , 


Son, be is à pleaſant Child, fut though I =_ 
"ſpake againſt him, I do 'earneftly remember 
2D bim fell. It is meet we ſhould make merry, 
for this my Son was. dead, Lag is alive re 5 


e was loft, but is fund. kt THOR _ 
85 Mark alfo the 'Pity bf the "Ears the” =_ 
thoſe-who fight his Mercy. “ Alas, be. "+." 


man, (laid GoopwlLL, ſpeaking of PIIA- 
| © BLE) is the celeſtial Glory of fo ſmall Ic. 
| 'teem with him, that he counteth-it not. 


Vorth waz a che Hazard of a ſew Dif. 
1 | „ ficulties 
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Te. 
ficulties to obtain it? How ſpall I give thee 
up, Ephraim? bow ſhall I deliver thee, tjracl? 
my Heart is turned within me, my Repentings 
are kindled together. And b holaing the City, 
be wept ever it, ſaying, O that ibu ha, 42 
known the Things that make for thy Peace.l 
If the Sinner is not upbraided of his 
God, he cannot but blame, and upbraid 
himſelf : he confeſſes, not only his Tranſ- 
greſſions before he was awakened, but 
his Wanderings and Errors afterwards, [ 
will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions to the Lox b, 
ſays David, and mine Iniquities wi JI not 
hide. ChHAISTIAN candidly confeſſes he 
was no better than PLiaBLe who went 
back, becauſe he himſelf turned to go in- 
to the Way of Death: that had it not been 
for the Mercy of Gop in ſending Evanos- 
| L1ST,. he had never got to the Gate. A 
pardoned Sinner is humble under the Senſe 
of Pardon, and afcribes the Difference be- 
twixt himſelf and others not to his o Cn 
good Conduct, but to the diſtinguiſhing 
Grace and Mercy of God in CHRIU IT Jesvs. 
Jesus is the Friend of Sinners, in ſaving 
his People from their Sins: he points out 
to them the high Way of Holineſs, which 


Was 8 marked: by bamdelt 1 in the Days of his 
Fleſh 


+ 
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5 mY by Patriarchs, and Prophets, atk | 
and by bis Apoſtles after him. This is the 


* 


ay in which they muſt walk to arrive at 
Moor Zion, being the only Path which 
4//* aeads thither. For without Helineſs no Man 
* 


ball ſee the Lorp. Along this Path let us 


his ¶ follow our Pilgrim, and mark the Difficul- 
id ties, Dangers, Combats, and Victories that 
fe attend him ; and may our Hearts treaſure 
Ut up the Cautions, and Comforts, our Attend- 
4 ance on CHRISTIAN may afford us. 
„ One Thing in this Allegory may appear 
. a little ſtrange, that CRTsTIAN does not 
8 get rid of his Burden at the Gate: becauſe 

9 we are told that Faith in C HRIST, always 


removes the Guilt of Sin. Let us remem- 
ber, that Faith in Carr can only pro- 
duce Effects in us, correſpondent to what 
ve underſtand and believe concerning him. 
We are to grow in Grace and in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord Jisvs CHRIST. Deliver- 
.ance from the Guilt and Burden of Sin, 
ariſes from an Underſtanding and believ- 
ing View, of that Sacrifice which atoned 


lieve enough of the Mercy of Gop in 
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for it. A Sinner may apprehend and be- 


Cats, to induce him to walk with Hope 
in the dad of Holineſs ; though not fully 
to 


5 Tt 40 
to keller b Conſcience from Guilt: te 
will obtain ba! Mercy, when he obtains 

the Knowledge of CurtsT'crucified. The 
Croſs is the Place of Deliverance ; © There 
(laid GoopwiLL) thy Bunbzu will fall 
from thy Back of itſelf.” 

As .a Chriſtian is to with by Faith, * 
-wot by Sight, he needs Inſtruction in the 
Things which concern his beſt Intereſts. 
"The Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, is given 
to guide unto all Truth, as the ſeveral Parts 
of it become neceſſary : he opens the Eyes 
of the Underflanding, and by Means of the 
Word, forms in the Heart, the neceſſary 
Principles of Faith and Fear. So CRRIS- 
Ax is fent to the Houſe of the InTzr- 
"PRETER, that he may be ſhewn excellent 
Things, and ſuch : as would be uſeful to bim 
in his Journey. 

Where is the Houſe of the 8 
where he exhibits his Treaſures of Wiſ⸗ 
dom? It is the Hour ScrIPTURES, SYN= | 
 "TYCHE, which you have known from a Child, 
and which have made you wiſe to Salvation 
through Faith which. is in Jtsus CHRIST. 
"Theſe you know are profitable for Do@rine 
far ; Reprod For 18 1 . A vt pas : 
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ig brevnſueſs : by theſe; 105 Hour Sriuir 


Peter the Man of Gop perfect, thoroughly 
urniſbed unto all good Works : continue to 
elort to this ſacred School, that you may 
Plways have Underfanding to keep bis Law, 


Bleſſed is the Man that beateth * Wiſdom, - 
watching daily at his Gates, and NN af 


om” Poſts of bis Doors. 

\  Je8us commands us to ſearch the Serip- 
ies! and affures us, that both in him, 
and his Followers, they muſt be futflleds: 


how important then is it for us to know 


what they contain? to underſtand their 
"ſacred Meaning and Import? This, like 
every other Blefling, muſt come by Prayer. 


When | Car18T1an came to the Houſe of 


the IN TEN PRETER, he! knocked over and 
over. And David prayed, Open thou mine 
Eyes, tbat I may behold wondrous Things 
bout of thy Law. Pray earneſtly, my dear 


Friend, that the Loxo the SyrrrT, may 
lead you into Trutb, for unleſs the IxTER- 


'PRETEX be with you, whatever Amuſe- 
ment you may get by the Scriptures, or 


whatever Speculations you may gather 


from them, you will ſtilt be without the 


"Houſe, and your Heart never the better · 
Knock then e and be not con- 
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tent with the Attendance of a Servant, but 
aſk for © the Maſter of the Houſe, and g 
the Uſe of his Candle.” | | 
The Houſe of the INTERPRETER, is Ju- 4 
diciouſly placed in this Allegory, near the 


Wickzr Garz, and at the Beginning of = 


the Way; becauſe Divine Knowledge is 
peculiarly important and uſeful to youfig 
Converts; many of whom are called out 
of the groſſeſt Ignorance even of the Letter 
of the Word: and even thoſe who from 
Education have ſome Knowledge of the 
Letter, are, till taught of Goo, Strangers 
to the Riches of Divine Wiſdom which it 
contains: the Followers of Jesus and his 
Apoſtles were therefore called Diſciples, 

that is, Perſons under Tuition. Thaſe 
Remarks no way imply that the Loxp dass 
not lead and guide his People in all their 
Way: The Houſe of the INT ERRB ETER is 
as neceſſary to the Believer of old danding. 
as to the Babe in CRISsTr. 

In the next Letter we will accompany 
Cnkls Triax, and the INTERPRETER, into 
the Apartments of the Houſe; and it will 
be our great Mercy, if we are as well pleaſ- 
_ ed and inſtructed as the Pilgrim was: the 
Things equally concern us, and the Guilt 


win 5 


/ 
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in be ours, if we do not Profit by them. 
ay we be Wiſe to underfland, and Prudent 
know them: for the Ways of the Lok are 
bt, and the Juſt ſhall walk in them ; but 


and 


ju- 


the 1 Funn ſhall fall tberein. Farewell. 
„„ | 33 
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LETTER 1v. 


-ISDOM, fora 3 bath Bulle 
her Houſe; ſbe hath bewn out ber 
ven Pillars. How applicable to the Houſe 
df the INTERPRETER; where ſeven impor- 
ant. Repreſentations, like monumental Pil- 
Wars, ſtand for our Inſtrnetion. Comfort. and 
Warning. 
Becauſe Faith comes by Hearing, 3 God 
hath ſo circumſtanced us, that the Miniſtry 
pf the Word is neceſſary to our Growth in 
race; he has alſo graciouſly provided for 
s in this Reſpect, by raiſing up and ſend- 
ws Men, furniſh'd by himſelf with Gifts 
| 1d Grace neceſſary for the Work: What 
| | - A 
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a Portrait is here given * ſuch a Man! 
he may well be called One of a Thouſand: 
bis Eyes lifted up to Heaven in affeQion- 
ate Concern for the Succeſs of his Minif. 
try, praying for Sufficiency of Wifdom 
and Grace for himſelf, and for Succeſs with 
thoſe who hear him. Je do not, ſays Paul, 
Ceaſe to-pray for you, and to deſire that ye 
might be filled with the Knowledge of bis Will, 
in oo Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, 
| that ye might walk worthy of Goo. 

His Hands hold the SackzD Vorume, 
as the Source of all his Doctrine, no! Fol- 
_ Jawing cunningly deviſed Fables, but taking 
* heed to the ſure Word, udying to Mero him- 
ſelf approved to Gob, a Workman that need 
not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth. Hence the Law of Truth is written 
on his Lips, becauſe, as one who has ob- 
. Tained Mercy, be does not walk in Craftineſs, 
nor handle the Word of Gop deceitfully, but 
by manifeſtation of the Truth, commenting 
himſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight 

of Gov. The Love of CnxisT conſtrains 

Bim to labour for the Souls CHRIST pur- 

chaſed with bis Blood: he turns his Back 


on worldly Emoluments, not Feeding the 
_ : | | F lock, : 


*J 


3 


3 T 4s. 1 
12 Man lock, and taking the Overſight of it for filthy. 
Oouſand: * 
ffection. 
s Minit 
Witdoml 
els with 
s Paul, 

that ye 
is Will 
anding, 


2rd over, but. an Example to the Flock. 
aiting for his Re ward till he Chief Po 
erd ſhall appear. 
This is the Man . by Jxsvs 
o feed his Sheep, and to be efteemed by us 
5e highly in Love for bis Work-ſake. 
Suppole my SYNTYCHE we contraſt this 
Portrait with another, leſs: amiable hd 
Diced, but not leſs faithful in its likeneſs ? 
viz. a Man, pretending to be a Miniſter of 
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muſt deſcribe him thus ; His Eyes roving | 
among his Hcarers, to mark their Number, 
and Quality, and from thence to take his, 
Meaſures accordingly : The beſt of Books 
furniſhes only a Motto for his Notes, and on 
his Lips is found Philo/ophy, and vain De 
coit, after the Rudiments of the W rid, a 
not after CHRIST 3 and leſt the Delicacy, of. ” 
the Polite ſhould be offended, couched; in 1 


1 
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ſtead of ſtanding as pleading with Men? bs. 
behold a cajefal Attention to the Allet 5 5 
tudes of agreeable Delivery: the Word 


all the Elegance of Claſſic Purity. Ins 7 6 
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is before his F ace, Popularity and Gains * 3 


jucre ſake, but of a ready Mind: not as 4 1 


Car15T, and obtruding himſelf upon Man- 9 
kind as ſuch. To form the Contraſt we 8 bet; 


#4 "£ 
A , Gar * 
„ | 
IF £58 1 RE 
4 Faw CN A 
1 . 
r 5+ Ia. 
. P 1 
. 


. 4 . 
vs v4 > e 


8 


the Conſequence e it, are never out of Ih 


Sigkt, and the Crown of popular Applauſe 1 
hangs over his Head. iS 
If Entertainment and en were 
the Objects of our Attendance on the public 4 
Miniſtry, we could not do better than to 
ſeek the Man whoſe Portrait we have laſt 
viewed; but if to find the MWord and eat it; 
to hear that our Souls may live; to be buill up 
in our m'ſt Holy Faith ; to be kept in the Love 
of Gob; if theſe Things are matter of Mo- 
ment with us? let us ſeek the Man whoſe 
Picture CuRISsTIAN faw: the Man appoint- 
ed by the Lord of the Place to be our 
Guide in Difficulties. Will the Man of, 
oppoſite Character, tell us where to fly from 
the Wrath to come? Will he tell us of the 
Wicker Garz? Will he ſhew us the SH1N= 
IVO LICHT as our Guide? Will he pull us 
out of the SLoucn of Drspoxp? Will he 
fetch us away from the BURNING Moun- 
ralx? Alas! No: from ſuch then turn away, 
remember who has ſaid, Take heed how, and 
what ye hear. 
From the Picture of the Miniſter, let us 
proceed to the Emblem of the Miniſtry, 
which points out its diſtinct, principal, or 
foundation Parts, and inſtructs us in the 


Uſe 


FF © 
t or e we ſhould make of them in Hearing. 
wid „ Ie Preaching of the Law has its Uſe, in 
4 f wing what is Sin; in declaring the 
ers ch of Gop againſt it; and thereby de- 
\lic oying the Sinner's falſe Peace, and falſe 
to pes. But all beyond this Effect, is En- 
aa iy and Horror, for - the Law worketh 
Wrath, and Tranſgrefſion abounds by Means of 
e Commandment. Do you aſk how this is? 
Dne who has felt it, can deſcribe it with- 
Put Difficulty. _ 
| Let us make a Similitude. A Man is 
onvicted in his Mind, that he has baſely 
affronted and injured another; he is told, 
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- and his own Heart believes it true, that 
he offended Party hizhly reſents, and has 
Power to make his Reſentments to be ſe- 


erely felt. What are the Diſpoſitions of 

Je Man in this Caſe? they are Hatred, 
hey are Hoſtile, they are diſpoſed to every 

Thing that may thwart the offended Party 

ſtill more: this is natural. But ſhould | 
the offended Party come forward with Diſ- 
poſitions of Peace inftead of Wrath, and 
confer Benefits inſtead of taking Vengeance ; 
bad as Mankind are by Nature, there are 
few Hearts that would not be melted by ſuch 
Conduct, at leaſt for the preſent Moment. 
The 


1 4. -h_ ! 
The Word of Tru th has taught us, this 
is the Way to conquer our Enemies: the | 
Preaching | of the Goſpel is ſimilar to this 
in its Effects: it holds forth Peace ander 
Reconc ilation to the Sinner through the 
Blood of Cuxls r: ſets before him forgrve- 
neſs of Sin, and the Gift of eternal Life : and 
aſſures him of the good Will and Kindneſs 
of Gop towards him—this deſtroys thei 
Enmity cauſed by the Law of Command- 
ment, and conciliates the Sinner's Affections 
to the Service of Gop—this Change is na- 
tural and rational, according to the Order 
of Cauſe and Effect; but it is the Grace of 
Go, that makes it permanent and ſaving. 


4 Tis Love that makes our chearful Feet | 
In ſwift Obedience move: | 

„ The Devils know, and tremble too: 
But Satan cannot love.“ 


Let us, my dear SYNTYCHE, make a wiſe 

Uſe of both theſe Parts of the public Mi- 

niſtry, by hearing them with Diſcretion. 

Turn not away from hearing the Law, 

as if it was an Enemy: It will be your 
Friend, if you 4% it lawfully : it will re- 
mind you of what you was: it will tell you Nr 
What you are, and what you ſhould be, If 
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he Law, in doing this; to allude to our 


Luthor's Metaphor, ſhould raiſe a Duſt 
the Parlour of the Heart ; you may de- 
2nd upon it, that it wants ſweeping : have 
courſe to the Blood of ſprinkling ; that it 
hay be ſwept and cleanſed with Pleaſure. 
Hearken to the Goſpel, not as an Opiate 
o ſtill the Irritation of Conviction by the 
aw, but as the Source of your Sanctifica- 
ion, coming with its ſweet and precious 
Influence, to diſpoſe your Heart to have 
Leſpcet to all Gob's Commandments ; thus 
rightly dividing, and ſuitably applying both 
Law and Goſpel, you will profit by both. 
Let your Converſation be without Covetouſ- 
neſs, and be content with ſuch Things as ye 
have: for he hath ſaid, I will never leave 
thee nor forſake thee. What a profitable 


Exhortation, and what a ſweet Promiſe to 
Fenforce it! Will Gop never leave nor for- 
Jake us? we ought then to be conteiit with 
what he gives us now, though it be but 


Wittle : the heavenly Inheritance will make 


9 
3 
1 


( 


amends for all. Promiſes are made to 
encourage Faith ; and we walk by Faith, and 
ot by Sight, Now among the Trials Faith 
meets with, are, diſtreſſing Providences, 
and 8 Profj ects 3 as to "er Sams. 
'C of 


of this Life; theſe ſeem. peculiarly deſign4 
cd to exerciſe our Patience. The Chil. 
dren of Gop, would be glad to have good 


well as others do; but their heavenly ra lf of 
ther Tees fit to deny moſt of them this In- | D 
. dulgence: for what Reaſons. we will not d 


4 751 the Loxp Shall be revealed from Heaven. 
Allr your Patience poſſeſs ye vour. Souls, is the 
Advice of Jssvs. How ſublime in Wiſdom! iſ 


? | however has aptly expreſſed its Import, by | | 


Chair, . his Governor would have 90 
him wait till the Beginning of next ome N 
for his beſt Things. 


to be, not as they moſt frequently are. 


the, Things which are ſeen, but at thoſe Things 
| which are not ſeen; for the Things which 

are. feen, are temporal, but the Things which 
are not ſeen, are eternal. Alas! how dif- 


16 3⁰ 7 
et 


Things now, and could reliſh them aif 


now conſider : but it is a Mark of heaven- 4 
ly Wiſdom to be patient under Sufferings 
and Trials, and wait for our good Things 


how extenſive in Meaning! Mr. Bux vAx, 


us, ſhewing a Child ſitting quietly in his 


Fw” po a 
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This is deſcribing Matters as they ne | 


Formerly indeed it was ſaid, We look not at 


e 


ferent che Caſe of many Profeſſors now! 
they would not indeed have all their Por- 
tion in this 11185 15 but they are exceeding 
| wretched, 


T3 
Wrctched, becauſe they have ſo little, Far 
m paſeſing their Souls in Patience ; they 
che Government of their Temper, 
os the Adverſities of Providence: - 
ty dare not indeed, directly quarrel with 
| 5, but fall dreadfully foul of Perſons, 
8 Things, which, as ſecond Cauſes, have 
Woduced their Difficulties. I cannot con- 
r ſuch a Diſpoſition, but as blamable, 
well as unhappy ; and the Conduct re- 
Iting from it, in a Meaſure ſinful. Right 
right, and wrong is wrong, eee e 
d we cannot help ſpeaking of Things as 
know them to be: but a Chriſtian 
ould look above, to a ſuperior directing. 
Wand. Gop will take from us what he 
aſes, and our Duty is to, bleſs a taking, 
| 2 well as a giving Gop. 
ou, dear SYNTYCHE, are as yet young, 5 
probably have much of Life before 
; what your Lot will be as to Tempo- 
Is, Gop has hid with himſelf. My Wiſh 
d Prayer for you is, that you learn to 
erciſe Chriſtian Patience: If your Pit- 
ce of worldly good is ſmall, remember 
at is laid up for you in Heaven. = quiet, 
d hope for the Loo. 
FT bc worſt Lot of Gop's People, is inſi- 
1 4 better than the beſt Lot of the Men of 
; | CE: 2 this 


2 
— 


= Eo we 


+; 


— 


. es * 


ERS.  - 


this World, becauſe of the Reverſion of 


each. The Chriſtian has his evil Things 


in this Life, and ſhall be comforted here- 1 
after; the worldly Man has his good Things WM 


now, and his Evil hereafter. As hereafter Wi 


will be eternal, 'it needs no great Sagacity 
to determine, which has the beſt Lot in 


the preſent World; Poverty, with the 


Proſpect of eternal Riches, or Riches, 
with the Proſpect of eternal Poverty. F 
But Men of the World are properly re- 
preſented by Passton, for their Paſſions 
only govern them: they will have their good 
Things now, or they are much diſcontented il 
and fretful: nay, they negledevery Concern, il 
but that of getting their Portion into their 
own Hands: yea, there be ſome who will 
have it, whatever unlawful and ungodly 
Means they make uſe of to get it; and 
laugh at thoſe ſimple honeſt Minds, who 
chooſe a different Conduct. Well, let them 
alone, and let not Chriſtians be like them 
in any Meaſure, for Gop laughs at them, for 
Fools; for he ſees thal their Day is coming. 
| Though ] believe, my dear Friend, that 
I have gone with you as far as the Simily 
will carry us; I will beg your Company 
yet a  intie farther, to what ] believe you 
will 
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Fl not think i is quite foreign to the Sub- 
Wt: it is to thoſe Motives to Patience 
ich do not riſe immediately out of the 
Nope of eternal Life, though connected 
With it. May the Gop f Patience grant 


Jeart and mine. | 
| The Covenant of 8 which ſecures 


emporal Mercies; and the Promiſe verily 


he Blood of CnEIsr, as that in which he 


ball never periſb, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of 1 my Hand. It is on this Ground 
our SAVIOUR reaſons, when he conſiders 


the Graſs of the Field, as clothed by Gop; 
that he will much more feed and clothe 
his own Children: nothing is more clearly 
revealed in Scripture, than Gop's provi- 
= dential Care of his People. 


his Saints, in the moſt conſpicuous Point of 
=— Vicw, and in a Point of View diſtin& from 
his general Providence, that he has ſo ma- 
ny poor among them. I do not mean 
poor in the abject Senſe of the Word, but 

I Perſons 


ey may have their full Effect upon your | 


ur ſpiritual Bleſſings, contains alſo our 
bou ſhalt be fed, is as firmly ratified by 


1 ſays, J give unto them eternal Life, and they 


© the Fowls of the Air, as fed of Gop; and 


Perhaps it is to place his tender Care of 


r 


C3 


nent Reſources, gather their precarious 
Bread under the Wing of his Providence. 


Gop has choſen the Poor of this World to be 
rich in Faith. The poor and the afflicted 
People are to Truſt in the Name of the Lox : 


Perſons who live as we ſay from Hand t 0 
Mouth; who, being deſtitute of perma- 


and why? if it be not that his tender Care 


of them may be manifeſted ? why muſt 


they truſt him more than others, if they 


have not a peculiar Right, and Intereſt, in 
him for worldly Things? This Right to 
” Care—this Dependance upon him 


his Appearance of Gop in anſwer to his 


Promil es—would not be apparent, were 
they not placed in Situations to render theſe 


T Things viſible. 


God's People are clogs? to pray Pr 


daily Bread: To be careful for Nothing, but. 
in every Thing to make their Requeſt known ly 
Prayer and & pplication with Thanksgiving. 
To compel them to this Duty, and that the 


Trial of their Faith may work Patience; the 


# 


LoRD brings them into Situations, where 


the common Reſources of Providence ſeem 


to be cut off: there he diſplays his Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth: they cry to him, and 


be delivers them from their Diſtreſſes. 
9 3 


Cas 
W heir Faith may be ſorely tried, and even 
ſhaken ag to be ready to ſay with the 
pious King of Iſrael, This Evil is of the 


ons, What ? Should I wait for the Lok 
Wy. /onger * Nevertheleſs, the Lon D wil 
Wake them walt for bim, and wait: upon 
„; and in his own Time and Way de- 
wer: the. 
| Gop himſelf has mi proved this, if 
ve credit the ſacred Records; by working 
iracles, where the ordinary Courſe of 
Things did not afford Reſources to his Ser- 
ants. Elijah flies into the Wilderneſs 
from the Wrath of Ahab, and d wells by 
che Brook Cherith: and, ſtrange to tell, 
s the Means of procuring Bread was cut 
5 bo Df; 3 his Lorp ſent Ravens to Bin, with 
4 cad and Fleſs, Morning and Evching. Are 
ee fond of the Marvellous? What can be 
vaore ſo than this? Voracious Birds to bring 
food to a hungry Prophet; but Ravens are 
= J::ovan's Servants, and he who hears 
ben when they cry, and gives them their 
Food, makes n. * 1 iert t bus 
Care for Elijah. 2 6) 
=—_ The Prophet drann of the Brooke) [While 
ordinary Means will do, there is no Need 
1 of more Miracles: but at laſt; the Brook is 
FA S dried 
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dried up for want of Rain. Go, ſays the 
Lok, to .Zarephath, Behold JI have com- 
manded a Widow io ſuſtain thee. Was this 
Woman rich? Was her Houſe ſtored with 
Plenty? Alas! ſhe was gathering a few 
Sticks, to bake the laſt Morſel ſhe had, 
and without any other Proſpe& than after- 
wards to famiſh with Hunger. What Pe- 
nury and deep Diſtreſs !- to an Eye of Senſe, 
what an irretrievable Degree of Poverty ; 
but Gov's Servants ſhall not ſtarve: For iſ 
thus ſaith the LokD God of 1/rael, the Bar- 
rel of Meal fhall not waſte, neither ſhall the 
Cruiſe of Oil fail, until the Day that the Lok 

n Rain upon the Earth, _ 

Not only ſtrait Circumſtances, but Debt 
may afflict the Children of Gop. A Wo- Wo 
man cried to Eliſha, My Huſband is dead. 
and the Creditor is come to take my two Sons by 
for Bondmen. What haſt thou? ſays the Pro- 

pPlhet. Not any Thing, ſave one Pot of Oil, 
3 ſaid ſhe. Poor Woman! a very ſmall 
= Trifle indeed to pay a large Debt, which 
=_ required thy two Sons for Bondmen; but 
is any Thing too hard for the Loxp? Go, 
ſays Eliſha,” borrow empty Veſſels, not a few, 


= and pour out into all thoſe Veſſels, and ſet by 
Y that which is, full. What did Gon work? 


Ps — this 


FRY 


he Debt Was paig—the Family was p- g 
Prted. ; 
Pardon, m my srxrrens, this Digreſlion: —_— 
now releaſe you. If it be the Will of _ 
op to bring us under trying Providences; | ff 
3, ay we remember that tbe Lozv's Arm's 


ot ſhortened, nor bis Ear beauy: May we 4 
pe and uy wait 1575 bim: So prays thy _ = 


| whe {ANDRONICUS, 
3 
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LETTER V. 


a - 


URN we, my dear Friend, from Pro- 
vidence to Grace, and ſee the right 
ind of JenovAn exalted in his wonderful 
Works: the Preſervation of the Heart in | 
che Fear of Gon, notwithſtanding- its in- * 
bred Corruption, and the Fs ann of | 
0 the Devil. 


7 To throw Water upon Fire: is the moſt 1 
. | effectual Mode of extinguiſhing it: this _—_ 
ariſes from the direct Oppoſition there is A 


in theſe two Elements: ſo ſoon then as the 
3 | 8 Power 


WE: 
Power of the Water needs that of the 
Fire, the Fire quickly becomes extinct. 
Grace and Sin, are as oppoſite in their: Na- 
tures as Fire and Water, they. cannot 
coaleſce; but whenever they come into con- 
tact, one muſt prevail, and the other die. 
CnRITISsTIAN ſaw one caſting much Water 
upon the Fire to quench it, but the Fire * 
did burn higher and hotter: this Effect, 
ſeemingly contrary to Nature, puzzled 
CHRISTIAN, till he was led behind the 
Wall, where was a Man caſting Oil, ſecret- 
ly, into the Fire, which deſtroyed the Ef- 
fect of the Water and encreaſed the Strength 
of the Flame. . 

The INTER PRETER has told us, both who 
the Deſtroyer and the Renovator are, and 
the Means they each of them uſe: Satan, 
the Enemy of our Salvation, ſpares no 
Pains, to extinguiſh the Flame of Religion 
in the Heart : he ſo ſuits, and adapts his 
5 Temptations, to our depraved Affections, 

: and ſo. inceſſantly plys them, that every 
gracious Diſpoſition muſt periſh ; did not 
the Saviovs of Sinners, as inceſſantly, 
counteract him by freſh Supplies of Grace. 

Temptation is the Lot of every Saint: 


h and the. Wiſdom, Love, and Faithfulneſ $ 
5 of 


1 1 


; n Gop — them, and their Fidelity 
nim, are much more ſignally diſplayed, 
Wy cheir being ſupported under, and brought 
rirough various Temptations ; than they 
could be without Temptations. The Lond 
ometimes cauſes his People to carry it with 

a high Hand, againſt the Aſſaults of Hell 
Wand Sin: they are ſtrong in the: Lok, and 


e Power of his might. But ſometimes 


emptations prevail, Sin abounds, and 
Grace apparently dies away. But does it 
die? No: it ſtruggles for SE and revives 
again. 

Nov in both Caſes; the ſtrong Mad the 
weak State of Religion in the Heart, the 
Operations of Grace are ſecret, though the 


== Means are viſible: Elſe why are not thoſe 
8 Means always alike, ſucceſsful? and who 
can Account for the Word, Meditation, 
and Prayer, not always producing the 


ſane Effect? if we do not refer their Effi- 
= cacy to the ſecret Influence of him who 
ſtood behind the Wall? Shall I be told, 
that the different Degree of Effe&, in the 
ſame Means of Grace, ariſes from the Sub- 
ject of theſe Means being differently diſ- 
poſed at different Times? I afk, from what 


Cauſe ariſes this Difference, if hot from the 
4 N Di- 


ret 


' Diſpoſitions of the Mind being ſometimes 
damped by Sin, at other Times enlivengy 
by. Grace? 1 

The 6 Divine Grace operate RV 
ſecretly : perhaps, that Satan may be the 
more diſappointed and confounded : and 
to convince the Believer, that his God is 
as near to, and careful of him, when he is 

crying, hy. flanaeft thou afar off, O Gop? 
by hideſt thou thy Face? as when he ſings, 
The Lorp 7s my Light and my Salvation 
whom ſhall: I fear? 

Let us, Syn rrchz, improve this Sub- 
ject: Grace is the Logp's, and he diſ- 
penſes it in Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Duty 
is ours: our Maſter Commands us to 
watch and pray, that wwe enter not inlo Temp- 
talion: let us do ſo in Faith, Holding faft the 


Profeſſion of our Faith, and the Rejoicing of | el 


our Hape, fleadfaſt to the End. What though 
the Saviour ſometimes fands behind our 
Wall, and our Senſibilities do not perceive 
him? his Love and Grace are ſtill the 
ſame: for though his ſenſible Preſence is 
neceſſary for our Comfort, it is not ſo for 
our Salvation. | | 
We learn from the ſtately Palace, with 
=} ins glorious — the Entrance of 
which 


. 
Which was guarded by armed Men, deter- 
ined to do what Hurt and Miſchief they 
ud to the Men that would enter; that, 

ere is a Heaven of Glory for all thoſe, 
Who think it worth their attaining : that 
ere are alſo ſome, who are ſuch deter- 
ined Enemies to Gop and his Cauſe, that 


is 

i Hey will neither enter into the Kingdbm of 
2 Bop hem/elves, nor /uffer others, if they can 
 MSrcvent them. Thus, when Paul and Silas, 


were at Philippi, labouring in the Service 
f their Maſter, ihe Multitude roſe up toge- 
her againſt them, and the Magiſtrates, and 
rent their Cloi bs, and beat them. Satan play 
ed the ſame Game in Mr. Bunyan's Days: 
the Sword of the Magiſtrate, and the Vio- 
ence of the e were 2 by him, 
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5 2avens, chat he has ſaid to > his — 
„ ill, and know that I am GoD: I will be 
alied in the Earth. For believe me, 
Friend, but for his ordering of Matters, 
tere are, even in theſe peaceable Days, 
thoſe who would act the ſame Part. 
Crouds preſſed towards the Door, de- 
atcous to enter, but ſtarted back for Fear of 
me armed Men. Many would be, glad of 
3 | f the 


dare to give in their Names to CHRIST, and 


force their Way through all Oppoſition, 
' fighting the good Fight of Faith, that they 
might lay hold on eternal Life. . 


ſill remains as true as ever, that through 


ther: the Powers of Darkneſs will oppoſe 


all are againſt us: We have given in our 


. k u 7 
the Crown, but are frightened at the 
Cxoss. Was the Sword of Perſecution to 
be unſheathed again, alas! what an Altera- 
tion would it make in the Appearance of 
the preſent religious World? but Gov's 
Cauſe ever did, and ever muſt ſubſiſt, a 
few now, as well as then, would nobly 


with the Hope of Salvation for an Helmet, 
and the Sword of the Spirit in their Hands, 


Though public Perſecution has ceaſed, 
there are ſome, *I doubt not, who meet 
with Oppoſition in private Way. A Man's 
Foes may be thoſe of his 'own Houſehold. It 


much Tribulation we muſt enter the Kingdom of 
Gop. It is the appointed Way, and if we 
have it not by one Means, we ſhall by ano- 


wh ©, op 
* 


our Paſſage, Fleſb and Blood, Principalilies 
and Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this Warld, ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places 


Names, by aſſuming a Profeſſion of Cyrr1sr, 
and ſhall be branded eternally for fearful 


and 


[ 63 4 
d unbelieving, if we do not fight our Way 
rough. 5 


« Stand then in his great Might, 
% With all his Strength endu'd: 
« And take, to Arm you for the Fight, 
«© The Panoply of Go ñǽ? 
% That having all Things done, 
« And all your Dangers paſt, rn” 
«© Ye may o'ercome through CHRIS᷑r alone, 
* And ſtand entire at laft.“ „ 


What an awful, what a ſolemn Scene 
nſues! the DARK-ROOM, and the Man in 
he Io - cAC R, are powerful Calls to Watch- 
fulneſs and Prayer. Hearken to the Ac- i 
count this Man gives of himſelf: he was „ 
once a fair and flouriſhing Profeſſor, bo 
in his own Eyes, and the Eyes of others: 
thought himſelf going to Heaven, and had 
Joy at the Thoughts of getting thither: _ 
but was now ſhut up in deep Deſpair. Oh, | | 
ius Fear, left we ſeem to come ſhort of the = 
WW Promiſe. Good Gop! what Changes my IN 
take place before we die! but how may = 
ſuch an awful Change take place ? alas! 
may the Lord put his Fear in our Hearts, 
bat ꝛwe may not depart from him : May we 
_ watch againſt all Declenſions from the 
1 Ways of Gop, 42 our * be bardened 
3 through 
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164 J 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and Gos 
ſhut us up for our Folly in the ſad Reflec- wil, 
tions of our own Guilt. E 


« The keen Vibration of bright Truth i is Hell ; 


Luſts, Pleaſures, and Profits of the World, 1 
what Miſchiefs are ye capable of produc- 
ing! we know the Beginning of Sin, but 
Gop only knows the End of it. 
Is there no Hope for ſuch? to themſelves 
there ſeems to be none. The Language of 
the Man in the Cace intimates the Judg- 
ment a Perſon: in ſuch a Condition forms 
of his own State: eſpecially ſuch as have 
imbibed that comfortleſs Doctrine, that 
Soul-tormenting Lie, of the Day of Grace 
being paſt before the Day of Life: We 
know, however, that Gop can beal Back- 
ſliders, and love them freely: nevertheleſs he 
may ſhut them up in this Cace for a long 
Time, as a Puniſhment to themſelves, and 
a Warning to others. Let us then be 
watchful againſt a backſliding Heart, leſt 
we find it a fearful Thing to fall into ibe 
Hands of the living Gop. 
While we take Warning, let us be care- 
ful of reading Judgments where Gop has 
not wrote them.. Awtul Deſpair is not 
, always. ß 


„ | 
Ways the Conſequence of Guilt and Back- 
eing. I have known ſome to ſpeak the 
Wn guage of this Man, who were not guil- 


of Declenſion from the Ways of Gop: 
WWwncſs of Spirits ariſing from bodily Diſ- 
aer, great Temptations, and great Ten- 
erneſs of Conſcience concerning Sin, have 
ade them for a Seaſon, think their Caſe to 
deſperate, and they have accordingly 
Wc fuſcd all Comfort: but the Lokp has af- 
erward brought them out of Priſon and 
made them to rejoicee. EO 
The laſt Scene was awful, yet as we 
ave ſhewn, not hopeleſs : but ſhould, that 
be realized in us, which the Man DREAM ED 
was his Caſe, it will indeed be awful and 
hopeleſs too : for the, Day of Judgment to 
come, and we not be ready; how ſhall we 
ſtand the Terrors of that Day? The Lord 
Hall be revealed from Heaven, in all that 
dreadful Pomp and Majeſty which the 
Scriptures have mentioned: let us then an- 
ticipate the Time, and remember the Ac- 
| count we have to give. How ſhall we feel, 
do ſee the Angels gather up the Elect, and 
leave us behind for the Pit to open its 
= Mouth near us for our Conſciences to af- 
flick us—for the Judge, with indignant 
cCountenance, to fix his Eye upon us Oh 
_ - Gon 


1. 66⁰ ] 
"Obs! the Idea i is inſupportable! what then 
will the Reality be? may a frequent Me- 
ditation of the Solemnity and Certainty of 
that Day induce us 10 labour, that we may be 
accepted of our Judge: that this may be the 
Lot of SynTyYCHE and himſelf; is the 
Foyer of 
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LETTER VI. o 


JMPRESSED with Hope and Fear, each 
of which have their proper Uſe in a 
Chriſtian's Experience; let us attend our 
Pilgrim in his Way : .and may the CoM- 
 FORTER be always with us, to guide us right. 
When our Hearts are penetrated by. Di- 
vine Truths, we endeavour to run the. Way 
of Gon's Commandments, . yet, while Sin 
hangs heavy on the Soul, it will be with 
_ Tome Difficulty: but when Gop _ 
the Heart, we run without Wearineſs and 
mall without fainting. 
Salvation will Gop appoint for Walls _ 
| Bulwarks, Whether therefore, we hold on 
our Way, with Wearineſs, or Alacrity, the 
Lox is our Defence on the Right Hand 
XC, | „„ and 


4 | 
Dr 


t 
1d on the Left, and the Belief of cbs 


Wcites and encourages to Perſeverance. 
WD, I have hoped for thy Salvation, and 
ve done thy Commandments, | 
The Way of Salvation by Jesus Canisr, 
ings us to his Croſs and Sepulchre, 
here Guilt is removed and Sin buried. 
he Croſs is the Chriſtian's Glory; becauſe 
is the Power of Gob, and the Wiſdom of 
30D 10 his Salvation: by looking here, the 
eavieſt Burden is removed everlaſtingly 
ut of Sight; for Faith, though like a 
rain, removes Mountains : this Sight 
gives a merry Heart with a weeping Eye. 
e rejoice, and ſing, He loved me: be gave 
bimſelf for ne: yet while we look upon bim 
bon we have pierced, we mourn with 
. eltings of Heart for him. What is there 
Win this Sight to produce ſuch wonderful 
WE fects ? What does it ſhew us? That the. 
Lok p laid upon him the Iniquity of us ali 
that be was wounded for our Tranſgrefſions,” - 
and bruiſed for our Intquities: the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace was upon bim, and by his 
_ 7/75 we were healed: he gave himſelf for 
our Sin—be put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
a -in/e!f—he redeemed us from the Curſe of the 


* being made 4 Curſe A dh 
«And. 


[6 ] 
= And was the Ranſom "ey ? it was: And paid 
„What can exalt the Bounty more ?) for You. 
The Sun beheld it—No, the ſhocking Scene - 
« Drove back his Chariot: Midnight veil'd his Face, 
„ Sun! didft thou fly thy Maker's Pain? or ftart 
„At that enormous Load of human Guilt, [ Croſs 
„Which bow'd his bleſſed Head; o'erwhelm'd his 
«« Made groan the Centre, burſt Earth's marble Womb. 
« With Pangs, ſtrange Pangs! delivered of her Dead! 
„ FHelſthowl'd—and Heaven that Hour let fall a Tear: 
- « Heaven wept, that Man might ſmile ; Heaven bled 
«« Might never die [that Man 
* For Guilt, not Innocence, his Life he pour'd ; 
6 ”Tis Guilt alone can juſtify his Death: 
Nor that unleſs his Death can juſtify 
$ | * Relenting Guilt, in Heaven's indulgent Sight. 
4 « Tf fick of Folly, I relent; he writes 
| 6 cc My Name in Heaven, with that inverted Spear 
(A Spear deep dipp'd in Blood) which pierc'd his 
« And open'd there a Fount for all Mankind [ Side, 
© Whoftrive, who combat Crimes, to drink and live: 
* This, only this ſubdues the Fear of Death. 
And what. is 251 Survey the wondrous Care 
« And at each Step let higher Wonders riſe: 
Pardon for infinite Offence ! and Pardon 
« 'Thro' Means that ſpeaks its Value infinite! 
« A Pardon bought with Blood! with Blood Divine 
| With Blood Divine of him I made my Foe! 
1 ec Perſiſted to provoke! tho' wood and awd, 
13 „ Bleft, and chaſtis'd, a flagrant Rebel Rill ! 
5 A Rebel, midſt the Thunders of his Throne ! 
| % Nor I alone! a Rebel Univerſe! 
«« My Species up in Arms! not one exempt |. 
«« Yet for the Fouleſt of the foul, he dies, 
by * Moft vy d, for the Redeem d from deepeſt Guilt ! 


Oh! 


% 
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Oh! my SywTycux, what a Song is this 
or the Houſe of our Pilgrimage ! we have 
fren, and ſhall again, if our Journey be 

ong, hang our Harps upon the Willows: 
dut at Times, through Mercy, it will be 
Pur Song : and when we get above, we 
all join the grand Chorus, Worthy is the 
Lamb who was ſlain, who hath redeemed us 

to Gop by his Blood. 

From this Source ariſes thoſe E's 
Privileges. repreſented by the three /bin- 
ing Ones; Redemption through his Blood, 
even the Forgiveneſs of Sins. - Acceptance 
in his Righteouſneſs, which is unto all, and 
upon all who believe -I he Sealing of the Holy 
Spirit of GoD, which is the Earneſt of our 
Inheritance, and therefore to be delivered 
in as our CERTIFICATE, at the CELESTIAL 
GATE. May we be tenderly watchful and 
careful that e grieve not the Holy Spirit of 

Gor, by which we are ſealed unto the Day 
of Redemption. This Pledge of Divine 
Love preſcrved, our Intereſt in the others 
will be apparent; when this is clouded, 
they become doubtful. 
Under a Profeſſion of Religion, we mect 
with many Characters that are not Chriſ- 
tian Characters; but are a Grief and Con- 
| | cern 
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cern to the Godly. Cuxlsrrax ſees three 


Men—they were a little out of the Way— 
they were faſt aſleep—they had Fetters'on 
their Heels.“ Their Names, SIMPLE, SLOTH, 
and PREsUMPTION, Names deſcriptive of 
their Properties, as loving Darkneſs rather 
than Light becauſe their Deeds were evil. A 
Contentedneſs in groſs Ignorance, an In- 
dolence which ſmothers all Conviction, and 
a carnal Security which hardens againſt 
Reproof, have been the Ruin of many. 
Alas! how do theſe Characters abound, 
even where the Goſpel is preached ! but 


what is their Danger? why, they are out 
of the Way, and though but a little, they 


are out of it. If the Way means a ſerious 
and decent Profeſſion of Religion, as I 
ſuppoſe it does'; none who are deſtitute of 


this, can have a Grain of that. Again, 
they are aſleep, deſtitute of all proper Con- 
cern about their State: how then can they 


ꝶ from the Wrath to come? they have Fet- 
ters upon their Heels, they are © tied and 
bound with the Chains of their Sins,“ 
which is, the Badge of their Condemnation, 
and the Prevention of their Eſcape. 885 

Every Endeavour to awaken, and deli- 


ver theſe wretched ones, is | the Duty, and 


will 
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1 u 1 : 
ill be the Practice of thoſe who know the 
Worth of Souls; but alas ! how often in 
Wn? Well, my dear Friend, let them 
Eh us to keep in the Way, and to walk 
it with Watchfulneſz. Diligence, and 
Hy Fear. 
1 e and Hypocrites are claſſed 
ether, becauſe, though they differ in 
he Principles, their Practice is the ſame. _ 
ee Former is a Self-deceiver, becauſe he 
aks Gop is as well pleaſed with his At- 
tion to Forms of Religion, as he is him- 
f: the Latter deceives others, by pre- 
nding to be what he knows in his-own 
eart he is not. Vainglory is the Motive 
boch, to be praiſed. Now the Similarity 
their Conduct is, their both aſſuming a 
fceſſion of Religion according to their 
n Fancy, and not by the Rule of the 
2 brd ; they Leap the Fence, inſtead of 
nwing in at the Gate; they preſume upon 
eir own Sagacity to carry them through 
F eir Undertaking; and being equally ig- 
Want of what conſtitutes a real Chriſtian, 
ey treat his Experience as the Effect of 
nthuſiaſm. In one Thing more they 
—_r cc, which is, to quit the right Way as 
nas it becomes inconvenient to them 
1 tO 
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4 72 1 . 
to continue in it; though they differ i in the 
Choice of their particular Paths. 


The Hill which the Pilgrim TER 


to was ſteep and high. The narrow Way 


lay right up the Hill, and was called 
'DrericuLTy: two Ways branched off at 
the Bottom, which ſeemed as if they wound 


round the Hill to meet the ſtrait Path on 
the other Side: the one was named Dan- 
GER, and the other DesTRUCTION ; here 
ForRMALIsT and Hypockisy agreeing to 
leave the right Way of the LORD, each 
chooſe their own Deluſions. 

FoRMALIST takes the Path called Daw 
GER, Which led him into a great Wood, 
where we muſt leave him, if peradventure 


Mercy may find him: becauſe FoRMarLirt, 


though a dangerous State; yet, as it is 
founded in Miſtakes which may conſiſt 


* 


with a Degree of Honeſty and Well-mean- 


ing; appears to be a recoverable State: 
the Lord may open their Eyes to the In- 


ſufficiency of outward Forms, . and his . 
Grace may deliver them from the Bewil- 
derings of human Inventions : but let us 


not forget that Formality in Reli gion is 
very e ns _ 


, — 


n 


K 


Ks takes the Path to NesTRVc- 


TION, which leads him into a wide Field _ * 1 

full of dark Mountains, where he ſtumbled, "ff 

fell, and roſe vo Mot: the Hope of the Hy- 8 
pocrite ball pert ; their Inſificerity often x # 


„ 


bewilders them in this World; they are _ 
entangled in their own Net, detected, and RR 
| manifeſted; and ſo expoſed to the Con- " 
tempt, even of the Ungodly, that they are "8 
- obliged to drop the Maſk of Religipn, to. 4 
avoid continued Infamy: when this is not = 
the Caſe, they carry on the Farce to the _— 
End; the Da y ſpall declare them. _— 
\ I do not 2 SyNTYCHE, that in 9 
all the Scriptures there is one Inſtance on 
Record, of the Converſion of a HYPO CRITE. 
It ſeems to me, as if HyeocrIsy,; when 
the leading Character, baffled even the 
Power of Grace, and that the Word could 
not penetrate a diſhoneſt Heart. How aw- 
ful! how truly awful and tremendous, thoſe 
Words of Jrsus, after he had expoſed this 
vile Abomination in the Phariſees ! O Gene- 
ration of Vipers] How can ye eſcape the 3 
Damnation of Hel!? — 
Hy Pock1sY is an Abel to a = 
others, either by a verbal, or practical Lie, 2 
or both: yr m_ Degree of it does not . 
COn- 


5 — * 
— * 


3 


N ; . 5 
„ 
conſtitute a Hy ocRIr E. A Vice muſt be 


habitual and permanent to conſtitute a 


Character. Good Men, by the Scripture 


Account, have, through Weakneſs, Fear, 


or Temptation, diſſembled ; but they were 


no Hypocrites. The Character our Au- 


thor is mentioning, is pretty plainly mark- 


ed and diſtinct from theſe. 


May the good Loxrp, keep us in the 
Power, as well as Form of Godlineſs, may 


we be ſincere and without Rebuke until the Day 


of CHRIST, prays wy . 
ANDRONICUS, 
— — rr m 8 r 


LETTER * 


As it was impoſſible for CurI8TIAN to 


hold Fellowſhip with FoxMaLTsTand 
Hypock1sy, he kept on before them, of- 


ten reading in his RoLL by which he was 
refreſned: to teach us that good Men con- 


demn by their Example, as well as by 


their Teſtimony, the Ways of Tranſgreſ- 


ſors ; ; and when they cannot enjoy edifying 
Converſe 


: 1 Fl: 
Converſe with others, it is their Wiſdam 
to Commune with their own Hearts, and for 
their Spirits 10 make diligent Search; to ex- 
amine their Evidences, and ſee wherein 
Grace has made them to differ from others: 
this, though it may cauſe ſome Sighs to 
burſt from their Hearts, will, upon the 
Whole, be a Comfort and Refreſhment. 
| Uphill Work, they ſay, is hard Work; 
but this is the Way a Chriſtian muſt go to 
the Kingdom of Gop,. even up the Hill 
DiexicuLTy. Whether Mr. Bunyan de- 
ſigned to figure out any particular Species 
of Trial, I know not ; but am inclined to 
think he meant this general Inſtruction, 
that the Way of a Believer is ſometimes at- 
tended with Difficulties, which try his 
Strength to his utmoſt Exertion. CnkRIS“ 
TIA fell from running to going, and from 
going to clambering upon his Hands and 
.Knees, becauſe of the Steepneſs of the 
Place; hence the Propriety of that Ex- 
hortation, Be not flothful, but Followers of 
them, who through Faith and Patience inbe rit 
the Promiſes. 

Mark, my dear Friend, the tender Mer- 
cy of the LorD:' as no Man gueih a Warfare 


at his own Charges, fo the Lan when he 
Y 2 ä 


„ 


calls us to Difficulties and Labours, grants 
more than ordinary Supplies of his Spirit 
and Grace. He that hath Mercy on them 
ſhall lead them, even by the Springs of Water 
ſhall he guide them. CHRISTIAN takes a 
refreſhing Draught before he begins to 
climb the Hill: She Foy of the Lord is his 
Strength, and he goes up the Hill ſinging. 
Let us ſing too, my fellow Traveller, as 
having taſted of the ſame Spring: 
So when my Spirit drinks her fill, 

„At ſome good Word of thine : | 
«« Not mighty Men that ſhare the Spoil, 

«© Have Joys compar'd to mine. 


In the Midſt of Trials and Difficulties, 
the Lord does not forget his People. b 
About the Midway to the Top of the Hill, 
was a pleaſant Arbour, made by the 1 
of the Hill, for the Refreſhing of weary 
Travellers: there CHRISTIAN ſat down to 
reſt him. The Loxp is a Shelter from the 
Heat, as well as a Covert from the Storm: J 
ill be, ſays he, a little Sanctuary to them, 
in all Places whither T ſhall lead them, The 
Remembrance of his dying Love, and liv- 
ing Care, is a ſweet Refreſhment in the 
Hour of Wearineſs, and the Thought of 
what he will do, makes preſent Afflictions 
ſeem — | de 
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0 Whoſo after Reſt enquires? A 
« Let him to CurrsT's Blood approach ; : 
„ Whoſo perfect Peace defires ? 
& Jxtsvs' Blood affordeth ſuch. 

Here, my Soul, fit down, 
« Truſting in his Blood : and prove 
« What the Lon o for thee hath done: 
« Fathom, if thou canſt, his Loye,” 


| How pleaſant is it, under a Senſe of the 
Love of CaR1sT, to examine our Intereſt 
in him, and our Title to his Glory. Sa 
CHrIsTIAN did: he pulled his Rol L out of 
his Boſom, and read therein to his Com- 
fort; he alſo reviewed his Coæ r that was 
given him at the Cnoss. When, ſtrange 
to tell, while thus pleafing himſelf, he be- 
> gan to flumber, and at laſt fell faſt aſleep, 
till it was almoſt Night; and in his ſleep, 
his RoLL dropped out of his Hand. 

Who could have ſuſpected ſuch an Ac- 

. cident i in ſuch a Place, and in ſuch an Em- 
ployment. Alas! my dear SynTYcus, it 
is not only neceſſary to watch againſt the 
Devil and the World, but againſt our 
fooliſh Selves; for it often befalls us as it 
did CHRISTIAN : pleaſed with' a View of 
what the Lord has done for us, inſtead of 
humbly and thankfully adoring the Giver, 
we reſt ſatisfied in his Gifts, and fall into 
a vain ſelf Complaceneyof Mind. While we 
thus ſhine in our own Eyes, we remit ou. 


D 3 Watch- 
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Watchfulneſs, fall into a Spirit of Security, 
and carnal Confidence, which obſcures our 


Evidences for Heaven. 


Freſh Calls to Duty, awaken a Believer | | | 


to Diligence, but it is the Fear of Danger, 
that generally turns him within himſelf to 


ſee that all is right. When MrsTtxusT and 
T1MERovs, alarm CnrIisTIAN with the Re- 


port of Lions in the Way, he has Recourſe 


to his Ro L for Comfort. 
Brag the Difference, SynTyYCcHE, be- 
a Believer and the Fearful and Unbe- 


255 7 : the Latter, at the Appearance of 


| Danger, turn back; their coward Hearts 
dare not ſo much as examine the Danger 
they fear, but they decline from the Ways 
of Gop, with greater Speed than they ever 
walked in chem. How different the For- 

mer! he fears indeed, but he believes, 

and reaſons from Principles of Truth: 


« If Igo back to my on Country, tha? 


| is prepared for Fire and Brimſtone, and 


J ſhall certainly periſh there: if I can get 


to the celeſtial City, I am ſure to be in 
ſafety: 1 muſt venture. To go back is 


Death, to go forward is Fear of Death, and 


Life cyerlaſting beyond it: I will yet go 
forward.” He that dwelleth on high, and 


regardeth the Ways * er has ſaid, He 


that 


7 


that overcometh Hall inherit all T bings: 1 
will be his Gov, and be ſhall be my Son. But 


the Fearful and Unbelieving ſhall have their 
| 1 | Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death. 


. CyrIsT1AN, in his Fear, as/we obſerved, 
ſought to his Rol L for Comfort, It had 


been raſh indeed, and preſumptuouſly fool- 


hardy, to have proceeded in his Way, 

without Evidence, that he might expect, 
and-waft for the Salvation of the Logp. He 
ſought, but he found it not: his negle&- 
ed, grieved, gracious Loxp, had with- 
drawn his witneſſing Preſence, when the 
fooliſh Pilgrim became ſo pleaſed with 


himſelf, that he forgot his Obligations to 
his beſt Friend. What muſt he do? Why 


= he muſt ſorrowfully tread back all the 
Steps he had thoughtleſsly trod without it. 


Our Author has beautifully repreſented, 
the Tears, the Sorrows, the bitter Self- re- 


flections of that Repentance which ſuc- 


ceeds Back ſliding in Heart; and taught 
us, that to recover the ſpiritual Bleſſings 
which we have loſt, we muſt trace our 


Way back by Self. examination, to the Sin 
by which we loſt them: for what is loſt 


by Folly, muſt be regained in Sorrow. 
| D * It 
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It is very en for young Chriſtians 


to do as the Pilgrim did. They contem- 


plate their Privileges, till their Hearts are 
elated with Joy: a Survey of che Evidences 


of the Love of Gop to them, intoxicates 


them with a fooliſh Pride and vain Confi- 
dence, as though they enjoyed a Partiality 
in the Divine Favour. If we ſearch for 
the Reaſon, I believe the Following will 
not be wide off the Mark. The Joy ariſing 
from the Removal of Guilt by Faith in the 


Blood of CuRIsT, and from the Thought 
of Juſtification, Acceptance, &c. &c. ſo 
abſorbs the Mind, that under our firſt Love, 


little elſe is attended to by us. All de- 
praved Affections lay dormant, and being 
yet ignorant of the deep Corruption of our 


Hearts; we are ready to believe thoſe de- 
praved Affections are deſtroyed. We 


think ourſelves already ſaved, and that, al- 
lowing for the Trials of this mortal State, 
we have Nothing to do but to ſing our 


Way to Heaven; and he hath loved me, be- 
comes our Song. Thus delighted with 
our preſent Comforts, and j ignorant of fu. 


ture. Danger, we are like Children juſt 


learning to go alone; pleaſed with the ner 


Acquiſition of the Uſe of their Feet, they 
are 


5 1 Br * 5 
are 1 and heedleſs, till Falls and, 
Bruiſes make them more careful. 

Al Ex Is had lately ed that the Log is 
gracious : he ſought Epkxxrus, an aged and 
experienced Saint, to whom he related the 
# happy Change he had experienced; and 
WW enlarged and expatiated much, on the pre- 
ſent Joy of his Heart. EpExRrus ſmiled, 
but reſuming his Gravity, My Child, ſaid — 
the good old Man, attend to what I am \ | 

going to ſay: do not imagine that it will 
always be thus with you : you are like a 
Child whom the Nurſe careſſes, and en- 
courages to try the Uſe of its Feet: ſhe 
ſupports and leads it by the Hand—ſhe 
ſlackens her Hold, and ſuffers it to ſtum- 
ble to make it careful: Gop, my Friend, 
is taking Ephraim by the Hand, and teaching 
him to go; he muſt, by and by, go alone: 
the preſent Supports of Conſolation will be 
withdrawn, or perhaps ſinned away: then, 
do not be ſurpriſed, ALrex1s, if you meet 
with ſome humbling Proofs. of your own 
Weakneſs, and take care you do not fall to 
the breaking of your Bones. ArLzx1s then 
thought this Lecture very needleſs, but 


Time taught him that Erzxervs. ſpoke - . 


Truth. | 
5 5 Let 


5 x 8 J 
Let us retire; my Friend, from this livs 
tle Digreſſion, and attend our Pilgrim: he 
has gotten his RoLL again, and with Tears 
4 of Joy, laid it up in his Boſom. The Loxp 
3 aeals our Backſlidings, and loves us freely, but 
leaves us to reap the Fruit of our Folly, to 
ſhew his Diſpleaſure againſt it; and to make 
us careful in Time to come, he withdraws 
. for a Time his comfortable Preſence, and 
i - leaves us tograpple with our Fears of Danger. 
= 8 Two Objects now claim our Attention, 
1 the Houſe BrAUTITUIL, and the Lions. Of 
the Former, we will only ſay at preſent, 
that it repreſents Chriſtian Communion in 
Goſpel Ordinances, and ſpeak more fully 
11 of it hereafter. Of the. Latter, that it re- 
* lates to the Difficulty of enjoying thoſe 
_—. | Privileges in Mr. Buxyan's Days. The 
Lions denote the crviL and ECCLESIASTI- 
caL Powers, which then roared like Lions 
againſt thoſe who ſought to worſhip Gop 
2 | in a Way which they believed more a- 
1 greeable to his Word, than the Forms eſ- 
„ tabliſhed by Law. The Lions were chained, 
- _____toſhew, that perſecuting Powers were always 
Ander Divine Controul, which ſaid, Hitherto 
* ſhalt thou go, and no farther : they were uſed 
=. «As the Almighty for the Trial of his Chil- | 
* | drens? 


a C1. 
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leſs Profeſſors, when Tribulation, and Perſe- 
cutions, ariſe becauſe of the Word, they are f 
fended and fall away. When Farrreur 
paſſed by them, they were aſleep : by which 
perhaps the Author alludes to the Time 
wherein King James the Second claimed 

and exerciſed a Power to ſuſpend the Laws. 

But what of the Lions now, SYNTYCHE ? 


| bleſſed be Gop, you reply, they are not 
. only chained, but muzzled too: for though 


the penal Statutes are not formally repealed, 
the Act of Toleration prevents their Miſ- 
chief. I add further, my dear Friend, they 


are removed out of our Way ; no Lions bar 


our Paſſage to.the Houſe of Gop. Our 
Aſſemblies are numerous, full, and without 
Fear : and our Poſterity likely to enjoy for 
Generations to come, the Privileges, Doc- 
trines, and Ordinances, .our Fathers have 
handed down to us, as the Purchaſe of their 
Property and Blood. 

The leſs difficult Providence makes ous 
Duty, the more diligent ſhould we be. The 
bleſſed Liberty of the preſent Day, en- 
creaſes our Obligations to the Lorp, and 


to one another; our Dutics to both are free 


from Danger. . not your Liberly, ſays 
D 6 . the 
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the A poſtle, as an Occaſion to the Pb but 
by Love ſerve one another. May the Beauties 
of Holineſs, adorn. our Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, and the pouring out of Gop's Spirit 
render us abundantly fruitful. in the Ways 
of Zion. 

Nothing in this earthly State can claim 
Perfection: every Good has its Alloy. 1 
hope I am not miſtaken, when I ſuppoſe 
that the Extenſion of CHRIST's Kingdom 
has been great amongſt us, as a Conſe- 
- quence of our civil Liberty. I think the 
great Number of religious Societies eſta- 
bliſhed of late Years, is a, Proof of it: at 
the ſame Time, what Shoals of Hypocrites 
and falſe Prophets thruſt themſelves into our 
Societies, being no longer deterred from 
Fear of the Lions. It is eaſy, cheap, and 
almoſt faſhionable to be religious. Let the 
Loxy's Servants be careful, and diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by an exemplary Zeal for their 
Redeemer's Service—an exemplary Holi- 
neſs of Life and Converſation—an exem- 
plary Love to one another, and Benevolence 

towards all Men. 
Falſe Profeſſors and Hypocrites will then, 
in general be manifeſted and ſtand confeſt, 
and ſo will the Servants of the LokD, whoſe 
255 3 _y 
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, If Glory it will be to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
uties as ſuch. The Day is coming, when their 


= Maſter, who honours thoſe that bo nour him, 
DIrit will declare his Approbation of them be- 
ays fore an aſſembled World; and ow and 
reward their Kindneſs to him, though in 
im the Perſon of the leaſt of his Brethren. 


I Tat the Divine Spirit may enable S- 
dſe - TYCHE and myſelf, to make a ſuitable Im- 
m provement of prefent Mercies and Pri- 
* vileges, is the ſincere and devout Wiſh of 
e 5 8 | 
3 ANDRO NI cus. 
( 
$ my 


LETTER VII. 


: (COME, my SynTyYcCns, let us go 
to the Houſe on the Hill, the Houſe 
BzeauTIiFuL: the earthly Palace of 
the KINO of Kings. Beautiful for Situa- 
tion, the Foy of the whole Earth is Mount 
Zion, Gor is known in her Palaces for a 
Refuge. Here may we dwell, till we re- 
move to the higher Manſions, which Jzsus 
has prepared for us above. Let our Wiſh 
coincide with David's: One Thing, ſays he, 
| | | | _ have 
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have I defired of the Lox ; that will 1 ſeek 
after; that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 
LorD all the Days of my Life, to behold the 
Beauty of the LorD, and to enquire in bis 
Temple. Let us attend to the Foundation, 
Laws, and Ordinances of this Houſe, the 
| Qualifications of thoſe that are admitted 
into it, and of thoſe that admit. 

We have conſidered Chriſtianity hither- 
to as a ſolitary Character, we are now go- 
ing to conſider it in a ſocial Point of 
View: Chriſtians, by Fellowſhip in the 
Goſpel, become Helpers of each other's 
Holineſs, Faith, and Joy. In this Point 
of View we loſe Sight of parochial Church 
Connection, and remembering, that where 
the Carcaſe is, "there will the E. agles be ga- 
thered together; we conſider CHRIST as a 
Son over his own Houſe ; whoſe Houſe we are, 
if we hold faſt, the Confidence and the Kejoic- 
ing of the Hope, firm unto the End. Such 
Fellowſhip then is voluntary, and ariſes 
from union of Hearts inthe Things of Gop. 
Our Author gives his beautiful Houſe 
a Porter, whoſe Name is WarchrulL: to 
ſhew us that Miniſters who preſide in ſuch 
Societies ſhould be vigilant, they are to 
wwatch for the Souls of Men, and they muſt 
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810 ve Account to o their Mafer, of all entruſted 
to their Care. They are to watch over 
thoſe of the Houſehold io warn them that 


W bis are Unruly—to comfort the Freble- minded io 
tion, | reprove, comfort, admoniſb, and exbort, with 
the all Longsuffering, and Doctrine. They are 


to watch the Door of the Houſe, that none 
enter, if they can prevent, but ſuch for 
vhom the Lokd built the Houſe: and par- 
ticularly to watch for thoſe that are afraid 
to come forward, and comfort and en- 
courage them: For though it is true that 
there are no Lions now to deter them, yet 
many humble Souls are ſo diffident, modeſt, 
and fearful, on account of their Unwor- 
thineſs; that they need much Encourage= 
ment to join in the Communion of Saints. 
Bauch a Porter was Arcap1us, of whom 
we have often converſed with Pleaſure and 
: Affection; but he is gone to receive from 
| the Chief Shepherd, the Crown of Glory that 
| fadetb not away. You remember with what 
Kindneſs he noted all within the Circle of 
his Miniſtry, that appeared to be ſeeking 
the Loxp: how he exborted, comforted, and 
charged them, as a Father doth his Children ; 
that they would walk worthy of Gov, who bad 


called them to his K; 22 and Gy: and fel- 
dom 


_— 
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dom failed of being the Means of planting 


them in the Houle of the Lox Do. You 


knew his Tenderneſs, Watchfulneſs, and 
Care over the Members of his Society he 
knew their perſonal and family Trials and 
Temptations, and was their Friend and 


Counſellor he ſympathiſed with them in 


all their Sorrows and Afflictions; and faith- 
fully, yet tenderly, reproved their Faults 
he was careful to promote their Fellowſhip 
in the Intervals of their public Aſſemblies, 


by affociating them in. ſmall Parties from 


Houſe to Houfe, according to their Vici- 
nities, for the Purpoſe of Prayer and holy 
Conference. Such was Arcapius, and 
he was honoured and beloved accordingly. 
None are fit Subjects for religious So- 
cieties, but ſuch as have ſet their Faces in 


earneſt toward the Kingdom of Gop; have 
been convinced of their loſt State and Con- 
dition; have obtained Faith in the Loxp 
Jesvs, and known ſomething of the Com- 


forts and Trials of the Way :. ſuch will 
freely relate the Way in which they have 
walked ; taking ſhame to themſelves for 


their Wanderings, and giving Glory to Gop 
for his Mercies. 55 


Prxry, PRupExck, and ChARI T, are 
neceſſary Qualifications in Members of re- 
ligious. 


through rem 


L % ] 


tigious Societies, when judging of thoſe who 


ſeek to be admitted - amongſt them; leſt 
they ſhould receive the ſpecious Hypocrite 
through his fair ſeeming ;—and reject the 
humble and ſincere Chriſtian, becauſe of 
ſome Failings and Weakneſſes. 

PrEry, PrRUDENCE, and Cnartty, are 


farther neceſſary, no comfortable Fellow- 


ſhip can be had without them: Pri RT will 
eauſe us to promote whatever tends to the 


Glory of Gop, and the Edification of Be- 


lievers: it will prompt to a willing, and 


frequent Practice of thoſe ſocial religious 


Duties, which fan ths Fire of 8 


ay: it — 
requires much PRUDENCE to do this ; what 
ing Ignorance, Prejudices, 
Weakneſſes of V nd Oddities of Tem- 
per, Chriſtians have large Scope for the. 
Exerciſe of PRuDeNcs towards one another: 
and they will do well to attend to the Di- 
rections given on this Head, in the Epiſtles 
to the Churches. I need not recite: them to 
SYNTYCHE, whoſe Prudence preſerves his 


con P eace, and promotes that of his Bre- 


thren, 


Xt 90. l 
_ thren, 1 PRIN of an Apoſtle, to be 
of one Mind th them in the Lopp. 
Crarity ! how excellent art thou: the 
Glory of Graces, giving Energy and Vigour 
to every Duty: thy Duration and thy Of- 
fice are. eternal: when Faith is loſt in 
Sight, and Hope in Poſſeſſion, CnhaRITx 
remaineth to conſtitute the happy Fellow 
1 | ſhip of the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firſt-born: to make Heaven itſelf a com- 
EY: _ fortable State and Place. Crnarity ſoftens 
the Rigours and ſooths the Sorrows of the 
preſent State: it relieves Wants: it covers 
a Multitude of Tranſgrefſions: it preſerves 
Harmony, or reſtores it when broken: it 
is the Source of ten thouſand Benefits: 
therefore the Apoſtle Paul calls it tbe ful- 
Flling of the Lat: and the Apoſtle John 
urges it, as the ſupreme Proof, both to 
ourſelves. and others, of real Religion in 
the Heart. 


% Hence may all our Actions flow, ' 
% Love the Proof that CHRIST we know 
« Mutual Love our Token be, 

« Loap, that we belong to thee! 


= «© Love, thine Image, Love impart, 
E {1 „ « gtamp 1t fully on each Heart; 
1 + | Only Love to us be giv'n, 

1 + Lokp, we alk no other Heaven.“ 


ol 
—— 


As 
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is be os 7, Love i is the heavenly Cement which 
the unites the Children of Gop, in their Come! 
our munion in Goſpel Ordinances, ſo it unites 
ent Modes of Worſhip in one Spirit of 
Amity; and renders dear to each other, 
all in every Place that call upon the Name "of 
the Lok D Ixsus, and love him in Sincerity 
and Truth. It prevents our forbidding thoſe 
who follow not JEsus with us: and teaches 
us to rejoice in the Progreſs of true Godli- 
neſs, and the Extenſion of ChRIST's Kings 
dom. It anticipates that State where Per- 
ſons af very different Sentiments in ſome 


FP: rn; Harmony. 


* Love, like Death, hath all deſroy 4, 
1 Render d all Diſtinctions void : 
er. Names, and Sects, and Parties fall, 


Thou, OCuxisr, are All in All. 


The Ordinances of Gop's Houſe are ap- 
pointed for the Inſtruction and Comfort of 


his People: and his Glory reſts upon them 


when they communicate in, and enjoy 


thoſe Ordinances, as Children of the ſame 
Family, Members of the ſame Body, Par- 
takers of the ſame Faith, and Heirs of 
the ſame Glory. How delightful it is to 
1 hear 


different Societies of Chriſtians, of differ- 


Particulars here, ſhall dwell nn in 
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hear in the public Miniſtry, to ſee im the 


holy Sacraments; and to converſe among 


themſelves, of the Loveof their LorD, mani- 


- feſted in what he has done, is now doing, 
and will do for them: to do this, not only 


with Sentiments of perſonal Devotion ; but 


to have a higher Reliſh from the Conſider- 


ation of common Intereſt with others. 
Worldly Goods are Property to the Ex- 
cluſion of others; hence they contract the 
Heart to Selfiſnneſs, and excite it to Covet- 


ouſneſs, becauſe the more is poſſeſſed by 


one, the leſs is left for another: not ſo the 
Things of Gop, we can never be the poor- 
er for Ought that is poſſeſſed by another; 
but we may be richer: JIrsus is never the 


poorer for having ſo many Millions Joint- 


heirs with him. We are Heirs together of 
the Promiſes, not Co-hei irs, but Foint-beirs. 
In the former Caſe we muſt divide the In- 
heritance, in the Latter, we have all Things 
common; neither ſaith any Man, that 
Ought of the Things which he poſſeſſeth 
are his own, to the Excluſion of another's 
Right; There is one Body, and one Spirit ; 
even as Wwe are called in one Hope of our Cal- 


ling: one LoRD, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 


Go and FATHER of all, who is above all, 
and 


in the 
Mong: 
nani- 
oing, 
only 


but 
der- 
ers. 
Ex- 
the 
et- 


Meaſure of the Gift of CuxIsr. All may 


fm 
a through all, and in all. There is a 
Difference among Believers as to actuay 
Enjoyment, but no Difference as to Right: 
for to every Man is given according io the - 


poſſeſs the ſame Grace, and in the ſame 
Degree, if they ſeek and aſk it in the' Way 
their LoRp has appointed. All our Strait- 
neſs is in our own Bowels or Defires. ; 
The large upper Chamber in the Houſe 
BeauTIFUL, where the Pilgrim was laid to 
reſt, and which was named PEACE; ſeems - 
to me to denote, that a peaceful, Spirit and 
Diſpoſition, contributes greatly to the 
Comfort, and is a lovely Ornament to 
ſocial Religion. The Window opened to- 
ward the Sun-rifing, to ſhew that Peace 
promotes that Growth in the Knowledge of 
the Lokp, which makes be Path of the Fuſt 
to be like the ſhining Light, which ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect Day: but Debates, 
Diſputations, and Contentions, ſhut out 
the Light of Truth, and wrap up the Heart 
in its own Prejudices, for we are naturally 
tenacious of that which another ſeeks to 
diveſt us of. 
There are, undoubtedly, foundation 
Truths, in which Perſons muſt agree, in 
EE . order 


: {[ 9] 
order to comfortable Cammunion: but 
there are alſo Circumſtantials in which they 
may harmleſsly differ, and in which, from 
the Nature of the preſent State, they muſt 
and will differ. The Features of Mens 
Faces, are not more various than their 
Modes of thinking, on one and the ſame 
Subject. Sor AER ſuppoſes Nxxxus to be 
miſtaken, becauſe he differs in ſome 
Opinions from him: he attacks his ſup- 
poſed Errors: NxRxus defends them: they | 
diſpute and wrangle, till they deſpiſe, and 
even judge one another: yet SOPATER and 
Nxkkus both profeſs to believe each other 
Children of Gop: then why not bear with 
each other, and follow the apoſtolic Ad- 
vice, Be at Peace among yourſelves? 

1 have read and ſtudied, I hope with 
9 Proſit, that inimitable Lecture upon 
this Subject, which the Apoſtle Paul gives 
the believing Romans, in the fourteenth, 
and the firſt ſeven Verſes of the fifteenth 
Chapters of the Epiſtle to that Church. I 
never read it without being ſtruck with its 
Importance to the Peace of Gop's. Children; 

nor without admiring the Divine Wiſdom, 
and gracious Spirit which pervades it. As 
the Paſſage is too long to be tranſcribed in- 
| | tO 
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to a Letter, I wiſh SYNTYCus, to lay down 
this Paper for a Moment, and to turn to 

the Paſſage and read it. | ; 
Should my Friend charge me with Tau- 

tology, and ſay that theſe Things are in- 
W cluded in, and are the Works of Chriſtian 
Charity : I agree with him: Iam convinced 
they are eſſential Parts of it. I apologize 
therefore, for my ſuppoſed Tautology, by 
obſerving, that there are too many Pro- 
feſſors, whoſe narrow Spirits, and unfor- 
bearing Diſpoſitions, plainly indicate that 
theſe Things make no Part of heir Idea of 
Chriſtian Love: for 7herir Sakes therefore, 
if theſe Letters ſhould ever meet their Eye, 
as well as for yours, whoſe Heart I wiſh to 
be expanded and enlarged with all the 
Philanthropy of the Goſpel; I have en- 
larged on theſe Things : : I fay then with the 
Apoſtle, 40 write unto you the ſame Things, 10 
me 15 not grievous, and for you it is ſafe. 

The Srupr, or LIBRARY of the Houſe 
Braurrrul, is undoubtedly the Scriptures 
of Truth, they are alſo the ARMOURY, 
from whence Believers are ſupplied, as 
CurIsTIAN was, With thoſe ' Weapons of 
Warfare which are not carnal, but mighty 
through Gop. This manifold Uſe of the 
: 8 Bible 
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- Bible ſhould endear it to us, and make it 
our beſt beloved Companion in private: 


and its extenſive Application for Inſtruc- 


tion, Warning, and Conſolation, both by Pre- 
cept and Example, ſhould lead us to prefer 
the Reading and expounding it in our Aſ- 
' ſemblies, as the beſt Means of Edification ; 
it was the Mode in the primitive Churches, 
and appears from Scripture itſelf, to have 
been the Practice of the Jewiſh Church. 


Its peculiar Advantages above Preaching - 


always from a ſingle Text, are apparent ; 
as it tends to lead the Hearers into a more 
general Knowledge of, and Acquaintance 
with the Scriptures at large. 

There is ſomething ſtrikingly beautiful 
in the Manner in which Mr. BuNxvAN in- 
troduces the Rod of Moſes, Fael's Hammer 
and Nail, Giaeon's Lamps, Pitchers, and 
Trumpets, Sc. Sc. hiſtorical Examples, 


which ſerve to awaken our Senſe of De- 
pendance on the Loxp, and encourage our 


Confidence in him. The greateſt and moft 
important Events, were brought about and 


effected, by Inſtruments moſt unlikely, be- 


cauſe, in themſelves inſufficient for the 
Purpoſe : they owed all their Efficacy to 
his r and never failed, when 

uſed 


45 


"TW 4 
uſed in Faith and Obedience to his Will: 
but weak as they were when Gop had en- 
joined their Uſe, nothing could be effected 
without them. 4 
Prophecy is a Part of the ſacred Records, 
deſigned to animate our Faith and Hop 
by teaching us to look forward to the Old 
| ries of the latter Days; when the Spread of 
the Goſpel, the Encreaſe of the Knowledge 
of God, through the Outpouning of, the 
Spirit; and the Lorp's ſuitably diſpoſing 
and ordering the Affairs of the World, Mall 
cauſe ſuch a glorious Extenſion of the King- 
dom of Carisr, as ſhall infinitely ſurpafs 
the preſent State. For all Things in his 
Kingdom muſt grow and advance towards 
their Perfection. The Contemplation of 
theſe Prophecies, in Connection with Pro, 
miſes of Grace, encourages us, to look 
forward, to greater Privileges. and, zicher 
Experiences for Ourſelves than we have yet 
attained. This I ſuppoſe was the Top of the 
Houſe, from whence CHRISTIAN ſaw EMA- 
NUEL's Land. I refer my dear-SynNTyYcae 
to the Thirty-third of Ifaiah, from the fif- 
teenth Verſe to the End, for a Prophecy of 
this Kind, and remain his affectionate 
ANDRONICUS. 


Eͤ "LEE 


LETTER IX. 


Fon the Bleſſings and Privileges of 
=. ſocial Religion, let us attend our Pil- 
grim into his private Life and Experience 
again; armed, and accoutred for his 
Way. All the Knowledge and Strength 
us get in Ordinances, is given for our Af. 
ſiſtance in Times of Need: the I onp has 
wiſely hid from us, what thoſe particular 
Times may be, and only warned us of the 
evil Day, that we may put on-the whole Ar- 
mour of Go, that wwe may be able then to and. 
The Valley of Humr:.1aTron, into which 
the Pilgrim deſcends, is to ſhew us, that 
Gov fometimes cauſes thoſe who are dear 
to him, to ſhare the Poverty, as well as the 
Riches of their Maſter. He not only calls 
the Poor of this World, to be rich in Faith 3 
but with the ſame gracious Deſign, he 
abaſes thoſe whom he has called in 
more exalted Circumſtances. His Servant 
Jos, the greateſt of all the Men of the Eaſt, he 
permitted to be ſtripped of his Goods, his 
Children, and his Health. His was a Val- 
ley 
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ley of Humiliation indeed ! Ic i been the 
Lot of many a Believer, to experience in 
different Meaſures, a ſimilar Debaſement, 
And to come down from Affluence to Po- 
Perty, and from wee 3 to N egleet, 
perhaps Contempt. 5 
It is hard to go down into this valley, 
and catch no Slip by the Way. Io ſee 
one's Subſtance melt like Wax before the 
| Fire—one's Schemes and Endeavours to -þ 
procure honeſt T, bings, fruſtrated and. de- | 7 9 
feated the kindeſt Intentions of our Hearts 1 
operating to one's Hurt, through the Ma- 
chinations of the Artful and Deſigning to 
fall a Prey to the Wicked and Opprefſive— 
to ſee one's Friends ſtand aloof from our 
Help—and to feel one's Self in helpleſs In- 
digence; without viſible Reſources. Theſe, 
my Srxr YH, are hard Trials to the Fleſh; 
and it would be much indeed to come down 
from Affluence to this Condition, without 
ſtumbling. Our Corruptions are ſtirred up : 
our Pride, Impatience, Repining, Unbelief, 1 
Rebellion, and other Evils of the Heart are __ 
brought to Light; ſo that, what with Sin Y 
within, and Trouble without, we find our 
Situation truly uncomfortable. 
In ſuch Circumſtances, we need the Af. 
ſiſtance of Przty, DiscrzrTION, CHARITY, 
| E 2 and 
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and PRupkxck. What little Share we have 
of theſe Graces. ourſelves, we have abun- 
dant Call for the Exerciſe of, to keep us 
from quarrelling both with'Go» and Man, 
or doing that which is unlawful or incon- 
venient; and it is ten thouſand to one if \ we 
wholly eſcape doing ſome of theſe Things. 
We need Aſſiſtance alſo from the Przty, 
'DiscreTION, CHariTyY, and PrupaxcE of 
others; to adviſe, admoniſh, comfort and 
help us; to preſerve us from ſinning; ; and 
to Noi our Sorrows. This is one of 
the Bleſſings for which the Communion of 
Saints wasappointed: and he, whois forſaken 
by Chriſtian, as well as by Carnal Friends, 
is humbled indeed. CHRISTIAN found the 
e . of his Aſſociates, a Help, in go- 
ing down the Hill, and their Preſent, a 
ſuitable Refreſhment, before he got rough 
the Valley. | 
Our Humiliation may ig from vari- 
ous Cauſes: our oun Miſconduct and Folly 
through want of Watchfulneſs, may betray 
us into the Power. of our Enemies, whoſe 
Tongues in ſuch a Caſe will have no Mercy 
upon our Character and Reputation. Our 
Connection with, or Relationſhip to thoſe 


who have acted improperly, often expoles 
us 


[ 101 J 
us to ſevere Mortifications, and covers us 
with Shame: but whatever are the Things 
Irhat bring us down into this Valley, I. be- 
ieve it will be found,. that Poverty, or the 


TOM 1 of worldly, Goods, is the moſt humi- 
85 liating of all. n! | 
. No. doubt, the Deſigns Fs our - 
TY, 10 = 

of Father, in leading us. into humiliating! 1— 
5 J tuations, are wiſe and gracious: and either, 


the Correction, or Removal, of Something 
evil in us; or our. Improvement and. 
Growth in the Graces of his Spixir; are, 
the Ends to be obtained by our Viſitation. 

We are prone to love the Creature too much, 

and to be proud of the Giſts of Providence, 

even to a Forgetfulneſs of our abſolute De- 
pendance for them. Our Love to God, 
Faith. in him fbr, providential Bleſſings, and 
our: Bowels f Mercy for, ſuffering, Indi- 
ganeec are tog ten in proſperity, Har dif- 
ferent from what they ſhould be. | Fe/burms 
waxed fat, and. kicked. Too often in ac- 
quiring worldly, Good, -we ſacrifice 70 ou 
own Net, and burn Iucenſa to, our at Drag: 
our own Wiſdom, Prudence, and Diligence. 


4% 424 


and hard Thoughts; perhaps ſevere Cenſure 
ef thoſe who are not ſo ſucceſsful as ourſelves. 
be 2 Gop 


141 20 
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from us that which by our too great Ford: 


to Remembrance, that, this i is nol our Rept 
becauſe it is Pointe. C 


takes away his Gifts, to remind us that he 


neſs: Except the Lord mp! the” "Gig, e 


who are low, is too often the Sin of thoſe 


E wm 7. 

Tod breite the Crterns we have hewn 
ourſelves, that we may return to Hin, + 
Fountain of living Waters : he takes away 


neſs for it, alienated our Hearts from him, 
and drew our Aﬀetions from T hings above 
he puts a Thorn in our Neſt, to awaken us 


To live with God by the Day, in 4 Way 
of Dependance for earthly Good, is as muct 
our Duty in Proſperity, as Adverſity; and 
to aſcribe that Proſperity to any Thing but 
his Bleffing, is infoleat Ingratitude. He 


gave them; and to let us ſee, and feel; to 
the aching of our Hearts; how little our 
Prudence and Diligence could do, toward 
our Proſperity, without His Biefling, when 
our utmoſt Exertions of both VH Nothing 
to preſerve the Things that are melting 
away from our Hands. In vain we riſe up 
early, ſit up late, and eat ihe Bread of Caveful- 


Watchman watcheth in vain. RE 0 
As a Want of proper Syrapathy for thols 


who are exalted ; Gov, who n the ag? 


; : 
P 
1 n 


Tl 
nd gives Grace io the Humble, leads. the 
n, be Proud down into the Valley, that Experi- 


4% e nce may teach them, and feelingly too, 
ond. 4 ze Condeſcenſions and Benevolence that 
lim, due to Sufferers. f 


Y x -S 


8 Thus to mortify our fooliſn Pride, to break 


rs | 9 Jour falſe Confidences, and to make us feel, 
What our Thoughtleſſneſs, may have made 
25 others feel: and when the Loxp the Spirit, 
r adds his Grace, to make deep Impreſſions 
0 on our Hearts, from abaſing Providences. 
it We are compelled to ſay, IL was good for 


aftray, but now I bave kept thy May. 
But though the Children of Gop are fome- 


of Chaſtiſement; this is not always the Caſe? 
ſome of his Children live always in the 
Valley: for Gop has choſen the Poor of this 
World, to be rich in Faith, and Heirs af his 
Kingdom. Many an excellent Saint, have 
all their Life long, eat Bread earned by the 


to Work ; or received it from the Bounty 
of others, when Weakneſs or Age, prevented 
their Labour. _ 

It ſeems allo, that the Loxp brings down 
ſome into the Valley of HuM ILIATION, to 


E 4 | ex 


E ic is Love, the kindeſt paternal LowoffGom 


me to be afflicted ; before I was aſſticted, I went 


times debaſed in worldly Things, by Way 


Sweat of their Brow, while they were able 
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exereiſe and perfect their Faith and Pa- 
tience: and to exemplify, and manifeſt his FL 
tender Love and Care of them, in their Sup- 
port and Maintainance. Never did Paul 22 


appear to greater Advantage, as a Chriſtian, | " 
than- when deprived of the Support of his 
manual Labour, and obliged, through his 5 


Bonds at Rome, to accept the Bounty of 
the Philippians; he declares his Acquieſ- Wl 
cence in the Lot his Maſter choſe for him. | 
Let us hear him, SynTYcas, for greater 
Words cannot come from Lip or Pen. ＋ 
have learned in whatſoever Slate J am, there- 
with to be content, I know both how to be u- 
baſed, and Ihnow how to abound : every wherg, 
and in all Things, I am inſtructed, both 10 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound, and 
70 ſuffer Need: I can do all Things i. . 
Ca RIST Which Rrengtheneth me. 

Many, yea, a Multitude of the Promiles 5 
| of Gov, might be expunged from the Bi- 
ble, if there was no Valley of Humiliation: 
Promiſes, which give us the moſt pleafing 
Ideas of God, as the great Parent of all, 
Whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works ; 
and who is ouR Gop and FaTHER through 
the Lok Jesvs ChRISsT. Theſe are pro- 
8 to our Faith, dat Faith muſt be 

2 bel Wied, 


V : 
tried, or it can never! be more precious 


P oth than tried Gold: It is eaſy to talk“ of truſt- 
ſt his Mig tg the. Logp,..when we..can help « our- 
Sup- (elves, out; of Abe Barn-floor, and. out of the. 
Paul 7 ane-prefs 5. but to pray, Give us. this Day our 
tian, 1 Pai Bread, and not know where it will. 
his Wh come from to belieye:1 that GoD will give 


it in Conſequence, of his Promiſe, is Faith 
indeed Faith, which glorifies Gop, and 


el. exalts his Word.. Lill add, my SyNTYcCns, 
Ai from Experience,. that ſucha Life of Faith, 
er 


though crucifying to , carnal, Pride, has 
Fruits attending it, far more Sweet, far 
more Delicious, than the Bleſſings of Af- 
fluence : none know, my Friend, but thoſe 
who have felt them, thepleaſiug Sentiments 
of Joy, Gratitude, and Love, which the 
Heart feels, when our Supplies come in 
anſwer to Faith and Prayer, through un- 
| ſuſpected Means, which indicate the im- 
mediate Influence of Gob. S 
Me ſee in Paul, that ſüch a Faith, is Fl 
ways accompanied with its megk-eyed.s Sif- 
ter Patience: 0% Grace, phich Ses us the 
rich vith, whatever. 3 dur heavenly 
Father gives us. It ſaves us from the bit 
ter Pangs of thwarted Pride, -in preſent | 
EEO " 5 Abaſe- 


wy 


F 15 1 

Abaſement; and Heart-harrowing Pit: 

treſs, ariſing from future Proſpects. I it 
good therefore for a Mum to- hope, and qu xetly 8 
to wait for the Log : but the Heayt of the 
Wicked is like the troubled Slu, which cafteth 
up Mire and Dirt. Happy they who come 1! 
down with a good Grace? Who humble 
themſelves under the mighty Hand LA Gov, that 1 

he may exalt them In due Tine. 
Adieu, SynTycnt: that you may prove 

Godlinefs avith Contentment to be —_ Gain, 

is the TONNES” Tour. TN 
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WE are told, my Weir Friend. that our 

Adverſary the Devil, goeth about like 

a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour : 
and that we muſt ref him, ſteadfaſt in the 

Faith: as the Traveller, whole Path is in- 

feſted-with Beaſts of Prey, behoves to tra- 

vel warily ; ſo are we exhorted to be fober 

and TE teſt the Fey of Souls ſhould 

_ ſurpriſe 


„ 

ſurpriſe us. Satan's Enmity to Jesus, and 
to the Purchaſe of his Blood, will not per- 

nit one Soul to eſcape to Glory, without 


Dif: 
T5; 


Way. The Captain of Salvation alſo, who 
a Was tempted i in all Points like unto us, per- 
mits it to be lo, that his Glory may be ma- 
WF niteſted in ſuccouring the Tempted ; and 
Vatan be conſounded, through. the Fine 
We of Saints. 
The Temptations of Satan are various, 
and variouſly conducted ; ſome of them are 
inſidious and artful, and calculated to de- 
ceive: ſuch was the Temptation by which 
Eve was. ſeduced, and with ſuch he tried 
our Lord in the Wildernefs : in others he 
is like a roaring Lion, intimidating and 
terrifying his Prey, he appears all Devil 
as he is, and endeavauss to carry his Point 
by dint of Storm: ſuch was tbe Hour and 
Power of Darkieſs with which our Ixs us 
grappled in the Garden. 
In CnRISTIAx's Encounter with Aror- 
L rox, our Author is giving us a metaphori- 
2 Deſcription of theſe Temptations : he 55 
has judiciouſty made the Valley of Humi- 1 
liation the Scene of Action; becauſe, the 


19 we have made in coming doun the Wo 4 
B'S Hil 8 
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Guilt upon us, but alſo afford him Matter 


. [ 108 ] 
Hill—the | Murmuring, Diſcontent, and 
Repinings of our Hearts, not only leave 


for Accuſation. He alſo choaſes to aſſault Me 


us at a Time when our Spirits are weak 


and broken with Affliction, that we may 


be the more eaſily intimidated, and make 


the leſs Reſiſtance. 


CHRISTIAN is deſcribed: as a Soldier 
armed Cap-a-pee for Battle. He was 
harneſſed from Head to Foot, leſt perhaps 
he ſhould meet with Aſſaults by the Way.“ 
In this Deſcription, the Author has cloſely 
followed the Apoſtle Paul, who twice de- 


ſcribes the Believer, as. a Soldier armed 


for Combat, and his Arms as neceſſary to 


enable him to ſtand his Ground in the evil 


Day. This evil Day is, without Doubt, a 


Time of ſore Temptation, and the Con- 
flict of it is deſcribed by the Believer de- 
fending himſelf with Shield and Szworg, 
againſt tbe fiery Dgrts of the Devil. 

= The Deſcription of APoz110Nnis terrible: 


| the! dreadful Imagery is collected from va- 


rious Parts of Scripture; where the Attri- 


butes of the moſt terrible Animals are given 


nim: the Attributes of Leviathan, the 
5 Dragon, the Lion, and the Bear: to. de- 


note 


2% 


1 | 
«bis Pride, his Rage; his Sia and 
e Oh, my SyNrY HE, thoſe who 
Have encountered him, have proved him 
errible. My Heart, even now, ſhudders at 
the Remembrance of the dreadful Conflicts 
nyſelf have had; and at thoſe which have 
1 us deen related to me by others, whoſe Lot it | 
vas to be expoſed to the fierce Aſſaults of . , + |} 
Wthis terrible One: No Man can tell what | 
chat Combat is, but thoſe who have been 
in the Battle themſelves.“ 

It is not the Lot of every Believer; to 
conflict with ſuch ſore Temptations, indeed 
of but few "comparatively. Our gracious 
Lox, who has the Key of the bottomleſs 
Pit, and holds the Dragon's Chain in his 
Hand, will not ſuffer him to do all his hel- 
liſh Diſpoſition promps him to. May my 
Sy rvchꝝ be exempted from this Warfare: 
but as no one knows what is yet to come, 

before his Journey ends; we will attend to 
CHRISTIAN's Combat with APpoLL1ON : 
that if our Kine ſhould ſuffer him to croſs 
your Way, you may not think /ome? ſtrangt 
T7 2 has happened to !.. 

With regard to ſome kinds of Teippta- 
tions, our beſt Wiſdom is to fly: Flee youth- 
Jo e out e among ibem and be 
e = Leben 
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ſeterate—touch not the unclean Thing, G. 
but Satan muſt be r-{#/ed: we have no 
Armour for our Backs. Not to reſiſt this 
Enemy, is to render uſeleſs, Faith, Hope, 
the Word of Gop, and the Powerof Prayer: 
and to lay ourſelves open to inevitable De- 
ſpair, as the natural Effect of theſe Temp- 
tations : for Satan's End in them is to make 
us ſuppoſe we never did belong to Goo; 
or elſe, that Gop has forſaken us for ever. 
Mark, my dear Friend, the. Gradation 
of Temptation, as it appears in the Dia- 
logue, before the Combatants come to cloſe 
Quarters: and mark too, the Conſidera- 
tions by which ſuch evil Suggeſtions of 
Satan ſhould be repelled. | 
The Profits of the World, and the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, are held out as an Allurement 
The Apoſtacy of others is ſuggeſted, as 
what vill probably be our own Conduct: that 
we ſhall never hold out to the End, therefore 
it is as well to give up our Profeſſion now. 
The Difficulties, Dangers, and Suffer- 
ings of the Loxp's People, are contraſted 
with the Safety and Proſperity of Sinners. 
The Recollection of our Sins and Back- 
ſlidings, under a Profeſſion of Religion. 
The Suppoſition that all our Profeſſion of 
Religion is founded in Pride and Vain-glory. 
: | Su 1 


* 


4 * 


&c. 
© No reſtimony of our own Conſciences, that 
Nie Charges of preſent Sins and paſt Back- 


idings, have too much of Truth, ſerve to 


ric and derange the Mind at the ſame 
ime. For, the Accuſer of the Brethren, 


5 when he applies to the Work of Accufation, 
never fails to place every Sin in the moſt 


Pup his Charges by ſuch inceſſant Repetition, 
that we may truly ſay, My Sin is ever before me. 

Our Tranquility diſturbed and broken, 
the Enemy purſues us with evil Thoughts 
of every kind, injected ſo faſt and frequent, 
as to interrupt and hinder us in every Duty. 


beſet, and peſtered with them, in Prayer, 
reading, and hearing the Word, and even 
in the Management of his ordinary Calling; 
WW that it was as if AyoLL1on ſtraddled quite 
& acroſs his Way, and ſtopped him from 80 
ing on. 
"BY Swazms of ill | Thoughts their Bane diffuſe, 
4 Proud, envious, falſe, unclean, 


NE And every ranfack'd' Corner ſhews, 
DN he. Som unſuſpetted Sin.” * 31 35 


PTS 
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TY YCHE, mut it be to a Believer, ſeeking 


zuggeſtions of this kind, backed by the 


"i aggravating Point of View, and to follow 


Many a poor Child of Gop, has been ſo 


How grievous and diſtreſſing, my Syx- : 


God's. - 
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Gov's Face in Ordinances, to be Pfrpetu- 
ally harraſſed with Thoughts, that ſeem to 0 
fill his Mind with Impiety inſtead of Pevo- WE 
tion, and preſent Images to his Imagina- at 
tiom which ſhock and defile him at the Y 3 
ſame Time: too often / has Satan by this P 
ans, prevailed with the Saul, to leave off 
Duty for fear of increaſing Lanſtelien, 
and diveſted it of every Capacity for Proyer, | 
but that of proken, ſhort, Ejaculations. oy 


„% Lord, Hell's fierce Hunter me puifues' TO 

ft: Strongly he holds my Soul i Chaſe: 
19 29 Leſt he. his mark d out Prey ſhookd e ;! 

He waits for me in every Flace: oF 

; « 0 Jacob' s tender ee Een the Poe, 5 


Hurt not my Anointed, Iet my Servant go. 
£ 5.681) GO 16 DNS YOU E Vid 


: Many of the Temptations hy Which * 
Soul i is harraſſed, are prpperly, galled, the 
fiery Darts of tbe; Depil:, Darts, 1 becauſe 


ſuddenly injected : and ey, hecauſe they 
ſeem to inflame us with every Ihing infer- 


i * 
FS 4 


| 5 nal. Well might poor CHRISTIAN ſigh 


and groan : as if his Heart would break, 

while he was engaged! in this, Conflict; for 
none can conceive but, thoſe. Who have 
felt it, what it is. Thoſe who are 47 Eaſe 
in Zion, are ready to look upon all this as 
5 Chimera and Imagination: and even ſome 
5 $0 692 AT a, 7! 


n 
%# * 
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oF-briftians who never experienced it, are 
— F to ſuſpect, that much of it is owing 

meer natural Cauſes. That ſome In- 
IE 36h Irmities and Diſeaſes, may ſo affect the 
4 | Pai Organs, as to have a ſtrange Influ- 

eoce on the Conceptions of the Mind, is 
Xe Franted: and we will ſpeak more of this 
4 "il y and: by.: but this cannot be the Caſe, 
here the Body is in good Health, and the 
I Powers of the Mind poſſeſs their Vigour. 
I vould aſk, if this is all Imagination, 
What are he fery Darts of 7 Devil 1 and 
what their Effect? 

That ſuch Things are, we A 8 
from the Exhortation, to take the Shield of 
Failh as the beſt Defence againſt them: and 
by the Term all, we are led to rm theſe 
Temptations many. 

CuRISTIAN was e in "Re Head, 
Hand, and Foot, which made him give 
a little back. Great Allowances are to be 
made for Perſons under Temptations : from 
the Perturbation of their Minds they may 
judge, ſpeak, and act amiſs: it would be 
next to a Miracle if they did not. It is the 
Nature of Temptation, and the Deſign of 
Satan, to cauſe ſuch Errors in Judgment 
and Conduct, as _ affect the Walk and 
Con- 


ms } 
Chica; in ſome Degree. No Man, 
not the greateſt Saint, is invulnerable : none 
but Jzsus ever came out of this Conflict 
. unwounded, becauſe none but he can ſay, 
The Prince of this World cometh, and hath No- 
| thing in me. And ſo hard did he find the 
Conflict, that he is ſaid to have Compaſſion 
en thoſe that are tempted, io be touched with a 
Feeling of their Infirmities, for that be, binyelp, 
hath ſuffered, being tempted. 

He who ſpeaks of Satan's fery Darts, 
ſpeaks alſo of wreſtling with Princi pali ties 
and Powers, with ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high 
Places. Wreſtling is a cloſer Conflit than 
fighting at Arm's-length, and much more 
arduous. While a Believer can keep his 

Enemy at Sword*s Point, can repulſe him 
as Jesus did, with, thus it is written; though 
he may be wounded, he will ſtand his 
Ground: but who can ſtand, when the 
Enemy cloſes in with us, and wreſtles with 

us with ſudden ſtrong Temptation to ſome 
Sin? Ah poor David! Peter! and many | 
others! what dreadful falls! even to the 
breaking of the Bones. O Gop, enable us 
to watch, and keep our Enemy at Sword's 
Point! Teach us to manage Sword and 


Shield, ſo to believe and apply thy Word, 
| : that 


= [9 
hat we may be able to beat off our cruel 
Foe, and quench his fiery Darts! Alas! 
ow pſtiable is the Caſeofa Soul thus fallen, 
held down by Satan and his own Guilt! 
But perhaps-our Author does not mean by 
CnRISTIAN's Fall, to intimate a Believer's. 
15 being overcome by Temptation, ſo as to 
ſin. though this is often the Caſe; but that 
a Believer, by ſore Temptation, may fall 
under the Power of Unbelief: in fuch a 
Caſe; his Sword may well fly out of his 
Hand: for of what Uſe: is the Word of 
Gop, when we have. loſt our Confidence in 
it? Such an one muſt be preſſad out Mea- 
ſure, above Strength, to deſpair even of Life. 
 InvincrsLe GRACE! how glorious is thy 
triumph! « I am ſure of thee now,” ' cried 
the exulting AeoL1108 ; but ſoon © he 
ſpread his Dragort's Wings and ſped him 
away.“ Victory i is often neareſt, when Ruin 
only appears in ſight. Determined Re- 
folution to hold faſt our Confidence, though 
with a feeble, dying Hand, muſt at laſt 
prevail; for if Gon "we og us, who can be 
againſt us? | 
© CansTian is deſcribed as - abi 
AyoLL1ow without any Aid or Aſſiſtance; 
he ſeems entirely left to the Courage of his 
Heart, 
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Heart, and his Skill in the Uſe of his 
Arms; to ſhew us, that tempted Souls are 
inſenſible of that Grace by which they are 
aſſiſted : even the Tempter.may think them 
left of Gop: he too may ſay, GoD has for- 
Jalen bim, perfecute and: take him, for there W- 
ere none to deliver; him e But was this. the 
Caſe, how een would: be, the t 
of the Fem pte! 6h HE 
Ihe Captain: of our 00 Were us 
too well, and bought us too dearly, to de- 
ſert us in Danger: To deliver his Peoples 
Souls to the Lion, his Darlings lo the Porver 
of the Dog. It is he, in us, maintains the 
Conflict, and ſecures the Victory; and his 
Grace is exalted, for we are more than Con- 
n. through him that laued us. 
Three Things I obſerve, as a Cloſe.to 
this Allegory of ſtrong Temptation. EFirſt. 
the Wounds our Conſcience receive in ſuch. 
Conflicts, can only be healed. by a be- 
lieving Application of the Benefits of 
CuRISs T, as held forth in the Goſpel : his 
Spirit brings ear the Word, which Faith 
plies: for only that Blood 
which was ſhed for Sin, will avail to the 
Healing of the Wounds of Conſcience. 
Serena the Lok p the Spirit, graciouſly 
revives 
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1 
revives and ſtrengthens the Soul by the 
precious Promiſes; they not only heal, but 
Comfort. Gop's Word ſuſtains us like 
Bread, and cheers us like Wine, and the 
Wearineſs and Sorrow we have endured, 
renders Conſolation doubly ſweet. Thirdly, 
Our Temptations' ſhould make us more 


upon our Guard, in 'general. they do ſo: 
+ 4 while we remember ibe Wormwood and the 


Gall, our Souls are humble; but in a while 
we forget: : did we always watch with that 
Warinefs which we watch with juſt after 
Temptation, it would not be ſo much in 
the Power of our ede to attack us by 
Surpriſe. 116 


When we look: back upon this Field of 
Battle, can we help looking up to Gop, 

with that Prayer which our Maſter has 
taught us: Lorp, lead us not into Tempta- 

tion, but deliver us from Evil. Amen, 
ſays oy” | 5 


= 


ANDRONICUS. 
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Drought and of the Shadow of Death; a. Land 
that no Man (but a Chriſtian) paſſeth ibrougb, 


and where no Man dwells. This is the 


ſcriptural Account of it, and therefore the 
true one: but let us hear what thoſe Cow⸗ 


ards ſay, who turn from the Ways of the 
Lon, and bring up an evil Report of 


them, to juſtify their own Cowardice: that 
Seed of the Spies, who ſlandered Gop's 


earthly Canaan; and who, like their Father's, 


Shall die in the Wi i derung, for their Puniſh- 
ment, and never enter into his Reſt. 


« The Valley itſelf,” ſay they, © is dark 


as Pitch: we alſo ſaw there, the Hobgob- 


* are now my * Friend. Dix BY 
tend our Pilgrim throughi other 
Difficulties, through Scenes of Woe: we i 
are to travel with him through a Wilderne/s, {| 
a Land of Deſerts and of Pits, a Lad 


e 8 


lins, Satyrs, and Dragons of the Pit - we 


heard allo in that Valley, a continual Howl. 
ing and Telling, as of People under unut- 


terable Anguiſh, who there ſit bound in 
_ 


% 119 5 
Hiction and Irons; over the Valley hangs 
the diſcouraging Clouds of Confu/ion : Death 
lſo doth always ſpread his Wings over it. 


. 5 


ing utterly without Order.“ 

This is the Account of thoſe who chooſe 
the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, rather than 
„ ſalfer Aſiction with the People of Go. 


2 


rify'the Mind: to all ſuch, the Reply of the 
Pilgrim ſhould be ours. © I perceive not 
yet,” ſaid he, © by what you have ſaid, but 


fas R 1 a wicked Land is 5 
That yields us no Supply, 
No chearing Fruits, no wholeſome Trees, 
No Streams of living Joy. 


Vet the dear Path to thine Abode 
Lies through this horrid Land: 
Loxp! we would keep that heavenly oa, 
And run at thy Command. 


By glimmering Hopes, and gloomy Fears, 

We trace the ſacred Road, 
Through diſmal Deeps, and dangerous Snares, 
. make our Way to Gov. 


You aſk me, SYNTYC HE, what 1s. this 
Valley of the SHapow of DearTn ? I anſwer, 
# | it 


In a Word, it is every Whit dreadful, be- | 


Fxaggerated to the Utmoſt, and embelliſh- 
of ed with the moſt frightful Imagery, to ter- 


that this is my Way to the deſired Haven.“ 
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it does not ſeem a pplicable, fully ſo, to wit 


_ tations and Trials the Godly meet with in 
their Way to Heaven. I am inclinable 
to this Opinion, from the Author's taking 
his Deſcription of this Valley, from the 


both outward and inward at once: but to 


I ro J 
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any particular Stage of the Chriſtian Life; 
but is an Aggregate of almoſt all the Temp- 


Prophet Jeremiah's Deſcription of the De- 


ſert, through which Iſrael paſſed to Ca- 
naan; and in that, he makes it a particular 


Stage of ChRISTIAN's Journey, it is to 
ſhew, that there are Seaſons in which Gop's 
Children are involved in many Afflictions, 


ſhew that this 1s not the common Lot, we 
find, that though poor CHRISTIAN had 
great Darkneſs, Frights and Fears, FaiTH- 
FUL had Sunthine. and CHRISTIANA and her 
Company, had Daylight thro' this Valley. 
CHRISTIAN had Darkneſs through half 
the Valley, he had not the Conſolations of 
Gop's Spirit to ſupport him under Trials; 
when this is the Caſe, Afflictions are 
doubly heavy. The ſenſible Preſence of 
Gop, and the lively Exertions of Faith, 
blunts the Edge of Tribulation, -lightens 
our Burdens, and diſſipates our Fears. The 
Lord's Preſence with the Soul gives Light 
within, - 


BI 
within, though his Providences may be 
very dark without: in ſuch a Caſe, the 
Believer may ſing, for Gop gives him a 
Song in the Night. 
” Though I walk through the gloomy Vale, 
Where Death and all its Terrors are, 
My Heart and Hope ſhall never fail, 
8 cc For Gop my Shepherd's with me thete. 
Amidſt the Darkneſs and the Deeps, 
| Thou art my Comfort, Thou my Stay; 

Thy Staff ſupports my feeble Steps, 

* Thy Rod directs my doubtful Way.“ 

Happy they. who are thus favoured, but 
the nobleſt Exerciſe of Faith is to 7 in 
the LorD, and ſtay ourſelves upon our Gon, 
while we walk in Darkneſs and ſee No Light. 
This, he that fears the Lok, and obeys the 
Voice of his Servant, is exhorted to do, under 
the firmeſt Perſuaſion, that Gop will never 
leave bim nor forſale him: he may boldly ſay, 
The LoRD is my Helper, I will not fear what 
Man fhall do unto me. Such are ſafe, though 
they are not Comfortable, and walk in the 
Ways of Gop with Steadineſs, though ſome- 
what heavily. 

But their Caſc is truly melancholy, who 
not only want ſenſible Comfort in their 
Afflictions, but have their Faith weak, and 
cheir Fears ſtrong ; ; and are at the ſame 

F Time 
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Time, aſſaulted with many and ſore Temp- 
tations: this made poor CuRITISTIAN figh 
bitterly. The Natrowneſs of his Path, 
added to his Diſtreſs, for fear of the Dircu 
and the Quas: a tender Conſcience is 
equally afraid of diſhonouring and diſpleaſ- A 
ing Gop, either by Preſumption or Deſpair. 
But come, my SYNTYCHE, let us look into 
this Drron and this Quas, which ſo ſorely Wi 
put poor CHRISTIAN to it. The Diren is 
it, into which he Blind have led the Blind in 
all Ages, and have both there miſerably 
periſhed. This Character of Blindneſs is 
what JEsus ChRIST gave to the Phariſees, 
and their deluded Followers: to the Former, 
becauſe they taught their own Inventions 
and Traditions, and made void the Command- 
ment of Go; to the Latter, for believing 
them, without ſeekingafterthe Truth. Jrsus 
gives them this Appellation from the Pro- 
Pphets, who thus deſcribe the falſe Prophets 
of their Day. Their Tongue and their Doing, 
is againſt the LorD, to provoke the' Eyes of 
his Glory; for the Leaders of this People cauſe 
them to err, and they that are led of them are 
| deflroyed. The Prophets prophecy falſely, and 
my People love to have it ſo, and what will they 
do in the End ? Preſumptuouſly departing 


- from 
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1 | 
from the Rule of Gop's Word, is the Sin 
here pointed out; and the Ditch is the 
Perdition into which ſuch Perſons fall. 
Should you object here, that Blindneſs 
is the Metaphor for Ignorance ; and that 


mp 
ſi igh 
ath, 
"CH 


- Sins of Ignorance are not Preſumption,; 
ir. anſwer, the Blindneſs does not relate 
to þ 1 to the Conduct, but the Conſequence. | Let 
| 1y Ehcſe Gentry ſpeak for themſelves, 7 hall 


eve Peace, ſay they, though I walk in the 
Imagination of an evil Heart, to add Drunk- 
 enneſs to Thirſt: they Know that they offend, 
but they flatter themſelves with Impunity. 
A Chriſtian, walking in Darkneſs, and at 
the ſame Time compaſſed about with Trou- 
ble, is in Danger at leaſt, of being tempted 
to preſumptuous Sins. Hence that Prayer, 
ar back thy Servant from preſum ptuous Sins. 

As to the QA, David ſhall inform us, 
for he was in it: 1 fink, ſaid he, in deep 
© Mire, where there is no ſtanding, I am come 
into deep Waters where the Floods: overflow me: 
Jam weary of my crying, my Throat is dried, 
mins Eyes fail while I wait for my Gop. And 
when he ſpeaks of his Deliverance, he ſays, | 
He drew me up out of the horrible Pit, and out © 
_ of the miry Clay. This Deſcription points out 
a State of Mind affectingly diſtreſſing; in 
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: which the Chriſtian's Hope 7s 4s the giving 
up of the Gheſt: and this Diſtreſs ariſes from 
a deep Senſe of Guilt and Unworthineſs; 
without a proportionate View! of the free 
Grace of Gop, and the boundleſs Merit 0 
an Blood of CHRIST. 
Let us keep in Mind, 8 chat f 
our Pilgrim was in a State of Darkneſs, i 
and that his Difficulty of avoiding the 
Direk and the Quas, aroſe from this 
. Circumſtance : had it been Light, Care 
uVould have been neceſſary, for the Path 
was very narrow. Indeed, my dear Friend, 
though Preſumption and Deſpair, ſeem to 
be oppoſites, the Tranſition from one to 
the other, is very ſhort; it is nothing more 
than the turn of a Thought. 
Reflect, my Syxrxvchr, that the Path 
which the Goſpel marks out, is the middle 
Line between Legality and Antinomianiſm: 
in other Words, between. aſcribing to the 
Law, too much or too little. Let us ex- 
emplify this. 

By Legality, we mean Gach a Regard t to 
| the Law, as leads us to look to it for 
Conſolation; but our Conſolation muſt flow 
only from the Goſpel, which teſtifies of Jul. 
p rification, and that Ys Ferough the Redemp- 
SEES, 3 Lion 
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vn bib 16 in Jesus CHRIST. We aſeribe 
herefore too much to the Law: if we e 
dect from it a Ground of Confidence. 

By Antinomianiſm, we underſtand aſ- 
Eat too little to the Law: inferring 
rom the Doctrines of Grace, ſuch a Re- 
that! eaſe from the Law, as abſolutely annihi- 
eſs, tes all its Authority over us; and conſe- 
the ay we ceaſe to judge of, and try Our- . 
his ſclves by 1, : 
areß Now ler us mark the Midway between | 
the two, namely, the. proper Uſe of both 
Law and Goſpel. The Former is the Rule 
of our Conduct, for toe are not without Law 
to Gor, but under a Law to CHRIST: the 
Latter is the Ground of our Confidence 
and Hope, as it holds forth to us, Redemp- 
tion in the Blood of CuRISsr, the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins. If while we ſeek to this for Com- 
fort, we ceaſe to regard our Obligations to 
the Law, as a Rule of Life; we expoſe our- 
ſelves to Temptation and Sin, and verge to- 
wards the Dire. If weloſe Sight of the Hope 
of the Goſpel, and look to the Law for Com- 
fort; the Senſe of inward Pollution and out- 
ward Imperfection, overwhelms us with 
Quilt, and we fink into the Quac. 
T0 one that walks i in the Light of Gop s 

Countenance, it may be ſaid, Let thine Dyes 
| F 3 lock 
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is not ſufficiently attended to by the Lorp's 
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look rigbi on before thee, and thine” Han 
Pander the' Path of thy Feet. He that walketh 
uprightly, walketh ſyrely: But a Soul in 
Parknefs, and agitated with Temptations 
and Troubles, finds it is not ſo eaſy to keep. | 
in the Middle of the Path: he feels his agi- 
tated Heart continually deen to pre- 


ſume, or to deſpair. | 
This. subject affords a Reflection, which 2 


People: it is this, that when we feel leaſt 
the Conſolations of the Goſpel, we may 
have the moſt unequi vocal Marks and Evi- 
dences of the Truth of Grace. Moſt Per- 
ſons talk of a comfortable Evidence of 
their State, and are diſtreſſed when they 
ard Without Comfort, as if they had loſt 
their Evidence. Such Perſons would do 
well to recollect, that Comforts are the 
moſt equivocal of all Evidences—that the 
Stoney-ground Hearers had them, yet _— 
10 Root in themſel drt. Fut mark 8 
Currsrian, in the Valley of the ae 
or Darn, involved in Darkneſs and Trou- 
ble! what is his Care and Anxiety? It is to 
keep in the Way: it is to avoid preſuming 
on the Goodneſs of Gop on one Hand; or, 
"Oy of chat Goodneſs on the other. 
Mark 


/ 
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Mark his Fears, Care, and Conan 
how warily he treads: Can you heſitate, 
SYNTYCHE, to affirm that his Man has the 
Root of the Matter in him ? . | 
We proceed now to a Species of Temp- 
tations which are peculiar, and which ma- 
ny of Gop's People know nothing about: 
and I Truſt, in a ſhort Time, they will 
none of them know any Thing of them. It 
is that kind of Temptation, which is alle- 
goriſed by CurIsTIAN's paſſing by the 
Mouth of Hell, and imagining that he 
heard a Company of Fiends coming to- 
wards him, Two Thirigs, I apprehend, 
concured to give Satan an Advantage to diſ- 
treſs and terrify many of the Loxp's Peo - 
ple formerly. Mankind, till lately, were 
in the almoſt univerſal Belief of the Exiſt- 
ence of Witches, and the viſible Appear- 
ance of DeviLs, HoBGoBLINs, and Grosrs : 
a Faith, which naturally engendered Fears 
and Terrors in the Mind: and as the God- 
ly were equally under the Power of theſe 
Prejudices with others; it afforded SATAN 
frequent Opportunities to terrify and diſ- 
treſs them. The Perſons moſt liable to 
theſe Harraſſings, were thoſe who were 
naturally ſubject to lowneſs» of Spirits, or 
85 F 4 wuhoſe 
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whoſe Spirits, were made low and broken 
by Trouble: Satan availed himſelf of their 
bodily Indiſpoſition and Prejudicies, to at- 


tack and poiſon their very Faculties, to 


cloud and diſturb their Ima ns, and 


Fill them with Terrors. 


When burning for Witchcraft ceaſed, 
the very Idea of Witches began to die away: 
ſo, as the Belief of Apparitions has ſubſided, 
and the human Imagination is no longer 
ſubject to Terror upon that Account; it 
would be almoſt-a Miracle to meet with a 
Saint who has ſeen the Devil. | * 

But what, my SyxTycus, tat thoſe 
dear Souls have ſuffered, whoſe Imagina- 
tions were tortured by his Illufions? and 


how deep the Malice of that.curſed Spirit, 
who delighted thus to torment them. Re- 
joice, with me, Friend, that his Game is 


ſpoiled i in this Reſpect, and the Day is 


coming, when their Lozp will avenge them, 


and ſuitable Reward bim for his infernat_ 
Pranks. Lokp, cut ſhort his Reign in 


every Reſpect, and by thy Word and Spirit, 


deſtroy all the Warks of ihe Devil. So pray 
with thy A 
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Fes of my Heart, it is his 4 
Lot not to have known, nor to have 
been barraſſed by the Depths of Satan: hi- 
WFrherto the Shepherd has gathered_thee with- 
his Arm, and carried thee in bis Boſom ; thy 
Way has been moſtly tranquil, and thy 
Trials and Temptations. comparatively 
light. Thou oughteſt not to be ;gnorant of 
Satan's Devices, for two Reaſons, that thou 
mayeſt be upon thy Guard againſt an Hour 
of Temptation, and know BP: to pity thoſe 
| r- are tempted. 8 
There is another View of Temptation 
included in our Author's Metaphor, and 
which by him is interwoven with the For- 
mer ; but I have ſeparated them for your 
Inſtruction, and becauſe I have known 
them to exiſt ſeparately. The Subjects of 
this Temptation, are alſo Perſons of low 
Spirits, either naturally ſo, or through Affſic- 
tion; and their Trial is exceeding great. 
The uſual Progreſs of this Temptation 


I have marked to be nearly as follows: 
the 


o 9 1. 
+1. the Tempter begins in his Character of Ac- 
cuſer of the Brethren, and as ſuch Perſons are 
much addicted to melancholy Muſing, he 
- > © recalls to their Remembrance, all former 
Sins and Backſlidings, of which they have 
repented, and afterward walked in Com- 
munion with Gop: he ſuggeſts, that pre- 
ſent Trouble, and the hiding of Gov's 
Face; is the Controverſy of Gop againſt 
them for Sin, and perhaps the Earneſt of 
_ everlaſting Puniſhment: thus he begets in 
the Soul the Fear of periſhing for ever. 
Fears thus created, are ſupported and 
increaſed, by Aſſaults upon the Imagina- 
tion, which under bodily Weakneſs, or 
mental Depreſſion, i is peculiarly impreſſive. 
Thoughts of the moſt horrid, blaſphemous, 
and unclean Nature, peſter the Mind, and 
pollute the Ideas, often to the irritating the 
depraved Affections and corrupt Propenſi- 
ties. -Self-examination tends but to in- 
creaſe the Diſtreſs, becauſe the Conſciouſ- 
neſs in too many Reſpects agrees with the 
Temptation from without: | 


oy Oh! the Pangs by Chriſtians felt, 
v When their Eyes are open; 
* When they ſee the Gulph of Guilt | 
« 'They muſt wade and grope in: 


* 
FL 


« When 


„ 
+ When the Hell appears within, | 
- «©. Cauſing bitter Anguiſh ; 
« And the loathſome Stench of Sin 
Makes the Spirit languiſh. 
Now the Heart diſclos'd, betrays 
„ All its hid Diſorders ; ; 
60 Enmity to Gov's right Ways, 
oh Blaſphemies and Murders; 
« Malice, Envy, Luſt, and Pride, 
. *« Thoughts obſcene and filthy, 


* Sores, corrupt and putrified, 
«« No Part found or healthy,” 


4 Things to promote our Fall, 
„ Shew a mighty Fitneſs, 
“ Satan will accuſe withall, 
«© And the Conſcience witneſs.” 


Jou cannot, my dear Friend, ſuppoſe it 
a difficult Matter for Satan to perſuade 


ſuch, at leaſt at Times, that Gop has for- 
ſaken them, and given them up to their 
ovn Vileneſs: and conſequently to impreſs 
the Imagination with the moſt terrifying 
Ideas of his Vengeance, eſpecially as they 
are not able to diſtinguiſh between, the Sug- 
geſtions of Sa rax, and their own native 
Thoughts. | 

To reaſon with, or attempt to comfort 
ſuch Perſons, is almoſt in vain: becauſe 
they ſuppoſe their Caſe peculiar, and that 


no one was ever like them, unleſs deſerted 
and 


* caſt off by the Lorp; if indeed they 
meet with, or hear of any whoſe Experience 
bears, or has borne, a Similariry with theirs, 
the poor diſconſolate Heart, receives a 
gleam of Hope ; but nothing can remove 

their Diftreſs, till the Lorp /ifes up the 
Light of bis Countenance upon them, and 
turns the Shadow of Death into the Morning. 


; It has been objected againft calling ſuch 
5 a State as this, a State of Temptati 
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it is inconceivable how Sa rax can gain ac- 

ceſs to our Spirits, ſo as to give Motion to- 

our Thoughts, nd make Impreſſions upon- 

| our Imaginations: ſuch Ob) ectors therefore 
plead, that this Diſtreſs muſt ariſe from 
| meer natural Cauſes ; ſych as bodily Diſ- 
orders, affecting or deranging the Mind: 

that if the Cauſe can be removed by Medi- | 
eine the Effect will ceaſe; + : 
| % That bodily Diſorder may be the Cauſe 
. + ncholy or Madneſs, I can readily 
=—_ ; * agree: but at the ſame Time, I plead that 
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„ Perſons melancholy or mad, are tenacious 


of the Thoughts which feed their Diſorder: 

but the Tempted would gladly get rid of 

his, he hates and abhors thoſe evil Thoughts 
iin his Mind, and endeavours to 


| put thema away: ene and ſtrives againſt 
them 


them with all his Might: chat bodily Dif- 
order may ſometimes be the Cauſe, is not 
diſputed, but it is only a ſecondary one, and 
by which che Tempter gains an Advantage. 
It is argued, chat it is inconceivable how 
the Enemy of Souls can have acceſs to our 
Spirits. argue in return, that for a Thing 
to be inconceivable, does not diſprove its 
Reality; we know ſo little of the Nature of 
Spirits, that it is no Wonder we ſhould be 
unable to deſeribe their Mode of Oppera- 
tion: we know, that is, every ſerious Perſon 
does know, that in ſound Health and gaod 
animal Spirits, oftentimes Thoughts which 
ve hate, and which diſtreſs and terrify us, 
ariſe in the Mind; but we are able to reſiſt 
them and they paſs away, we cannot ſup- 
poſe them to ariſe from ourſelves, becauſe 
they ſhock us with their Contrariety, even 
to our natural Inclinations. It is eaſy then 
to conceive that the Effect of ſuch Thoughts 
muſt be great upon a weak and ſickly Mind. 
If bodily Diſorders were the ſole Cauſe 
of the Diſtreſſes we are treating of; the Re- 
moval of theſe Diſtreſſes would be analogous 
with the Removal of their Cauſe, which is 
gradual ; but the Contrary is generally the 


_ Cafe: the Dann moſtly ſudden and 
inſtan- 
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inſtantaneous, as if the Lozp deſigned to 
bar all Diſpute of its being his own Work. 
If I may be allowed to conjecture what 


are SATAN'S Ends and Deſigns in theſe 
Temptations, I ſuppoſe them to be the 


Following : To drive the Tempted to ſeek. 


Relief by unlawtul Means—to confirm the 
Report, of the Ungodly, that Religion is a 
melancholy Buſineſs, and thereby deter and 
frighten them from ventering upon it, and 
to ſtagger the Faith even of the Godly 
pings 
If it be aſked why the Lorp permits any 
of his Children to be thus tempted ; I an- 
ſwer, from the general Tenor of Scripture, 
that it is for the Trial of their Faith. Four 
important Ends are anſwered by this Trial ; 


God is glorified 1 in his Faithfulneſs to his 


Promiſe, in not fuffering his Saints to be 
tempted more than they can bear, aud in every 
Temptation making a Way for their Eſcape. 
Secondly, Gob is glorified in the Fidelity 


and Love of his tried Servants, whom no 


Hardſhips can fright, or turn away from 
the Path of Holinefs. Thirdly, Such Tri- 


als tend much to the future Steadineſs, 


Comfort, and Uſefulneſs of Saints. Peter 
Joſt Nothing by being ſifted in Satan's 
OIEVE ; 
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Sieve; but his Temerity and Self-conft- 


' dence. And Fourthly, It is the ſore Mor- 


tification and Vexation of SATAN, to be 
foiled and trodden down, by thoſe he ſeeks 
to deſtroy. Diſappointed Malice ſuffers 
the ſevereſt Pangs. J ought to add a Fifth, 

The SoxG os Heaven will be, They over- 
came him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by 
the Word of their Teſtimony: 

Well, my dear -SyNTYcCns, you fee the 
Way to Heaven is not only ftrait and nar- 
row, but to ſome of the Loxbꝰ's Servants, 

it is peculiarly rugged: Be not diſcouraged: 
but learn to endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier 
of Jzsus Cnrisr ; for though Afiizzion for 
the Preſent is grievous, it worketh out for us a 


far more exceeding and eternal ꝛweigbt of Glory. 
Ponderous Crowns are referved in Heaven 
for tempted Saints: if ſuch have the bit- 
tereſt Lot on Earth, they wilt have the 


brighteſt Crowns in Heaven, and approach 
neareſt in celeſtial Splendor to the CayTain 
of their Salvation, who was himſelf mags 
pes. through Suffering. 

The Morning being come, CurrsTIAaN 
looked back, and had a more perfect View 


of the Dangers he had paſſed through. No- 


thing, my dear Friend, ſo much affects 
| | Fs „ 
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ind dot a Believer, as a Retroſpect * 
his Way, it affects him with Gratitude and 
Wonder. The Command to Iſrael was; 
'T hou ſhalt remember all the Way which the 
Lok D thy Gop hath led thee, theſe forty Vears 
in the Wildernf to hnmble thee, and to prove 
thee, to know tohat was in thine Heart, whether 
thou would keep bis Commandments or no. Such 
a Retroſpect, is the brighteſt Comment on 
thoſe Words, who are kept by the Power La , 
Gop through Faith unto Salvation. . 
The Seaſon of Deliverance from great | 
Temptation, is not an Exemption from 
other Difficulties. Watchfulneſs and Prayer 
are ſtill neceſfary : the Pilgrim's Way, after 
the Sun aroſe, was, if poſſible, more dan- 
gerous than before; ſet full of Snares, 
Traps, Gins, Nets, &c. that had it been 


Dark, if he had had a thouſand Souls, they 


had in Reaſon been caſt away; but the Sun 

was rifſen: you remember, SynTyYcus, that 
though the Sun was riſen, our Pilgrim was yet 
in the Valley of the SnApOW or Dark, a 
State of accumulated Trouble and Afﬀic- 
tions. It is ſaid, Many are the Troubles of 
the Righteous. Now every Species of Trou- 


ble has its peculiar Snares and Difficulties ; 
and it ſcems, from our Author's Manner, 


as 


L N 
ſometimes befall us about worldly Things, 
Temptations of SaTan : for ought I know, 
moſt powerfully ſtrike our Senſes, which 


Preſence of Gop, keeps us aliveto Courage, 
Watchfulneſs, and Patience. How precious 
therefore that Promiſe, I will lead the Blind 


crookel Things trait: theſe Things will J ds 
unto them, and not for/ake them, ſaith the LoRD, 

The Cave of Poet and Pacan, at the 
End of the Valley—the Blood, Bones, Afhes, 
and mangled Bodies of Men, are to remind 
us how much greater the Trials of thoſe 
who have gone before us were, in Com- 
pariſon of ours: beſides, the Temptations 
of SATAN, and the Troubles of the Fleſh ; 
they jeoparded their Lives for ChRISTH : 


Providence remits us that Part of the 
Croſs at preſent. Paganiſm is dead here, 


and Popery old, and crippled: No- 
thing remains but the hiſtorical Monu- 
ments of their cruel Maſſacrees. Alas ! my 


: dear 
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as if he thought, that the Tribulations which 
are more dangerous to our Souls than the 
he may be right, becauſe theſe Things 


are our moſt vulnerable Parts; but the 


by a Way which they know not, I will lead 
them in Paths which they have not known? 1 
will make Darkneſs Light before them, and 


+; 


| „ 
dear Country !' would to Gop it could not 
be ſaid to thee, ſince the Departure of Pa- 
7 ganiſm and Popery ; The Blood of the Inno- ar 

23 " cent is found in thy Skirts, not by 4 ſecret ca 

3% Search, but u pon thy Princes, Prieſts, and 8 
Rulers, Let us draw a Veil over the In- C 
famy of ProTesTANT PERSECUTION, at leaſt 
for the preſent, and bleſs Jepovan, TO 0 
has broken the Arrow and the Bow. "0 
mW: 


To the Conduct of his Grace, I com- 
mend my dear Friend, wiſhing him the 
Divine Preſence in Proſperity and Adverſity. W 
and remain his Affectionate | 


 AnDRONICUS. 


LETTER XIII. 


O have Communion with Saints in 
Ordinances, is a bleſſed Privilege, 
becauſe entitled to a gracious Promiſe. 
Wherever two or three, ſays the Redeemer, 
are gathered together in my Name, there am [ 


__— in the Midſi of them. This Privilege tends ; 


5 


Inſtruction: but there are Circumſtances 
ariſing in our Chriſtian Courſe, which we 
cannot bring forward before a religious 


Society; in which, nevertheleſs, we need 
Counſel and Aſſiſtance. 


of Conduct in this Reſpect. It is to attach 
, ourſelves to one or more, whaſe Properties 
and Diſpoſitions are ſuch, that we can cor- 
dially and unreſervedly, unite with them 
in cloſe and intimate Friendſhip. Ixsus 
loved all his Diſciples, he loved them ten- 
derly : but there were a few who appear 
to have been diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, 

by a cloſe and intimate Friendſhip. Now 
Jesus loved Martha, and her Siſter, and Ba- 
zarus. Theſe appear to have been a happy 
Family in one another; united in Bonds of 
facred Friendſhip, as well as the Ties of 
Blood ; and peculiarly happy in having 
their great Maſter a Party in their Friend- 


ſhip. Theſe Siſters, therefore, when their 


Brother Lazarus was fick, ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to JEsvs, couched in Terms, which 
only the ſtricteſt F riendſhip, and cloſeſt In- 
timacy would admit of: LogD, he whom 


"on 8 16. fi k. Sg 
The 


_ * 


much to general Edification, Comfort, and 


. Our gracious Maſter has ſet us a Pattern 
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The Recorder of this ſacred Friendſhip; 
2s if emulous that Mankind to the End of 
the World ſhould know that his Heart 


was attached to Jesus, by every poſſible 
Bond; informs us, at the Cloſe of his Goſ- 
pel, that he himſelf was emphatically diſ- 


tinguiſhed by the Appetlation of be Diſciple 
m4 fesus loved: and by the peculiar: 


_ Circumſtance of oceupying the Place of 


ſpecial Intimacy, that of Leaning on the 
Lord's Breaſt at Supper, and taking the 
Liberty to aſk a Queſtion. which: none of 
the other Diſciples preſumed to aſk, though: | 
they wiſhed: to do it: LOADS which- is he. 


that betrayeth thee ? 


The Goſpel, while it opens the Ha 
wich a Divine Philanthropy towards all 
Mankind, and unites the Hearts of Be- 
levers in pure Affection, for their Re- 
deemer's. Sake does not forbid—ſays No- 
thing to difcourage, but rather offers Mo- 


tives for cloſe, particular, perſonal Friend- 
ſhip amongſt Individuals: the Maſter 


himſelf has ſanctified the Practice by his 
own Example. 5 
The Benefits of Friendſhip are great and 
many : half the good Things that are done 
in the World, arife from the particular 
| L_ 


| F 
1 and Regards that Men have for 
one another. David had not eſcaped being 
deſtroyed by Saul, if Fonathan had not loved 
him as his own Sou. 
The Bleſlings of Chriſtian Friendſhip 
are ten thouſand fold. For as Iron ſbarp- 
eneth Iron, ſo doth a Man the Countenance of 
his Friend by hearty Counſel. Cordial Aﬀec- 
tion, and unreſerved Confidence, opens 
the Way to, and impells the Parties to a 
peculiar Fellowſhip in each other's Joys and 
Sorrows, and forms their Hearts to mutual 
Endeavours towards each other's Welfare, 
in all Things both ſpiritual and temporal. E : 
My Heart retains the pleaſing Remem- 1 
brance, of the dear and valuable Benefits 5 
it enjoyed in Friendſhip with SynTrcus,. 1 
when Providence placed our Habitationss 
nearer each other; and now, Fbleſs Goo 
for the Conſolation I receive from his Let- 
ters, in theſe Days of Darkneſs and Afflic- 
tion ; Days of Sorrow which almoſt over- 
whelm me. 
. Wor Pilgrim finds a Friend and ik 
- panion in bis beloved FarTHevr : and our 
Author, by letting us hear their Converſa- 
tion, and ſee their affectionate Conduct to. 
ward each other, gives us a lovely Picture 
. of 


LR <5; 
of that Fellowſhip which Saints, enjoy whoſe 1 
Hearts are anited to each ther: in ane of 
Amity. | | 
The Goſpel exharts. to 8 0 
Friendſhip is a Spur to it. FarTarur, 
1 though he ſet out after CHRISTIAN, had 
1 out- gone him, and when the other firſt ſaw 
WJ. him, was conſiderably before him in the 
__ Way. Some of Gop's People grow faſter 
12 than others, either from their being more 
1 j diligent, or meeting with fewer Hindrances. 


2 11 It is remarkable that FAI THrol ſtopped no 
= ns here to reſt him, nor did he meet with 
1 any Conflicts that detained him long: He 
[ "1 | | is the Characteriſtic of that ſtrong . and 

| 


ſteady Faith which holds on its Way with- 
out Intermiſſion: nor, when CanISTIAx 

called after him, could he be induced to 
wait, though for the Bleſſing ofa Companion. 
Similarity in our Degrees: in Grace is 
deſirable, becauſe Equality is the Soul of 
Union; but thoſe who are behind, ought 
1 not to expect thoſe who have ſurpaſſed 
_ them, either to ſtop, or come back for them: 
| to condefcend to, and bear with the In- 
1 firmities of the Weak, is one Thing, to 
| if : ſink into their Weakneſſes is another. 
Wh: - FarTaeuL's Anſwer is in Point, © No,” 
Bo _ ſaid 


EE LI. | 
ſaid he, I am upon my Life, and the 
Avenger of Blood is behind me.” We 
' therefore ſtrive to gain the Emi- 


nence of thoſe we wiſh to have for Com- 
panions ; and perhaps, like Cn RISTIAN, we 


may even exceed them. | 
Alas! SynTycut, how many are our 
| Dangers from this depraved Nature of ours: 
even our ſpiritual Attainments may become 
a Source of Vainglory. Humility is the 
Guard of every other Grace; but when we 
begin to think we are ſomething great, we 
are in danger of falling, if not already 
fallen. The grieved Spirit, withdraws his 
ſacred Influences, and to humble our Pride, 
leaves us to ourſelves. We ſtumble and 
fall, and are glad of the Comfort and 
Counſel, not only of thoſe our Emulation 
has outſtripped, but even of the weakeſt 
Believer, whoſe Attainments we have 
thought poor in Compariſon with our own. 
Accidents of this kind, if I may preſume 
to call them by that Name, often ſerve to 
temper our Spirits to that Pity, Patience, 
and Forbearance, neceſſary to walk as Com- 
panions with others. When Farrhrul had 
helped up his fallen Brother, they went on 
very lovingly together. Now let us attend 
8 to 
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to their Converſation, and firft of the City 
of Drsrzucriox, from whence they came. 
There was a great Talk in that City af- 
ter Cuklsxfax left it, of the Judgments 
that did hang over it; but none forſook it 
ſave FarTHFUL. So have I known, my 
SYNTYCHE, the Preaching of the Word in 
many Places where it was new, beget a 
Deal of Converſation, ſeemingly in the 
Way of Approbation and Faith ; but the 
Reſult ſhewed that but few believed it. No- 
tion and Faith are very different Things. 
Next come we to Neighbour PLiasLe, who 
told good CHRISTIAN © he ſhould poſſeſs 
the brave Country alone for him.“ A pliable 
Diſpoſition is ſometimes an unprincipled 
one; which bends with the Times, and of- 
ten loſes its own Ends, which are Advantage, 
by doing ſo. To eſcape Wrath, and at- 
tain Glory, are Objects that may attract a 
caxnal Mind, eſpecially Perſons of a ſoft 
and pliable Diſpoſition, and conſequently, 
they begin a Profeſſion of Religion ; but 
when Difficulties and Trials come in the 
Way of the alluring Bleſſings, they fall 
away. Our Lord ſays, The evil Spirit goeth 
out of Man—but, be ſaith, I will return again 
jo my own | Houſe, WHERE J came out —ſo he re- 
3 |  turneth, 


. 
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amel, and iabelb 4% himſelf ſeven other Spi- 
. rits more wicked than himſelf, and they enter in 
f and dwell there, ſo the laſt State of that Man is 


. worſe than the firſt. Theſe Fools think to 

make their Peace with the World, by ſhew- 

; ing a more than ordinary Diſlike to Reli- 

9 gion. But the World always ſneers at an 

abortive Undertaking, whether it is friend- : 

; ly or inimical to the Object purſued. 

It is therefore a juſt Judgment of Gov, 
to give up the PL1aBLes to the Contempt 
which their Cowardice deſerves. Jxsus 
CurIsr does not conceal the Croſs from 

the Eyes of Men, if they will not ſee it till 
they feel it, who is to blame? His Words 
are plain—Whofcever doth not bear his Croſs - 
and come after me, cannot be my Diſciple. For  -© 
which of you intending to build a Tower ſitteth =_ 
not doton firſt and counteth the Caſt, whether _— 
be bave ſufficient to finihh it, leſt baply, afterbe 
hath laid the Foundation, and is not able to =_ 
Smniſh it; all that beheld it begin to mock him, =_ 

ſaying, This Man began to build, and was not 
able to fniſhb. Bunyan's PlIABIE went 
back at the ir Rub: others may, bear a 
few more, and yet go back: be it ſooner 
or later, it matters not, the Apoſtate will 
mect with Contempt in this World, and 

Condemnation in the next. es 
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Let us, SynTycux, count the Coſt: it 
is true, we have ſtood ſome Bruſhes, and 
your ANDRONICUs has ſtood ſome that has 
tried his Strength, and left conſiderable. 
Scars and Wounds upor: him. What then? 
we have not yet finiſhed our Warfare, and 
what we have yet to meet with, Gop only 
knows. Let us, I ſay, count the Coſt : Have 
we ſufficient 10 finiſh ? If we have nothing 
but Nature's Strength, our Doing will ſoon 
be done; but if we can ſay, The Lorp Jr- 
HOVAH is my Strength, let us go forward and 
fing, He alſo is become my Salvation. RY 
« Jesvs, I hang upon the Word 
«« My feeble Soul has heard from thee ; 
Be mindful of thy Promiſe Lox p, 
Thy Promiſe made to ſuch as me, 


« To ſuch as Sion's Paths purſue, 
« Who dare believe that Gov is true,” 


It is profitable to converſe about Others, 
when we do it in a proper Spirit, and the 
Uſe we make of it, is to note, what hinder- 
ed the Intention of aſſum ing a Profeſſion 
from becoming effectual; or if aſſumed, what 
occaſioned Shipwreck of Faith and of a good 
Conſcience? Scripture has recorded many 

Things for our Warning and Example: we 
may follow its Pattern, and improve the 


Things 


2 


{ ww 1 
'"'M hings that have fallen within our own 
Knowledge in the fame Way. PE 
But the ſweeteſt and moſt inſtructive 
Converſe: is, when Friends in Jzsvs freely 
relate to each other, the Secrets of their 
Hearts the Temptations they have met 
with in the Way how they were put to 
it By them—what they ſuffered—and how 
they eſcaped. Believe me, Sy ry H, theſe 
are Matters, not to be communicated-.to 
every wayfaring Man who wears a Pit- 
grim's Garb: I muſt know the Man to 
whom I tell the Secrets of my. Heart, and 
be known of him: much Miſchief has been 
done by experimental Converſation with 
improper Perſons, who have turned to Ri- 
dicule, what proper Perſons would have 
improved to Edification. I would talk, 
SYNTYCHE, of the Doctrines and Com- 
mandments of the Loxp, with all who are 
diſpoſed to converſe of them; but-I will 
talk of my Experience, and open my Se- 
crets, only to the Friends of my Heart. 
I am ſtruck with that ſweet Simplicity*- 
with which Farrarvi. relates his Expe- 
rience to CHRISTIAN: but thus it ſhould 
be done, or not at all; and I cannot help 
remarking from the Nature of his, that is, 
G „  -  : Fam 
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Fäairhrur's Temptations, that our Author 
deſigns to give us the peculiar Trials of 
Saints called in early Life, while they are 
5 ſubject to all the Propenſities of Youth: 
= but let us hear him. 

= - His firft Trials were from the Losrs of 
che Fresn, than which perhaps Nothing is 
bp : more enſnaring to the Soul, perplexing to 
the. Conſcience, or difficult to overcome. 
as Hence the Exhortation, Beware of fleſtly 
| Tus which war againſt the Soul. They 

8 promiſe much Content and Satisfaction, 
and apply to Feeljngs and Inclinations 


which are almoſt iyreſiſtable; nay, I may 
tirely ſo. But how . 


| ? It was by Faith: 
for he remembered and believed _ old 
Writing, which ſays of the Harlot, Her 
Steps take hold of Hell, ſo he followed that 
old Example, I bave made a Covenant with 
w Eyes: wherefore ſhould T look upon a Maid. 
KF -  _ _ Not only the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, but 
3 . many Things which promiſe Delight to 
* the carnal Appetite, preſs hard upon the 
1 youthful Mind. Youth is a Period adapted 
_—— to reliſh and enjoy the Luſis of the Fleſh, 
—_ the Luſts of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life: 
1 tthat Seaſon of Litei is ſtrongly inclined to the 
5 5 Things 
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Things of the t Adam. Eaſe, Pleaſures 


Honour, and Profit, have alluring Aſpects : 
riper Ages of Life ſele& their particular 


Idols; but Youth graſps at them all. No 


Wonder Fal rhrol at firſt found an Incli- 


nation to go with the Orůu Max: and 


when at laſt he rejected him, felt ſuch a 


deadly Twitch of his Fleſh, that he thought 
the Oro Man had pulled Part of kin meer 


himſ Af. 
To avoid the Imputation of being FOES 


of Pleaſure more than Lovers of Gop; to deny 


Ourſelves of worldly Delights, when they 


would impede our-Courſe to Heaven; is 


no eaſy Matter: it is often like pulling the 
Eleſh from the Bone, or as Ixsus has ex- 
preſſed it, plucking out the right Eye, and 
cutting off the right Hand: yet this, if they 
offend, muſt be done, i we would enter into 
Life, There is p6 compromiſing Matters, 
He that is the , 
my of Gop : 


erefore it is ſaid, Love not the 


World, nor the Things of the World, for where 
the Love of the World is, the Love of the Fa- 
ther is not. 

As every Age has its Propenfitics ta 
particular Things, ſo every Age of a Be- 
| lever is liable to Conflics with the OLD 

4 G 3 Man, 


fend of the Warld, is the Ene- | 


. 

Max, about. ſome of his Properties: he 
who is. ſubdued becomes a Slave, and he 
who reſiſts, cries, O teretched Man that 1 
am, for he ſorely feels the Law in his Mem- 
bers warring againſt the Law of his Mind. 
Let unleſs we put off the old Man with his 
Deeds, which are corrupt according to the de- 
ceriful Luſts : we cannot put in the new Man, 
which after GoD is created in —__ . 
and true Holineſs. 

Ho often may we fay to Profeſſors, 
Why art thou, a King's Son, lean from Day 10 
Day? that emaciated Carcaſs of Religion 
' which they bear about with them, plainly” 
indicates the Nature of their Diſorder : that 
the Love of ſome carnal Indulgence cats 
Gut=the vital Powers of Godlineſs, 

4% What-enchants you ; Pelf, or Pleaſure ? 
pt «Pluck right Eyes; with right Hands part: 

_ Aſk your Conſcience; where's your Treaſure ? 
For. be certain there's. your Heart. 

ao Give the fawning Foe no credit, 

Lo] the bloody Flag's unfurl'd : 
40 That baſe Heart, the Word bas ſaid it, ; 
Loves not-Gop, that loves the World.” 


© Temptations to indulge the Fleſh, act 
with peculiar Force, when Difficulties are 
before us. It is natural to prefer Eaſe to 


Pain, and 3 to Self-denial : nor 
is 


— 
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is the Preference unlawful, when Eaſe and 
Enjoyment reſult from the proper Uſe ofthe 
Bounties of Heavex: It is. when they are 
preferred to ChRISsT, and to our Duty ; 
when we turn from the Way of the Lozy, 
to avoid the Croſs: then we provoke the 


Eyes of a jealous God, who: ſays, My Son, 


give me thy Heart, and let thine. Eyes obſerve 
my Ways. It was at the Foot of the Hill 
Dirricul ry that FAITHFUL was Fallen 
. by Apa the.firft. * 
I have ſaid, my dear Friend, that we 
provoke the Eyes of a jealous Gop by our 
Carnality: the Conſequences of his Reſent- 
ment, 1s. withdrawing his Preſence; the 
Wanderings of the Heart, its ſecret Inclin- 
ings to Sin, draws a Veil over our Eviden- 
ces, and brings Guilt upon our Conſciences. 
The Commandment comes with its awful 
Sanctions; Sin revives and the Sinner dies, 
The convincing Power of the Law is dread- 
ful when it ſmites the Conſcience for par- 
ticular Sins; but when its Spirituality 
pierces to our. Spirits, brings home its 
Curſe to the Thought of Fooli iſbneſs as Sin; it 
involves us in one great Idea of Miſery, 
which deſtroys our Hope, at leaſt for a 
_ Time, till the Loxp appears for our Relief. 
G4 8 
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Nothing but a freſh Sight of Cuklsr, 4 
new View of him by Faith, as the End of the 
Lau for Righteouſneſs, can renew our Hope: 
we fall like FarrHrul under the repeated 
Strokes of the accuſing and condemning 
Law, which denies us every Proſpect of 
Mercy, and places Nothing but Condem- 
nation and Death before our Eyes. It is 
Curisr alone as the Law's Fulfiller, that 
becomes our Deliverer from Guilt and 
Bondage, | 

Guilty and vile before my "wad: 

*« I dread the Vengeance of thy Rod; 
Thy Juſtice dreadful Glory claims 

* And bids me fink to endleſs Flames. 

«© Tzzvus, to thee alone I fly, 93 

„And wilt thou let a Sinner die?: 

„ Thy tender Heart will ſure forgive, | 
And let a guilty Rebel live- 

Though Conviction of Sin by the w_- 
is Gop's firſt Work upon the Heart, to 
drive us out of our natural State and Con- 
dition, and to cauſe us to fly to CHRIST for 
Refuge; it does not then ceaſe: it is neceſ- 
fary we ſhould ſee and feel deeply the Vile- 
neſs of our Hearts, and total Depravity of 
Nature; that we may prize the Goſpel 
more, and become more watchful, humble, 


and holy. * firſt Convictions ſeldom 
reach 
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reach ſo deep as this: the Lozp Sen | 9 
in Conſequence of Tranſgreſſion, or Bac 
ſliding, brings us under a Second, perhaps —_ 
repeated Law- Works, till fully. convinced _ .a—_ 
of what we are by Nature as well as Prac- .  =— 
rice, our Hearts are cured of two Evils: 
Legality, and Careleſſneſs. Many of the 
People of Gop have found theſe after Viſits 
of the Law more terrible by far than the firſt. 
I éconfeſs, SynTycus, that I am much at 
a Loſs to account for FalTHrul's paſſing 
the Houſe Brau rIrur, the Reaſon puzzles: 
« it was about Noon, and much of the 
Day was before him.” This Metaphor 
ſeems to indicate, a Meridian Time of Goſ- 
pel Light and Comfort; and to me it ap- 
pears ſtrange, that a Believer ſo bleſſed, 
ſnould neglect the Fellowſhip and Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel. Many, through 
Fears and Doubts have hung back, and 
thought they had no Right to thoſe Pri- 
vileges; but no Doubts could be upon the 
Mind of one walking in the Light of Gop's 
Countenance. All I can learn from it is, 
that ſome of Gop's Children do not ſee all 
their Privileges, nor attend to all their Du- 
ties. Mr. Buxvax neither commends nor 
W the Conduct of Fatrrurur: he in- 
Ge: dead 
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decd makes Cunrartan tell him: «chat FOR 
would' have been no loſes,” if he had ated 
otherwiſe. Th 
But it is Tine * this St Tg SAY 
Lwill do, by commending my dear Friend 
for early ſeeking a Place in the Houſe of 
God, and a Participation of his Ordinances. 
Continue to fill that Place with Credit to 
Religion. Be an Example of regular and 
devout Attendance on all the Means of 


Grace; and may the Gop of Ordinances: 


med and bleſs you in his own n is _ 
Prayer of thy . 


ANDRON ICus. 


TT was biet in a Gr Letter, * 
ſpeaking of the Valley of Hun ILTATION, 


that Paul never appeared more glorious in 


the: Chriſtian Character, than when he ſaid; 


Nabuve leurned in whatſoever State Tam, theres 


vont to be content. With him it was an 


| eftabliſhed Maxim, that Godlingſs with Con 


Do tentment 


— 


* 


— 


e e 


tentment is great Cain; for ſays he, We brought 


Nothing into the World with us; and it is cer- 


tain zwe can carry Nothing out, and having 
Food and Raiment, let us be therewith content. 


A Mind contented with its Lot, is invul- 


nerable to moſt of the Temptations of the 


Davrr, and to 4 the Temptations of the 
World. A low or humbled Eſtate, is that 
in which this Grace is moſt neceſſary, be- 


cauſe it affords moſt apparent Reaſons for 
Diſcontent, and perhaps I ſnall not err, if 
I ſay, that of all the Graces which adorn the 
Chriſtian Character, there is leſs. to be found 
of this, than of any Stiller. 


To be content when we have all Things, 


and abound is Nothing very excellent: 


yet ſome are ſo attrociouſly wicked as to be 


diſcontented even then: But to be content 
in ſtraitneſs and meannieſs of Circumſtances 


argues that the Mind is either loſt to Senſi- 


bility, or is poſſeſſed of ſomething which 
is able to ſupport it. The Former is the 


Caſe of many of tie Wicked who ſeem chear- 


ful in apparent Wretehedneſs; the Latter 


is ſometimes the Caſe of a Few of the Pro. 


ple of Gop: I ſay ſornetinies; becauſe the 
moſt Steady are inconſtant. I ſay alſo a 
N for n Part are a murmuring 
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eee "Thoſe Few, to ſay the leaſt 


of them, give Proof that they believe the 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Love of God, that 
they ſurrender themſelves up to his Direc- 
tion, and are ſubmiſſive to his Will. Theſe 


humble Souls are precious in the Sight of 


the Box, and it would be almoſt endleſs 


to point out the numerous Paſſages of his 


Word, in which he expreſſes for , his 


me Approbation. 


The Advantages of the Humble ans 


| Content, in point-of Happineſs, are ſuper- 
lative: they eſcape the Pangs, 


8,  Anxieties, 
and Sorrows of the Diſcontenced. A faith- 


ful God will keep them in perfet? Peace, whoſe 


Minds are flayed on him, becauſe they truſt in 


bim. They dare believe that Gop can, and 
WILL give Bread in the Wilderneſs, and ſpread 


a. Table. for ibem in the Deſert. Bread there- 


Fore Hall be given them, and their Water all 


be ſure, till their Eyes bebold the Ki ng in his 
; Beauty. | 

iA Send Frame of Mind which wings = 
ſo much Glory to God, and Peace to _ 
is an Object of Satan's peculiar Hate. 
labours, if poſſible, to prevent or N. . 
FarTHeur. no ſooner enters the Valley of 
eee. than he meets with Drs. | 

CONTENT, 


MS 
CONTENT, who would — him to go 
back. Oh, my Srxwrvenr, may the Gop of 
all Grace enable us to repulſe Disco rx 
as FAiTHFUL did. We ſhall, if we can be 
content withſuch T pings as we have: and be- 
 Heve, that the LorD will never leave nor for- 
ſake us. This is the AxcANA of Happineſs, 
with reſſ pet to temporal Things. 
Discox EN is an Enemy the more dan- 
gerous, becauſe it is the leſs ſuſpected. 
Many give Way to it, who would ſtart at 
other Evils; nay, indulge in it, 2 
ſeeming to conſider it finful: indulg 
ſuch Extremes of Fretfulneſs, as to render by 
around them miſerable. ' A Chriſtian hav-. 
ing committed his All to Jz8vs, is in Duty 
bound to rely on his Protection, to acquieſce 
in his Diſpoſals, and believe that the Loxn 
can, and will chooſe better for him than he | 
_ could chooſe for himſelf. 
Why then ſhould we murmur and crore, 
Since Ixus is always the ſame? 
„ He promiſes never to lee 58. | 5 
e The Soul that confdes in his Name. 5 1 
. Jo ſave, us from all that we feng, . 1 
Himſelf he reſign'd to be lain; ,_ 
We truſt that he ftill will appear 
e To cheriſh and eomfort again. 


13 ec While here in an Enemy 8 Land, 
| We cannot be always at Peace; 


iT r58 1 
If Js. our Friend is at Hand, n 
We ſure ſhall have timely Releaſe, „ 
Exe long he will bid us remove | 
From Regions of Sorrow and Grief; 
EE" To reſt ia his Preſence above, | 
And give us eternal Relief... 5 


We paſs on to the Trial of Trials, if I may 
be allowed ſuch a Form of Expreſſion ; that 
is, the Temptation to be aſhamed of Ixsus 
and his Ways. The Account which 
Fa1THFUL gives us of SHAME, is beautifully 
juſt, and natural, and. the Deſcription he 
gives. 'of the many Aſſaults of this SHame, 
coincides with the Experience of all who 
have taken up the Croſs of CRIST, in a 
a greater or lefs Degree. The 1 
to Shame, is more or leſs powerful and 
prefſi ing, according to Time and Circum- 
ſtances. The Apoſtles were made Speckacles 
to the World, to Angels and Men, and caunted 
as the Filth of the World, and the Offscouring 
ef all 7 hings ; and in Times of great Op- 
poſition to Religion, this is the Caſe with 
all who walk faithfully and holy. How 
hard for Men of Senfibility, to ſtand the 

Shock of univerſal Scorn and Contempt 
without a Bluſh? A Believer ſituated in a 
wicked e finds it hard to bear the 

| ” goons 
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Jeers and Scoffs of thoſe that reproach - Re- 


ligion; but che greateſt Difficulty of all, is 


to encounter Ridicule when pointed with Wit 


and Satyr. SuM has therefore made more 


Apoſtates than any other Temptation what- 
ever. Juſt is the Obſervation of FATE 


that we muſt cry to him for Help, who will 


have us to be valiant for Truth upon the 
Earth, for unleſs his Spirit engra ves upon 


your Hearts, He that is aſbamed of me _ 


der and $66 bly Aare the fufatiBluth with 


ſuffuſe our Countenances, and we fall 


ee conceal our Profeſſio : 
So perfectly has FaaTHFUL deſcribed | 
_ the Operations of Shame, and the baſt 


Means of repelling its Attacks, that it would 
1 to fay more upon the Subject. 


The curſory Manner in which FTT 


FUL mentions the Reſt of his Journey, until 
Chriſtian overtook him, only obſerving that 


he had Sunſhine all the Way, ſhews that 


thoſe Trials, though great in themſelves; 
as the Valley of the Syapow or Dea ru muſt 


be; are Lights to Faith, if we are favoured 


with the {| "cat Preſence of God, and _ 
pear hardly worth mentioning. 


When the Churches have Peace, lite 
Path of Profeſſion is wide enough for all 
Sorts 


5 
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"IAA of Profeſſors ; becauſe the Form of | 
ts them. to no Danger. 


Godlineſs - expoſes 
Permit me, Srxrychr, to introduce you to 
the Company and Acquaintance of a Gen- 
tleman of very ſpecious Appearance and 
conſiderable Abilities. He is a Member 
of a very numerous Family, all the Indi- 


viduals of which have a ſtrong family Like- 


neſs both in Features and Diſpoſitions. 


0 2 * 


This numerous Family is diſſeminated 


45060 far and wide: ſcarce a religious So- 


ciety but has one or more of them. in it; 


and as I make no doubt ſome of them may 
dwell in your Neighbourhood, you ſhall 
attend to the Diſcourſe between this 
Man and FATTH TUI, which together with 
 CarrsTIAan's Character of him, will ena- 
ble you to form a proper Judgmeiit of his 
Brethren. When you have attended to 
theſe Things, we will make our Remarks. 

Well, my dear Friend, you have attend- 


ed: we will now talk of this Family between 


Ourſelves, conſidering this Mr TALK ATIVE, 


4s the Architype af the whole Race. Begin 


we with his Deſcription and Character: 
for as I ſaid, the TY runs IO 
a whole Kindred. Fs 
TalKATIVE was tall, and more comely 
at a Diſtance than near. This. is the Caſe 
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with many Profeſſors, whofe religious Ap- 
pearance is ſnewy; they appear zealous in 
attending Public Worſhip, and frequent 
other religious Meetings, where their ap- 

parent Devotion and Attention, if one 
ſearches no further, gives one the Idea of a 
warm hearted and ornamental Chriſtian. 

Gifts of Underſtanding and Tongue, 
abound in theſe Profeſſors: by hearing 
and reading the Word, and by the Help 
of a good Memory, they treaſure up Know- 
ledge, with which they make a Figure, and 
paſs for Perſons of extraordinary Attain- 
ments. The Doctrinal Parts of Religion, 
with the uſual Arguments by which they 
have been ſupported, is their Fort. They 
are ſkilled in all the Terms and Modes of 
Expreſſion, that have been uſed by the moſt 
famous and popular Preachers and Writers 
of their Day. Nor do they fail to get 2 
Smattering of 'the Language of. experi- 
mental Chriſtians. 

With this Furniture, their T ongues are 

a perpetual Larum in the Company of re- 
ligious Perſons, where they are not only 
fond of promoting religious Subjects, but 
nearly engroſs the whole Converſation to 


Themſelves. 
| - Canis. 


* 
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ns 8 Account of TALKATIVE is 
true: fond of Prating they are for any Com- 


pany, and any Converſation, ſo they can 


but ſet their Tongues a going; but Reli- 


gion is their Favourite: ſeveral Times it 


has been my Lot, when neceſſity has obliged 
me to enter a Public Houſe, to find ſome 

one of theſe Gentry harangueing on religious 
Subjects to their fellow Sots, who gaped 
and ſtared with Aſtoniſhment at the Pro- n 


foundity of their Knowledge. | 
Follow theſe Men into private, or com- 


: mercial Life, and there is not a. Vice that : 
can be named, but may be found among 
them, to the Scandal and Diſgrace of the 


Religion they profeſs. - 
In Country Places; where private Cha- 


: racters are more viſible, than in · populous 


Towns, the Taikarives are more eaſily 
known, and good Men are aſhamed of them, 
diſown, them, and avoid their Company: 


but in this Metropolis, there are Numbers, 
whoſe ſounding Tongues, and tinkling | 


Phraſes, enable them to impoſe on the 


Godly, and thereby paſs ſor Vears as the 
moſt eminent of Saints, while the World 
knows them to be Devils. 


Truly religious Perſons, as they are 
honeſt I think — Body elſe 


who 


Nr If 


„ Coe es tes wo; 7» wit, po 


- 


who appear to be en — be for too, 
till being repeatedly: deceived they become 
leſs Credulous. Many are ſo weak as to 
ſuppoſe that were there is a great deal of 
Talk, there muſt be a great deal of Grace: 
not conſideri ng that 7 hings without Life may 
give a great Sound, and that an Apoſtle has 
told us, that ſome great and fine Talkers 
whoſe Tongues ſeem to be more than hu- 
man, are no better than JO ws and 
lintling Cymbals. © © 

I have often wondered at che Succeſt of 
theſe Men in impoſing on ſome good Peo- 
ple, who in other Reſpects were very Ju- 
dicious and diſcerning: I would not be 
thought to arrogate to myſelf a Power of 
Judgment ſuperior to every one elfe; nor 
lay Claim to the Gift of diſterning Spirits: 
but the obtruſive Prate of theſe' forward” 
Talkers, affects me as a Highwayman's 
Piſtot would do: I am apprehenſive of 
being robbed. They ſeem to demand one's 
Eſteem and Veneration for their great Ta- 
lents, Grace, and Knowledge : beſide, there 
is a certain Emptineſs, tne want of Savour, 
attends their Volubility, by which I think 
they might be felt and known; Human 


Hearts are created reſpondant to each other: 
f there 


\ 


there are certain 83 in our Nature, 
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by means of which, that which Ou: ” 
| from the Heart, reaches to the Heart. 1 

mean if the Hearts be in uniſon. 1 Fr , 
often therefore wondered, that the forward bas 
Prate of one whoſe Heart is empty of Re- * 
ligion, ſhould give Pleaſure and Satisfac- | 1 
| tion to one who. has lafted that FORD, bf | - 

=... | 1 am aware, Se this. you may 
5 poſſibly tell me, that were my Notions to 1 
pPrevail, they would open the Door to evil 


- | - Surmiſings; and the Freedom of Chriſtian. 
= Fellowſhip would be deſtroyed: Nay, it 
would a a Blow at the Root of Chriſtian 1 
Love, by poiſoning the Heart with Suſpi- b 
= cions and Jealouſies of one "another's Hy- 4 
ocriſy. . I reply, my Friend, if Conſe- « 
quences like theſe ſhould follow, the Guilt, f 
and Blame be upon thoſe in whom they l 
take Place: but let me transfer the Matter : 
to myſelf. 5 | 
Was my Mind to indie Sulpicions of | 
any Perſon being a mere Talker, from the 
© Cauſes I have mentioned; and that Perſon | 
was likely tobe my Companioni in Profeſſion, 
I ſhould think it my Duty not to reſt in a 
. of ee, but by Waasen over 


IS) . 
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him, and ſuitable Enquiry after him, 1 


would acquaint myſelf with- his real Cha- 
racter. If upon Enquiry I found his Life 
was ornamental and holy, I would aſcribe 


my Suſpicions to ſome temporary Derange-' 
ment in my Spirit, which prevented my 


favouring his Converſation: Twould baniſh 
Suſpicion from my Heart, and confirm my 


Love towards him: and far from regreting 


that I had ſuffered Suſpicions fo ariſe, I 


ſhould rejoice that I had ſearched, and | 


found my Companion to be ſterling. 


Tell me, SynTyYcus, would the ſuſpected 


Perſon be injured by my Suſpicions ? would 


he ſuffer any Loſs in Point of Chriſtian | 


Fellowſhip ? or be derived of any Portion 
of Chriſtian Love? juſt the Reverſe: he 
would be a Gainer in all theſe Reſpects, and 
I. delivered from Suſpicions, the Riſing of 


which I could not prevent; ſhould feel my 


Mind at Liberty to converſe with him on 
the Footing of a Brother in CRI T. 
Nou let us reverſe the Caſe, and ſuppoſe 
that by Watchfulneſs over him, and ſuit- 
able Enquiry concerning him, I found his 
Life at Varience with his Tongue, and a 
Scandal to Religion; I ſhould in this Caſe 
alſo have Reaſon to rejoice that I had ſo 


P 
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— 
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„ 
far indulged my Suffhcidds 8 as to proceed 


to Proof; that Proof obtained, new Duties 


ariſe, as appears by ChRISTIAx's Conduct 


towards FaITH Tul, and the Latter's Con- 
| dud towards TALKATIVE. 5 


Io relate our Suſpicions of any one, to 


| Others, before we have proved the Truth, 
or Falſchood of them; is no better than 

Whiſpering and Backbiting. This Con- 
duct, I confeſs, would be opening the Door 


to vil ſurmiſing, it would deſtroy the Free- 
dom of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and be a Blow 


at the Root of brotherly Love: let us be- 
ware of it, as a Source of Miſchief, ariſing 


either from Weakneſs or Wickedneſs : : let 


us check and reprove it, both in Gurſelves 
and Others. CHRISTIAN acted otherwiſe, 
« | have obſerved him,” ſaid he, © both at 


home and abroad, and I know what I ſay 
of him is Truth.” From this Principle he 


warned FAITHFUL, „This Fellow will be- 


guile with this Tongue of his, twenty of 


them who know him not. But ſhould we 
ſuffer our Brethren to be beguiled by theſe 
vain Talkers, and ungodly Livers, the 
Credit of Religion would ſuffer ; for the 
World, who know them, will ſay of thoſe 
Who: o ignorantly aſſociate with them, becaufe 
358 8 they 
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they know them not; © Aye, aye, they 
are all alike:” for theſe Reaſons we ſhould 
ſhun -them Ourſelves, and warn Others to 
do ſo too: we ſhould be aſhamed: of bem, 
in order to make them aſhamed of Den, 
ſelves. 
Iheſe Talkers deceive Theanſidres as well | 
as Others, for they ſuppoſe that Hearing and 
Saying, will make a good Chriſtian that 
holding orthodox Sentiments, and talking 
of them, conſtitutes Religion. How ex- 
cellently CuRISsTIAN reaſons on the Sub- 1 
ject: © Let us aſſure Ourſelves,” fays he, „ 4 
« that at the Day of Doom, Men ſhall be E 
judged according to their Fruit: it will 
not be ſaid then, Did you believe ? but were 
you Doers or Talters only?“ Did Profeſſors 
keep this Truth more in View, they would 
not only be leſs fond of fine tongued Men, 
with coarſe Lives, but leſs: cenſorious of 85 
real good Men, who differ from them in 1 
mere Opinions. But to return; 

Heſore we reject them, it is our Duty to 
deal faithfully and roundly with them: 1 
mean if they obtrude Themſelves upon us: 
otherwiſe, I do not know that we are to 
trouble either Ourſelves or them: we ſhould 
on this for two Reaſons; that we may be 
clear 


ligious Subjects is a nn Gift ; if our 


a = 


* of . Blood, and that chey may not 
be able to ſay with Truth, that we et 
them without Trial. 
What an excellent Pattern of Soul- ſearch- 
ing and edifying Diſcourſe have we in 


Farrayevi's Manner of dealing with TALK 
ATIVE: theſe Men cannot bear to be 
brought to Appeals to Gop and Conklin? 


about their Experience and Practice: by 
ſuch Diſcourſe therefore, we may ſoon de- 


liver Ourſelves from their Company and 
Converſation—their Pride is hurt by ſuch 
Diſcourſe, and their Jealouſy awakened, 
that cheir real Characters are known ; an 


finding that their Tongues have not attract- 


ed Eſteem. and Admiration, nor are likely 


to do ſo, they will leave you for the Com- 


pany of thoſe with whom they ſtand a bet- 


ter Chance. + 
May -Gop our Sav IOUR, deeply impreſs 
his own divine Words upon cond; e 


1f ye know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye-do 


them. Let this lead us to cloſe and faith ; 
ful Inveſtigation of our own Walk and 
Converſation, and ſee to it that our Tem- 
pers and our Actions are agreeable to the 


Goſpel: to have a Capacity to talk on re- 
Practice 


M-* pray: "ay ad. —_—_ 333 
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Practice agree with our Diſcourſe ; bur it is. 
better to excel in real genuine Piety, than to 
have the moſt ſplendid Giſts of the Tongue. 

That Gop may enable SynTYCHE always 
to talk and live like a Chriſtian, is the | 


ee of his affectionate 
| aan ICUS. 


IL. E ET T E R xv. 
Ti; is worthy of Remark, my « x dear Friend, 
that though our Pilgrims are paſt the 
Vallies of HuMtciaTiIon and the SHapow , 
or Dearn ; the Laſt of which is expreſsly 
called a Wilderneſs; yet our Author de- 
ſcribes them now as going througha Wilder- 
neſs : to remind us, no doubt, that the beſt. 
_ Situations in this World, are to a Heart 
whoſe Treaſure is in Heaven, but a Wil- 
derneſs, when compared with the Canaan to 

which it is going: it produces not the 
Bread for which the Believer hungers ; for 
that, like the Manna of old, is given him 
from Heaven : it yields not the Water for 
which he thirſts ; for that he receives from 
H Irsus 


LZ % 
8 the Rack. whoſe Streams 1 7 
the Church through the Deſerts of Sinai: 
it has no Cities that can give him a com- x | 
fortable Reſidence; Gop has therefore | 
prepared for him a City, which City he 
ſeeks, and confeſſes. himſelf to be a Stran- 
ger, and not of this World: a Pilgrim, who | 
is travelling through it. 


—U— —— 
* —— 


«Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, 
„ Behold thy lowly Followers, Loxp : 
« Call'd to the Way by ſecond Birth, \ 
« We yield Obedience to thy Word. - 
Thy Hand ſuſtains the Poor with Bread, . 
„ The Fainting cheers with Canaan's Wine, 
The Meek thou wilt in Judgment lead, 
The Feeble bleſs with Love divine. 
««.Hoſanna to the Pilgrims Lord; © 
„He'll guard us to his Reſt above: 35 
He is our Shield and great Re ward. 
me Hoſanna to the Gop of Love. TO. 


— 


| Agreeable Converſation on a Journey, . 
beguiles the Time, makes the Way ſeem 
| ſhorter, and prevents Wearineſs. Such a 
Relief to the weary Mind, is Chriſtian 
Converſation, particularly the narrative 
| Kind of Converſation; for Narrative is a” 
ways entertaining. To relate our paſt Joys : 
and Sorrows, our Doubts and Fears, with 
their Solutions; our Dangers and Eſcapes ; 
COTE © 


a „ 'V 
odr Temptations'and Victories; our Aie- 2 
tions and Deſiverances; is both pleafhg 
and inflructive. Prudence however ſhould 1 
be uſed, with Regard to this Kind of Connn?n?n 
verſation; not to hold it in the Preſence of 
chofs whoſe Hearts are Strangers to tlie 
Exerciſes of Chriſtians. 11 1 
It is true, we ought not to b aſhamed of 
what Gop has done for us: neither ought 
we to be proud of it} yet to talk of it in 
the Preſence of any Body, or every Body, 
ſeems to indicate a proud Wiſn to be thought 
the peculiar Favourites of Heaven. To 
make the beſt of it, it is giving tliat which ne 
is holy to Dogs, or caſting Pearls before 
Swine, who will trample them under Foot, 1 
and turn and rend you. Never be afraid, - JF 
nor aſhamed,  SywTycur, to plead | the _ 
Cauſe of Gop and Hilindeſs,:'i in the Face of 
Men or Devils: but never dream of feed- 1 
ing Hogs with Pearls; or what is as ab: 
ſurd; of doing good to r Perſons by 
relating your. Experiences before them. 
Reſerve theſe, for thoſe: who can under- 7 
ſtand you, and who are capable of being _ 
inſtructed or encouraged by tile. 
The Interview and Diſcourſe betwixt 
e and the Pilgrims, beautifull . 
"0 A — 


„ 
deſcribes the twofold Uſe Believers ſnould 
make of the Goſpel; that of Retroſpection, . 
and that of Proſpect : but mark, my Srx- 
rc, the Salutations that commence the 
Interview: Peace, on the Part of the Goſ- 
| pel ; and Aﬀection on the Part of the Fil- ä 
grims. EH 
When a carnal Man looks into oohe Gofſ-- 
pel, or hears it read or preached ; though 
Peace is the the Subject of it, he feels not 
the Bleſſing at his Heart: and why ? be- 
cauſe his Heart ſees not, nor feels its 
Wretchednefs, it therefore comes not home 
to him: He does not conſider any Thing it 
ſays, as applicable to, or ſpoken to him, 
but ſome one elſe: he reads or hears it, as 
a Man, who conceiving himſelf in Health, 
would read or hear a medical Preſcription: 
it is a Matter in which he has no Intereſt 
or Concern. The Mole, ſays J=sus, need 
not the Phyſician, but thoſe that are fick. He 
cannot love the Goſpel, © he cannot ſay, 
Welcome, welcome, my good Evancs- © 
LIST.“ At beſt he can but treat it with | 
Indifference; but if its Light ſhould hap- 
pen to be troubleſome, as is the Caſe when 
that Light ſhines in the Lives of Believers, 
he is worſe than indifferent ; his Heart riſes 


in 


[ 2173 1 5 
in Rage and Malice againſt it, as we f 
fee by and by, when we arrive at W . 


Fax. 
Not ſo, the Soul who is ; quick kened em 


the Death in Treſpaſſes and Sins: alive to the 


Subjects the Goſpel treats of, as his only 
Hope; he hears or reads them as addreſſed 


tio himſelf: the Bleſſings of the Goſpel ſuit 


his Wants, and meet his Wiſhes: he feels 


the Peace it pronounces ſooth his anxious 
Heart to reſt, and ſees the Duties i it enjoins, | 


with his Hap- 


E productive of, and c 
pineſs: he loves the 
Affection, and can ſay with Farrarvz, «A 


 _ thoufand times welcome, thy Company, 


oh ſweet EvanGEL18T : how defirable i is it 
to us poor Pilgrims !“ 
Deſirable indeed ! it is our beſt Friend 


and Comforter, while we paſs through this 
' Wilderneſs. It is our Wiſdom to prize | 
the Goſpel ; to converſe much with it, and 


frequent its Ordinances and Miniſtrations 
with devout Affections. 


May we receive the Word we hear, 
5 Fach in an honeſt Heart; 1 
fHoard up the precious Treaſure there, 
- © And never with it part. 
1 faid there was a twofold Uſe which 
Believers ſhould make of the Goſpel: the 
- 3 firſt 


— 


pel with warm 


— 
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1 firſt 0 which is Neeb ben, ar. looking 
pa upon gur paſt Way. This is implied 


in the Queſtion of EvancELST, * How it 
fared with the Pilgrims? What they had 
met with? and how they had behaved 
IThemſel ves? ?”? If we read or hear the Goſ- 


pel with Underſtanding, theſe important 


17 — will come home to our Hearts. 


Whether we have ſeen, felt, and known, 
the Hleſſing of which the Goſpel ſpeaks? 
hat WE. have. met with of the Trialy, 1 


end = Ag of e 


* mult Ittend to, far che Former of the Lat. 
The Number and Meaſure of our 


Title, is comparatively of ſmall Conſe- 


BUSNEP then re for both, what our hea- 


Father pleaſes. The important 


Tong is, how we haye behaved in them: 
s Reaſon we muſt review them in 


have acted faithfully—reſiſted 1 
and ſuffered patiently. _ 

As far as we have thus done, the Goſpel 
will approve us, 9ur-own' Hearts will not con- 
demn us, and wwe ſhall have Confidence before 
Gov, for bereby ve kuow that we are of the 
Truth, and foe, / eure our Hearts before-him. 
The 


aft ly— 


the 1 5 of the Goſpel; and ſee if we 


2 
1 
1 
? 
1 
b 

; 
[ 


1 
TheConviction of our Failures and Im- 
is will awaken to Repentance, 


Caution, and Fear: we ſhall hear the Goſ- 
pel with Effect ſay, So run that 9. dy 


oblain let no Man take your Crn- in due 


nt ye Hall reap, if ye Faint not. Wo ſhall 
have, together with a grateful Senſe of bur 


; | Obligations to to divine Grace, this import. 
ant Leſſon brought home to our Hearts; 


T-have not Het attained, neither am I. 
prrfter. It is for want of this kind of Re 


tteſpection, or Examination, that ' Profef.. 
ſprs grow indolent in their Purſuits of Ho- 
Mneſs, and ſeem to ſit down as choughi they 
"had attained all that is neceſſary.” This 


Indolence is, however, ominous v er, 
for, if we do not go forward, we Backſhde: 


a is no ſtanding ſtill in the W. xys of Gov. 


We muſt ufe the Gofpel as 4 Profper- 


Mech to look into Futurity; or rather 


hearken to it as a Prophet foretelling future 


Events. This Prophet will tell us, Tha? 


through much Tribulation we muſt enter into 
the Kingdom of Gop. - That Tribulations of 
every ſort and kind, even to Bonds and 
Martyrdom are in our Way: and that we 
ought not to expect to go long on our Pil- 
Srimage, without them in ſome ſort or 
— 0 4 other. 


and 


other. - That we muſt feb! the good Fight of 
Faith, if we would lay hold on elernal Life. 
No Peace or- Reſt, but that which flows 


Pet Gop and a good Conſcience, does the 


Goſpel promiſe us; but on the Contrary 


ſays ; Fear none of tbo/e Things which thou ſhalt = 
faber: behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you | 

into Priſon, thal ye may be tried, and ye fh 
have Perſecution ten Days: be thou faithful. unto © 


Death, and I will give thee. a Crown of Life. 
For want of Attention to the Declarations 
of the Goſpel, many have begun well, and 


ſeemed to run faſt towards Heaven, till 


Tribulation ſtopped their Speed, 


turned them back. hen fiery Trials came 


* N 


en 


5 iry ibeir Faith, they thought it a. ſtrange 


: Event. . Alas ! had they 
heard and attended to the Goſpel, they 
vould have heard it ſay, Think it nat frage 


concerning the fiery Trial which is to try you, 


as though ſome ftrange Thing happened to yau : 
but rejoice in as much as you are Partakers of 


Cuxisr's Syfferings, that when bis Glan ry ſpall 


be revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding Foy. 


Let us, Syyrxcas, bleſs our Gov, when 


he gives us Reſt from Trouble: Let us en- 


Joy with, Temperance and rejoice with So- 


i t in the Day oi 8 and Proſperity : * 


but 


+ 


A 14 
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but let e e cih Days are not 
all paſt: let us look out for Trouble; not 
with ſlaviſh diſtreſſing Fear; but with holy 
| Precaution, that we may be prepared for it: 
and may it be our principal Concern that 
ben we are tried, we may come forth as Gold. 
| Our Author EvANGELIsT dwell 
| almoſt altogether the Tribulations 
and Perſecutions which ariſe on Account of 
4 the Word: becauſe he is going to preſent 
us with a Scene of this kind : to exhibit his 

| Pilgrims in Bonds and Martyrdom. In 

my next Letter we will attend him, to be- 
| hold the Patience of the Saints, and the 

Ruge and Malice of the Enemies of the 
dear Lonp Irsus. May his Grace be with 


you and your 
- "FN ANpRorcus. 
5 ; 5 | = | 1 * 


LETTER XVI. 


3 AM greatly rejviced, my dear Friend: 1 
at the Account your Laſt brought me, 
concerning Arcareevs, that he takes He 
o the Miniftr J be has received in the Loxp % 
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Wr to male full Proof of his Minty. 
What a Bleſing to your Society, to have a 
Miniſter, who is not only plain, practical, 
and powerful in his public Labours, but | 
affectionate and faithful i in his friendly Vi- 155 
ſits, manifeſting that the Soul 3 of 
thoſe he viſits, are more upon his Mind, than 55 
their good Chear. ARCHIPPUs, you ſay, is 
| like Bunyan's EvANx OEL Is r, his Viſits are | 
received with Affection by his Flock, and 
that he always enquires, © How they have 
fared fince he laſt ſaw them? what they have 
met with? and how they have behaved?” 
this is indeed to be the Miniſter of. the 
Goſpel. 
Lou complain that his precious Viſits 
are not more frequent : but you have no 
Reaſon to complain, if they are-ſo profit- 
able—Were they more frequent, they might 
be leſs profitable: for ſuch is the Corrup- 
tion of human Nature, that we ſurfeit moſt 
by the beſt Things. He is wiſe and ju- 
dicious in his Condułt: it is better to viſit 
ſeldom and, profitably, than to run from 
Houſe to Houſe, with How do ye do's?” 
and depart without N and err : 
Conv erſation. „ 


1 5 J 

But he viſits ſome few Perſons, * 
frequentlythan he does the Reſt of his necks 
be it ſo; why ſhould this excite! your 
| louſy? are the Miniſters of CRISr, atone 
to be denied the Privilege of particular 
Friendſhip? I trow not: 1 have indeed; 
heard it ſaid, that Miniſters have no Right 
to particular Friendſhips ; but ought im- 
5 partially to divide their Affections and their 
Viſits, amongſt their People. This I be- 
| heve to be impoſſible in the Nature of 
Things: and beſides, I ſuſpect the Remark 
to ariſe more from Pride than Piety. Bur 
let us attend to our Pilgrims. © 

The comparing of this buſy Wands with 


its eager Purſuits, to a Town in Fair Time, 


id a beautiful and inſtructive: Similitude: it 4 


wilt be well worth our while to o attend to the 
ſeveral Parts of it, Pie 
It is the Proſpect of Gain and Aw gez 
which dras a Number of Perſons and Fa: 
miliks together, the Cary — whoſe - 


Dwellings cofrftitute à Town. is Viet 
nity is formed for the ebene of Mers 
chahd idize and Manufactori Wries. The Moti be 
which attaches, The Inhabi tants to the Place, 
is Intereſt; the Bond and Cemetit of Union 
ang them, is Intereſt. When their- AL 
an _ "IS +« ' ſemblies 


Face anſiwereih to Face in the. Hater, fo doth. 


' the Heart of Man to Man. Mens Intereſts 


| have. * e, which ariſe 
A from 


© ito J 
filter or Aſſociations convene, they talk 
much of the Public Good: of the generaf 


Benefit: of the Welfare of the Whole: but 


every Man's Heart, is all the while medi- 

tating his own. Intereſt. He talks of the 
Public, and of the Whole; but he thinks 
only of One; and that One is Himſelf. Self 


Intereſt is his ſingle Eye, with which he. 


views every Object: ſelf Intereſt is the Pole- 
ſtar by which he ſteers his Courſe : ſelf 
Intereſt forms his Friendſhips and Connec= 
tion: ſelf Intereſt is the Primum Mobile 
of all his Actions. 4 1” 
And this, Srxrrekx, is the Cafe. with: 


the whole World: it is a large and popu- 


lous Town, whoſe numerous Inhabitants. 
are. connected, as felf Intereſt dictates, 
When their Intereſts. happen to coinci 


> 
they are F riends, Brothers, and kind” / Ac>, 
' -quaintance: When their Intereſts jar, they 


are Enemies. From the Monarchs who: 


rule, down through all the Departments of 
Life, to the Cottager who labours; all are 


actuated by the ſame Motive ; each moves 


in his Sphere, in the: ſame Manner:. For as 


1 mn = 
i from \ Difference of Inclination, Taſte, Edu- 
cation, or Prejudice. Theſe Modifications 
take their Forms and Names from the three 
Aggregates of all that is in the World, The 
Loft of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the 
Pride of Life :and are denominated, Fame, 
Honor, Glory, Love, Wealth, and: what 
not; but the Life and Soul of all theſe is 
one and the ſame Thing. felf Intereſt, or c 
Gratification- 

Theſe Things we are told, PO not 0 155 
Father, but of the World : love not the World 
nor the Things that are in the Morid; for if 
any Man love the World, the Love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him. True Religion,' and unde. 
led before Gop even the Farhkk, is'to viſit 
: Wee yes and Ma ae in their” "ie 


T Ke PS the Thing of het. 1770 wurd 25 
with yt, that wecp, and rejoice with them 
that rejoice : to bear one ami bers Burdens, and | 
Jo fulfil the * M CHRIST. 15661-10118 
A World, and. the; Things of it are 
Nature; bus Nature depraved and ruined + 
"a 4 s are Nature alſo, but Nature 
 nenewed. from above. Te ud Man which 
enen tbe —_ a 


183 ] 


of ind" the new Min, ie of 
rated” in Righ rouſneſs and true % 
is put on; And we know that we are of Gon; 
and the” hots” World lieb in Wi ickedne/t- 
Though Believers are not of the World, yet 
white they are in it; they have coniſtant Need 
to watch and pray, Eſt the old Leven 
ferment again, leſt their former Principles 
revive in their Hearts. For the Hold 2 
| eth againſt the Spirit, and theſs are contrary; 
be one to. the other, which prevents us from 
daing the Things . rde would. But more 
of this hereafter. © | 1 
The World is called the Town of Va 11 
TY, becauſe the Diſpoſitions of all the Chil- ; 
dren of the World are lighter thai Vanity: „ 
and becauſe all the Buſineſs and Cares whieb 
eccupy their Minds, are Vanity: the Eager- 
_ neſs and Diligende of their Purſuits, con- 
Nituts; the Idea of the Buſtle of a Fair, an 
de Conſtancy of: thoſe, Purſuits," "that of 
3 a Fair. kept all the Fear“. 
I If you look over the LifcoftheCdrithoditjes 
of this Fain,you will find chat ſorne of tem 
are in Themielves lawiful, iflaw fully pur 
and uſed il nevertheleſs they: dre Vanity 
when compared with heavenly Things, and 
muſt, af —— be ſactificedPand for! 
_ 


US ” } 


n 


R WI 
. 'faken, for the celeſtial Crown. He that 
[ts theſe more than me, ſays Jesvs, is not 
worthy of me. - Hear alſo an Apoſtle. But 
this I. ſay, Brethren, the Time is ſhort : it re-. 
maineth that they that have Wives, be as though 
they had none—they that Weep, As though they 
oe pt not—they that rejoice, 4s though they 
m rejoiced not—1hey that buy, as though they Poſe 
 felſed not—and, they that uſe this World as not 
© abuſing il, for the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
geen, If the lawful Things of the World 
e Vanity, what are the unlawful? the Y 
are not only Vanity, but Veration of Spirit. 
Alas! SYNTYCHE, if Vanity was 2 that 


could be ſaid of this World, its Caſe would 
indeed be bad, and the Children of Gob have 
important Reaſons to ſeparate themſelves 
from it. But the Wickedneſs, Knavery, and 
Cruelty, daily practiſed i in it, is ſhocking be- 
yond Expreſſion. I do not wonder that Men 
unacquainted with the Word of Gop; 
ſhould” doubt of Gop's providential Go. 
vernment of the World: even Afaph; 
while he looked upon the Courſe of this 
World, doubted PR. a while: and many of 
Gop's Children, ſince his Day, have found 
their Faith greatly ſhaken, till, like him | 
they ſa in the Sanctuary of Gov the End 


of theſe Things. WEE 
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for our Penetration. We walk by Faith, not 
Sight, let us leave off our vain Enquiries 


about the Reaſons of the divine Conduct: 
he gives Account of his Matter to none, ſecret. 
' Things belong to the Lord our Go, and 
Things that are revealed, to us, and to our 
Children. He has told us, that Gop bas ap- 4 
pointed a Day in which be will judge the 
Mord in  Rigbteoufneſs. Then “ Knaves and 
Rogues of every kind, Thieves, Murder- 
ers, Adulterers, and falſe Swearers,” wilt 
meet with deſerved Vengeance: : *rill then, 
Prudence and Prayer, are, I believe, our 
beſt Defence againſt them: the Logp hel Þ 


us to make proper. Uſe of them 17 


The Entrance of Sin i into the World. was 
| the Origin of this Fair. The conducting 
and Government of the World/as a Fair, 
haas ever ſince. been managed by Sarax, 
who is called, the; Go of this World and the 
Ruler of ils Darkneſs. Infinite Wiſdom, for 


the belt, Purpoſes, no doubt, has ordained 
that his Children ſhould paſs through this 


horrid Scene of Vanity,” Confuſion, and 
| Wickedneſs. 6 1 chide my Heart for mur- 


muring, which blecds even. while 1 write, 
7 from 


| Why Go ſhould ſuffer Things to go on : 
thus; is too deep and myſterious a Matter 


% 


— 


| 8c i . © 
from Wounds received in this Place, where 
_ *Saran's Seat is; Peace to. every repini 
Thought! the Prince of Life himſelf 
ſed through i it. Oh, that like him, I ey 
treat its Vanities with deſer ved Contempt, 
and ſuffer its r e N with nen 

Fatience! 

There is uch a Contraſt berwixt the 
| Kimmel Diſciples of the LozD, and the 
Men of this World ; that they appear, as 
they really are, Strangers, and of different 
Countries. In Places where the Goſpel has 

been a while eſtabliſhed, and the Novelty 
of it, and its Effects, a little worn off, the 
Wonder of the Men of the World has ceaſ- 
ed; and without a Grain more of Love to 
Cunts r or his People, they return to their 
own Affairs, and 2 the Diſciples alone: 
but whenever, and wherever, the Goſpel has 
made its firſt Appearance, or there has 
been a Revival of it in Spirit and Power, 
after a long Time of Lukewarmneſs and 
Formality, the Conſequences have always 
been ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed by our Au- 
thor, concerning his Pilgrims at VAM IT. 
 FaiR. Tou and I, my dear Friend, can 
recolle& many Scenes of the kind which 


have — wirhin our oi * 
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N 5 thus, what muſt they have been, when tlie 


he Los, as che Cauſe of thoſe Diſturb- 
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what e and Uproar, Mobbing 


and Perſegutiogg, have taken Place in many = 
E arts of this Kingdom, even where Ma- 

giſtrates have endeavoured to keep the 
Peace: nor have I the Shadow of a Doubt 


chat the Effect will be the ſame, wherever 
new Efforts to revive Religion ſhall he 


made: and if in a Time when we are pro- 
tected by the Civil Pawer, Matters are 


Sward of the Magiſtrate ſecanded che Fury 
af the Mob, and puniſhed the Servants of 


ancet by which they were Sufferer?? 
But whence. theſe violent Commiations, 2 

and what is4hgir Cauſe ? It is the Cantraſt 

between the Characters of the One and the 


Other. I % were of the: Hand, ſays the 


. Jz3us, the. World auld lows its oh 
but becauſe ye are nat of the World, but I haue 
choſen you out of the World, therefore the 


oerl basal you, I the World hate you, ye knew 


that it hated me before it bated you. If they have 


Llalled the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, hat 


ill they not call theſe of bis Houſehold ? 
„Three Things made the Pilgrims * 


pear - like outlandiſh Men; their Dre/s, 


_— and dern. In three Things do 
the 


Fl N A 3 
. WJ; 
/ f ; % 
/ ? ; = 
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. 3 the People of Gop differ from Sag; df Men 
'of the World: in their Profeſſi on, Conver- 

ſation, and Purſy Ws, of theſe, we will ſpe 
in another Letter. Though | the Heathen 
l ould rage, and the People imagine a vain 
Thing againſt the LorD and againſt bis Anoint- 
ed; may he who fi tteth in the Heavens, and 
bo bis fet his King upon his holy Hill 'of 
Con, cauſe bis Ki wr. & to come in all the 
Earth. SyxTycae, 1 know, will * Amen. 

de this Prayer'of hi e 

* | Axg6hreus 


LETTER. XVII. 


your the High Prieſt, and his Fel. 
lows, were Men wondered at: but what 
was it that created this Wonder ? It was A 
remarkable Change which the Lonp had 
caufed to take Place in their Cireumſtan- 
ces; for I conſider the Fellows of Joſhua 
to be Wonders, upon the ſame Account as 
himſelf. Their filthy Garments wars talen 
from them, and "ay were clothed with. change 
of Raiment. | 
| f | T he 
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The Clothes or Garments of a Man, 


conſtitute his external Appearance: the 
Quality of them is conſidered as indicat- 
ing his Condition in Life, and the Faſhion 
of them, the Country he belongs to. So 
the Deportment and Manners of a Chriſtian, 


which are the Garb of his Profeſſion; indi- 


cate him to be a Character different from the 
Men of the World, Grace, which changes 
the Heart, models the Life, and gives 


it other Manners, which create the Won=- 


der, and provoke the Enmity of the Chil- 
Sen of Diſobedience, Hear the Apoltle 
Peter: For the Time paſt of our Life may 
Suffice us, to have wrought the Will of the 
Gentiles, when we walked in Laſeiviouſneſs,. 
Laufs, exceſs of Wine, Revilings, Banquet- 
ings, and abominable Idolatries. Wherein 
they think it frange, that you run not with 
them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot: * 
Evil or You. 

Such a Change as is here deſcribed, . 
brings the Subject of it under the Impu- 
1ation of Folly, Madneſs, and needleſs 


Preciſeneſs, and makes them a  Gazing- l 


frock to the World... 
Speech or Conyerſation is another Dif. 


tinRtion of a Saint: he will not be always 
baking 


I 


1 


1 | 
talking of Religion, but will prudently 
regard both Time and Place; yet when 
he does, how differently does he do it, 
both as to Manner and Matter: how very. 
different from the Children of this World. 
The unaffected Seriouſaeſs and Earneſt-, 
neſs of his Manner, betokens a Conran.” N 
ſation flowing from the Heart, and that 
the T hings ſpoken of, are believed and 
felt: how unlike the cold, inſipid, in- 
different, and aukwardly conſtrained- Man- 
ner of carnal Men, who can neither believe, 
nor feel the Power of ſerious Things. 
The Matter of a Chriſtian's Converſa- 
tion is unintelligible to carnat Men: to 
complain of a Body of Sin and Death: a 
Law in the Members warring againſt a Law 
in the Mind: to cry, O wretched Man that 
Jam: and yet to add, I am crucified with 
Cuzisr, nevertheleſs I live, yet not I, but 
Cnxtsr liveib in me: and the Life which I 
now live in the Fleſh, I live by the Paith of 
the Son of Gop, who loved me, and gave 


bimſelf for me; to talk thus appears ſo in- 
coherent and abſurd, that it fully eſtabliſhes 


1 


the Idea of Inſanity in the Speaker. | 
Equally unintelligible does the Chriſ- 
tian ſeem when he talks of the Exirance 
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of Sin and of Death by Sin of Fudgment 7455 
fig en all to Condemnation of the Wrath, 
on of the'Cur/e of the Law=mof RE. 
An in the Blood of Cnxisr, eb the 
 Porgtveneſs of Sin —of the Power of CHR I 1875 
Refurreftion—of bis dwelling in the Hlari.— 
of bis pleading | in | Heaven—all Subjects 5 
different from hy 
„ What ſmooth Emolliepts i in Theology, | . 
« Recumbent Virtues downy Doctors preach - 


that Men of the World, like the Athe- 
nians of old, cry out, Thou bringeſt der- 
« tain ſtrange Things to our Ears; ve 
« would know of thee, what this new 
« Doctrine is, of which thou ſpeakeſt.“ 

In the common Intercourſe of Life, a 
Believer's Speech is ſcaſoned with Grace as 
with Salt: not tainted with Filthineſs, 
fooliſt Talking, and inconvenient Jeſting ; _ 
but modeſt, ſober, chaſte and inoffenſive. F 
How oppoſite to the Blaſphemy, Obſcenity, 
Rhodomantade, and empty trifling Diſ- 
courſe, of the Bulk of Men. No wonder 
Perſons ſo different in Speech ſhould be as 
_ Barbarians to each other. A Gallilean' g'; - 

Speech will always betray him. , 
Me come now to the third Point of Dif. 
ference, namely, the Obj I ect of their Pur- 

| ſuits, 


. F 
ſiuits. The Men of this World ancient 
deſcribed by a faithful Pen. Their God is 
their Belly—their Glory is thein Sbome-—they: 
mind earthly Things. Earth with its Enjoy- - 
ments, Comforts; and Conveniences, is all 


they ſcek-:, they ſtrain every Nerve, and uſs 


every Means unlawful, as well as lawful; toob- 
tain it. They have neither Time nor Diſpoſi- 
tion for a ſerious Thought about Eternity; 
but purſue with the Celerity of a Bird on the 


Wing, the Object of their Heart's Deſire. 
 AvaRo riſes early, ſits up late, and eats 


the Bread of, Carefulneſs: his Feet trudge 
fo! every Mart where Profit is likely ta ac- 


crue: his Ears, like thoſe. of the attentive 


Hare, catch every Sound; and not a Breath 
vwhiſpers in the commercial. World, but 
Avaro knows the Import of it: he eſti- 
mates the Wealth of either Indias, to make 
them Reſources to encreaſe his own : he 
finds out the State of the Markets for every 
Commodity through the habitual World, 
and governs the home Markets by his 


Knowledge: he affects che national Funds, 


as the Temperature of the Air does the 
Influence. Ever in Motion, he pervades 


the: whole Info of Commerce, with a 


Circu- 


— * 
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| Circulation, like that of the Blood, flowing 


the human Body. 
The Day of facred Reſt, as it interrupt 


his bodily Activity, is ſj pent in Poring over 


5 Family, and Parſimony prevents all waſte 
of Money at public Places: his Alms, are 


tion of being uncharitable. 4 


the arterial and venial recen of bY 


"> 


Sh BY dis Books, and adjuſting them: domeſtic - q 
#* 5 Oeconomy regulates every Expence of the 


13 few in Number, and ſparing in Quantity; 
1 diſtributed, only to ward off the nnen 5 


What does Ava Ro propoſe to himſelf; as 


the Reſult of all this? To retire by and 


=» WF | by, with Something ſnugg : to ſpend the 

11 j Decline of Life in a little Country Box, 

= - and enjoy - the Fruits of his Labour in 
1 Peace and Tranquillity. Farther than this 
by Avaxo has. not made the leaſt Provifion; 
1 | and is a total Stranger to the Words of Je- 
1 sus, What is a Man profited, if be goin the 
13 whole World, and loſe his own Soul? © 


1 Trade: he affects Wealth, but it is for the 
| Sake of Splendor : he bows with the meaneſt 

f Obſequiouſneſs to the Dregs of the Peo- 
<p ple, while his Heart deſpiſes them. By 
this RES makes his Way to the Se- 
nate 


- [HorTenT1us deſpiſes the Drudgery of | 


nate, obtrudes into the Cabinet, involvea 
Nations in Calamities, and trafficks with 
the Blood of Thouſands, for a paltry Rib- 
bon, a ſounding Title, and a large Eſtate. 
Hor TEeNTIUs never thinks of durable Riches 


and Righteouſneſs, nor of a Crown of Gy 


that fadeth not away. 
MaxrTius carries Sword and Fire into 


neighbouring Nations, and involves Cities 


and Provinces in Ruin; while NAuricus 


traverſes the Deep with imitative Thunder 
to hurl Deſtruction on the watery Element : 
both ſeek the ſame Objects Wealth, with 
the Honour that comes from Men. To 
ſubdue themſelves: 10 lake the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Violence, is no Part of their Plan. 
 ParLoLoGus trims the Lampof Study, and 
dooms himſelf to painful ſedentary Hours? 
that he may ſhine in the Pulpit, or at the 
Bar, and climb from thence to the Bench, 


robed in Lawn, or Scarlet and Ermine: Pur- 


_  LoLoGus forgets the chief Shepherd and Biſzop 
of Souls: the awful Judge of quick and dead. 


ParDias ſhapes the Marble,and Ar | 


ſtains the Canvas: each give their Produc- 
tions, every Perfection but Animation: the 
Fame' of each deſcends with their Works 
through Centuries of Years. Well have 

1 5 . 
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they 8 Nature, but io have they 
:imitated Jesus eng: and a his 
-Image? 

Jo order, cries my Sean Did 
theſe Ideas ever enter the Head of Jon 


| Bunyan? I know not that they did: but 


1 know that were he living, and I was 
to appeal to him, he would acknowledge 
the Gentry I have named to be eminent 
and capital Traffickers in this Fair, and 
to be the principal Merchants thereof. 
1 ſhall therefore beg Leave to proceed a 
little farther before I draw the Balance be- 
tween the People of VaniTr-Falk and the 

Children of Light. 

As Muopus burning with Luſt, is ſired 
with Deſire at the Sight of Beauty, and 
pants for Enjoyment: if Enjoyment is 

purchaſable with papel he ſticks not at 
Price, but is profuſc nerous/ ir the 
Rewards of his Gratif | 
and Innocence guard the deſit: dl 
no Art or Cunning, no Diſſinc Nia ion and 
Hypocriſy, no Expence in che Em pl) 
ment of Pimps and Emiſſaries is \ſparec 
to effect the Purpoſes of Seduction, and 
draw the deſtined Victim to his Net: when 
ſatiated, he leaves to Infamy and Want, the 
5 Object of his irregular Deſirs, 
unfeel=- 


„ 1 
unfeeling to the Miſeries in which he has 


involved her, and 1 bis Happineſs: in by 


zanether. 
VARANESõ, leſs difficult as diſtinguiſhing 
in the Objects of his Deſires, but equally 
the Slave of them, as AsMoDpeus; contents 
himſelf with indulging in the common 
Stews, and cools his Fires with the Dregs 
of Proſtitution. Both AsMoDevus and Va- 
'RANES, prefer the Gratification of Propen- 
ſities they have in common with Brutes, 
to that Faith, Charity, and Peace, which is 
purſued by thoſe that call * the Lord 
out of a pure Heart. 4s 
 _VoreoNE concenters i in 6: his Heart all the 
Vices, that are .comprehended under the 
Denominations of Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, 
and Diſſipation: luxurious in his Appetites, 
vain in his Dreſs, and expenſive in his 
Pleaſures and Amuſements, without Re 
ſources from the Gifts of Providence to 
gratify his Deſires, he has Recourle to 
AO and Villany: the Unw ary are 
marked out for his Prey, and the Cunning 
of the Gambler, or the Artifice of the 
Swindler, are employed to plunder them. 
If honeſt and moderate Things could ſa- 
| tiaty VoLeons, a Genius much leſs ex- 
| T 2 1 tenſi ve, 


WS 


>: ra } - 

tenſive, and Parts much leſs brilliant 
would ſuffice to obtain them; but his 
Heart is inſatiable as the Grave: all · that 


VANITY FAIR contains, is inſufficient to ſa- 


tisty it: like the Horſeleech, he continually 


cries, Give, give: and like a Sieve” which 
receives Liquids, is ever n through 


his Diſſipation. 
Even my Patience is now tired, SyN- 
TYCHE : I proceed no farther in deſcribing 


- hat motley Herd, the Children of Diſo- 
bedience, in whoſe Hearts Satan reigns; 


whoſe Lives are ſpent in Rioting and Drunk- 
enneſs, in Chambering and Wantonneſs, in Strife 
and Envying, and in making Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the Lufts thereof. Let us turn 


to a People of other Manners, and of a ano- 


ther Language. 


This People are onr, and they dwell alone: 
They differ from all other in Profeſſion, 


Converſation, and Purſuits. The Deport- 
ment and ame of a Chriſtian, we have 


obſerved, conſtitute his external Appear- 


ance; and indicate him a Character dif- 
ferent from the Men of this World. Grace, 


teaches him to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſls; and to live ſoberly, rightcouſly, and godly 
in 1 this prefent World; abſtaining from all Ap- 


pea rance 
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pearance . Evil : and letting bis Light ſhine 
before Men, that they may fee his good Works, 


and glorify bis Father who is in Heaven: 


modeſt in his Carriage; meek and inoffen- 
' five in his Behaviour; merciful and kind 
even to his Enemies, and attentive to all 


the relative Duties of his Station, both in 


natural and civil Life: rendering to all 
their Dues, to the Utmoſt of his Power; 
| injuring no Man, defrauding no Man; but 
walking in Benevolence and Truth towards 
all. Mankind. 


His Aſſociates are the Saints, the Excel- 
lent of the Earth, who are his Delight: 


their Aſſemblies the Places of his Reſort, 


and the Sabbaths and Ordinances of his 
Gov, are his Glory. 

Temperate and ſober in the Enjoyinent 
of providential good Things, and patient 
and ſubmiſſive under Afflictions and Trials; 
the Man of Go, confeſſes by his Conduct, 


that He is 4 Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, 
and ſeeks another Country, a City which hath 


Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is Gov. 
Of Speech or Converſation, we have 


already treated, both as to Matter and Man- 
ner, and ſhall only add here, that Hypo- 
crits may, and when it ſuits their Purpoſe, 


1 3 often 
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often do, aſſume the Dreſs or Garb of che” | 
Saints. Outward Deportment is ſome- 
times not very Difficult to imitate, and 


ſome Men are naturally excellent Mimicks. 


Different Languages too, may be learned 
but there is generally ſomething i in Idiom 
and Accent, Mich ſhews it! is not the 
Speaker's vernacular Tongue. Some, how- 
ever, do tolerably well counterfeit che 


Language of Canaan, but the Objects 
purſued by the People of Gop, mark a 


decided e betwixt them and Hire ; 


pocrites. _ l 
Their Traffic is ; carried 6 on. . nth 7 "A ; 


from Tbence. they look for. the Lonůop Jxsus 72 
CuRIsT; while diligent in Buſineſs, as the 


Means of producing the Fruits of. Ricbteruf Ap 


ws, they, are fervent in Spirit, engage PE 
Hearts are there alſo, They trafßc 301 r 1 


 Logp, As their Treaſure is in f 


creaſe- that. Treaſure: they draw upon the; 


Saviour's „Bank by Faith and., Prayer for; 

Wiſdom,, and: 
ended here, in or order 38 

to lay up Treaſure. above: 1% Lr a g 


Remittances. 3 f, Grace, 
Strength, to be exp 


Fundalion againſt: the Time. to come, that they 
may lay bald on eterne! Life. They labour, 


ha the Diligencs of AAR; not A? 
; | or 


ST EE 
r! the Meat which periſbetb, but for that 
which endureth to Life everlafling. 

With a higher Ambition than that of. 7 
Honk rrxriuvs, the Believer feeks a nobler 
Title, and a larger Eſtate. © To be called a 
Son of Gop; to inherit durable Ricbes und 
Righteouſneſs, with a Crown of Glory which: - 
Fadeth nt atvay, is the Object of his Pur- 
ſuit.. To obtain theſe, he bows low, not 
with mean Servility to Men, but at the 
Throne of Grace, that he may obtain Met- 
cy, and find Grace to help him in Time of 
Need: Born from above, he ſeeks the Ho- 
nors which come from God, and the Hap-- 
pineſs which flows from his Preſence. To 
be with Jesus —to inherit all Things to 
fit upon a Throne to aſſociate with An- 
gels to ſhine as a Star in the Firmament 
for ever, are the worthy Aims of er Hea- | 
ven- born Soul. : 
"RE Believer'i is paſſing through an Ene- 
mies Country, and meets with Oppofi-- 
tions which try his Strength: the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil combine to ob- 
ſtru his Paſſage, and deſtroy him : he has 
no Alternative, but muſt conquer or die: 
He looks up to the Captain of his Salva- 
tion for Protection and Aſſiſtance ; and 

| 9 4 3 | 
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emulous of the Conqueror's Mead, he put 
= on the whole Armour of Gov. To ſubdue 
1 Sin— to work Rigbieouſneſs io evercome the 
. World to reſift the Devil und make bim flee ; 
are Triumphs to which the Atchievements 


of MARTIcuSs and Navrticusare Trifles, and 


their Reward as trifling; Heaven waits to 
reward the Chriſtian with everlaſting Fame · 
There ſhall he wear a ſtarry Crown, 
And triumph in Almighty Grace: 
"Y „ Wdile all the Armies of the Skies, | 
= Join in his glorious Leader's Praiſe.” 
_— The Chriſtian is ſtudious alſo: he pur- 
"= ſues a Track of Learning, high and out of 
15 Sight to ParLoLoGvus: that which antient 


Sages thought the Heighth of Science, 
namely, © Man know thyſelf,” is with the 


Knowledge of the Love of God—the Grace of 
our Lord. Jesus CHRIsT—the Merits of his 
Blood and Righteouſneſs —and the Power of 


jects, lay before him his true Intereſt and 
Happineſs—afford him Peace and Joy in 
Believing and inſpire him with Fortitude 


and Courage to do _ ſuffer the Will of 
God ; 


Believer the Beginning of it. The Know- 
ledge of what he is by Nature; poor, miſer- 
able, guilty, ruined and helpleſs ; lays the 
Foundation of all his Acquiſitions in the 


his ſanctiſying Spirit. Theſe glorious Sub- 


| T7 am 1. 

Gop; arm him with Patience and Per- 
ſeverance under the Trials and Tempta- 
tions of Life; and by Reproef, Correction, and 
utZion, make him a Man of God, 
roughly furniſhed io every good Work. Un- 
der the Tuition of the greateſt and beſt of 
Maſters, He in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; he grows in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of ChRISTH Jxsus 
hi Loxd. Studiouſly. purſuing the Lore 
of heavenly Learning, his Mind glanccs 
back to ancient Purpoſes of everlaſting 
Love, and looks forward to everlaſting 
Ages of Glory and Happineſs. 

The Records of the Events of i intervening 
Time ;—Events which ariſe from Gop's 
everlaſting Love, and lead to the ever- 
laſting Happineſs of his People ; afford the 
Believer Topics for Study and Meditation, 
which ſublimate his Mind above the Love 
of earthly Things: Providence as well as 
Grace, affords him Views of the Love, 
Faithfulneſs, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
Gop, which mock the higheſt Flights of 


Philoſophy. I mean recorded Providence, 


by which, connected. with Promiſes, he is 
enabled to judge of the Changes and Wars, - 
which paſs over himſelf, and the Church 
of Gop: the ſacred Hiſtory informs him 
1 | of 


| t we J 
of the: paſt" Events of Providence; py 
Prophecy puts back the Veil and: neus 
him Things to come. | 
I call my-heavenly Student as 
and aſſert tliat though he may not have one 
Grain of the Learning of PIIOI DOs, he 
is in the Road to higher Preferment ; in the 
Road to be a white robed Dignitary i in the 
Church above, and to ſit as an Aſſeſſor. 
with Jesus, in judging the World and Angels 
when, if ungodly, and unjuſt, the mitred, . 
Biſhop, and exmined Judge ſhall ſtand Ab; 
the Bar. 15 
The imitative Arti is the e 8 ed « | 

| his Work riſes ſuperior to the finiſhed- 
Statue, and the illuminated Picture. He 

forms and draws a living Character of 
Holineſs and Beauty, while he imitates the 
Fat ber of Mercies, and the holy Child Jzsus. 
If the Works of Artiſts tranſmit their 
Fame to the lateſt Poſterity, he Righteous 
Jall be bad in everlaſting Rememberance + 
the Character they formed ſhall abide for 
ever, they leave not their Works behind 
them, 7beir Works ſhall follow them. 

Are Chriſtians deſtitute of Paſſion, and 
dead to Enjoyment? By no Means: ani- 
mated by thenobleſt Impulſe, they preſs with 


. * 1 


Ardor toward ſupreme Happineſs, and ſeel 
their Hearts at Times captivated by Beauty. 
The Love of CukIST conſtrains them to ſpend. 
and be ſpent for him who loved and died for 
tbem: nor ſhall they ever have Caufe to 
complain that the more they love, the 2 
they are beloved. 


The Love of God ſhed abroad in the Heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, is the higheſt Tranſport 
Mortality can feel. It is a Foretaſte and 
Earneſt of Joys above, and awakens Deſire 
for the full Poſſeſſion: as the Hart pantcth 
after the Water Brooks, fo thirſteth my Sout 
for Gop; the living Gob, When Ee 1 come 
and appear before Gon? 


cc Rivers to the Ocean ig 
Nor ſtay in all their Courſe: | 
« Fire aſcending ſeeks the Sun, 


Both ſpeed them to'their Source: 
4 So a Soul that's born of Gop, 


« Pants to view his glorious Face: 
6% Upward tends to his Abode, 
* To reſt in his Embrace. 


As Subterfuge and Villany are incom- 
patible with Chriſtianity, in what ſhall we 
parody the Believer with Vor rONR? in no- 
thing but his Thirſt of Gain: and this in 
him is laudable. He graſps at Wealth, 
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which worldly Fools Iclpiſe, . win the 
Crown they play away for Vanities. 


Was I writing to any other than SynTYCHE, 
I might apologize for the Length of this 


Letter, but your Friendſhip will excuſe my 
Prolixity ; beſides, few Men are tired of 
being told what they are, or at leaſt, car- 
neſtly with to be. For what you are that 
is right, give Glory to Gop, and preſs toward 
' the Mark, for the Prize of your high Calling 
of God in ChRIST IEsus. Yet a little 
while, and we ſhall leave VANITY Farr, and 
all the Fools and fooliſh Things that are in 
it : they have often vexed our Spirit; but 
I truſt we ſhall get ſafe to that Country, 
whoſe Merchants are all Princes, and whoſe 
| Traffickers are the only honourable of the Earth. 
Peace with my Friend. Amen. 5 


ANDRONI ICUS, 


LETTER XVIII. 


HE Conduct of the Pilgrims in Va- 
xITY Falk, is a beautiful Deſcription 
of the Manner | in which good Men fhould 


conduct 


[05] 
conduct themſelves, under. Temptation, 
Perſecution and Sufferings from the World. 
They ſer light by the Merchandiſe of 
the Place, and cared not ſo much as to 
look upon it. To keep our Hearts, we 
muſt make a Covenant with our Eyes. 
The Senſe of ſeeing, is more dangerous than 
all the other Senſes, becauſe by it, out- 


ward Objects ſtrike the Imagination with 


more frequency and greater Force: and 
the Ear next to the Eye, ſeems to have the 
greateſt Influence upon the Mind. No 
Doubt the other Senſes miniſter their Quota 
to the Power of Temptation; but their 
Sphere of Operation, ſeems to be more 
circumſcribed, and nene leſs dan- 
gerous. 
It was to the Ears and Been of our Mo- 
ther Eve, that the Tempter applied: yet, 
artful as his Addreſs to the Ear was, the 
Temptation had perhaps been ineffectual, 
had ſhe not looked upon the Tree: And 
when the Woman saw the Tree, that it was 
good for Food, and pleaſant to the Eyes, and 
4 22805 lo be deſired to make one Wiſe: hẽj 
took of the Tree and did eat. Achax con- 
teſſed, and faid, ben Isaw among the Spoils, 
4 goodly Babyloniſb Garment, and two hundred 
Shefels 


— 


Heels 7 W mp a N. vided of Guld. of 
2 ty Shekels weight, then I coveted. them, and 


took them. Davip ſinned from the ſame 


Cauſe. He saw from the Roof of the King's: 
Houſe, a Woman waſhing herſelf, and ibe 
Woman was: very beautiful to look upon, and 
he ſent Meſſengers and took her, and ſhe came 
in. 10 him, and he lay with her. And Jos 
ſays, I have made a Covenant with mine Eyes, 


 wherefore. ſhould ] look upon a Maid. 


We ſhould guard ſtrictly thoſe Senſes, 


which are the eaſieſt Avenues to let in 


Temptation. The Pilgrims put their 
Fingers in their Ears, and looking upward, 
cried, Turn away mine Eyes from beholding. 
Vanity. Indeed without Prayer we watch to 
little Purpoſe : and Prayer without Watch- 
ing and Reſiſtance, is ſolemn Mockery. 
My Son, when Singers entice thee; conſent 
thou not : and again, Look not upon the Wine 
when it ſparkleth, when, it ſheweth. itſelf a— 
right in the Glaſs... Various are the Objects. 
which finfully impreſs the Mind. by the. 
Eye, and the Sounds which, pollute the 


Imagination by the Ear. Our beſt Defence, 


is to turn away from them, and ſeek our 


Safety i in our Flight. 


It is from the Purpoſe of the Heart, the 


Reſolution muſt ariſc to guard the Senſes, 
2 
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as Avenues to the Mind. Keep thine Fhart : 
' with all Diligence, for out of it are the Iſues 
of. Life. Happy tlioſe who have weighed 
in the Balance of the Sanctuary, the Qb- _ 
jects which ſolicit them, and determine 
to buy the ruth, even at the Price of Blood: 
the Purchaſe will be cheap, when compared 


with the Price of Vanity, which has coſt 


many an one their Soul. This firmly 
believed, will ſettle the Heart, and fix its 
Reſolution, to guard the Senſes. To receive 


the Truth in the Loue of it, lies at the Bottom. 


of all real Religion: and our Preference of 
that Truth, it is, which provoke | the Chil- 


dren of this World. 


« We buy the Ti ruth,” " ſaid the Pilgrims, 
7 and Satan determined they ſhould pay for it; 


they did ſo, and our Author in his Narra- 


tive ſhews us that the Malice of Satan, and 
his working in the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence, is a Source of Sufferings to the Saints 


for their Adherence to the Truth. Per- 
fecution has been variable as to Mode and 
Meaſure, in different Ages; as Gop has 
been pleaſed for the Trial of Faith to let 


looſe the Lions; or, to give his People Reſt 


has chained them up; yet be aſſured, SYN- 


TYens, the Diſpoſition. of the World is al- 
ways 
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ways Enmity to Gop and his Ways: But 
as I have in a former Letter touched upon 
this Subject, I ſhall diſmiſs it here, pate 


only two Remarks. 09 _ | 
The firſt is, the convincing Phiber and 


Influence of a proper Behaviour under Suf- 
ferings: patient bearing of Injuries. the 
CarisT's Sake, is true Chriſtian Fortitude 


and will be always more effectual to diſ- 
arm the Rage of our Enemies, than all 


V 


Arguments whatſoever. And as the ex- 
emplary Conduct of thoſe, who ſuffer for 


the Truth, conciliates an Attention to 
their Principles, ſo it is the Means of 


bringing' many to the Knowledge of the 


Truth, who would never have 0 to 


the Force of Argument: thus Jzsvs ſuffered. 


Secondly, one cannot look back with- 


out Indignation and Horror upon the Farce 


of mock Juſtice affectedly acted by the 
perſecuting Powers, who murdered the 


faithful Servants of IEsus CHRIST; what 
Proſtitution of the Forms of Law, to com- 
mit the moſt lawleſs Act in the World. 
A Judge, à Jury, and Witneſſes upon their 


Oath. Bleſſed Jxsus! when thy Tribunal 
ſhall be erected, where will theſe Wretches 


appear? Precious in thy Sight is the Blood 
2 


7 
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of thy Saints, and thou wilt require it at 


their Hands. 
He limits the Effects of their Rage, 3 


ſets Bounds to the Operation of their Ma- 


lice. Herop killed James the Brother of 


Joux with the Sword, and proceeded to 
take PeTtxr alſo: and when HSROD would 
have brought him forth to be ſlain, tha 
ſame Night the Angel of the Loxp deli- 


vered him from Priſon. Farrarur falls a 


Sacrifice to the Enmity of the Wicked, and 


goes to Heaven in Triumph; but CHRTS- 
' TIAN muſt eſcape to keep the Truth alive 
upon Earth; and Hopxrul riſes from the 


Aſhes of the Martyr, to be his Compa- 


nion. In ſpite of Earth, and Hell, a Seed 
Hall ſerve bim, and be accounted to 83 1 


for a Generation. 


What an admirable Piece of Wit _ | 
Humour, expoſing and ſatyriſing the Hy- 
pocriſy and Wickedneſs of Perſecutors; 
is Mr. BuNYAx's Deſcription. of the Trial 
of Fartaeur : how ingeniouſly does he 
perſonify their wicked Diſpoſitions and 


Vices, and form them into a Court of Ju 


dicature: the Judge ſtating the Law to the 
Jury, is an inimitable Burleſque on perſe- 


cuting Laws and Adds of Uniformity. 


| They 


* 
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FS 

That che Churches have Reſt; is Matter a 
of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs; nevertheleſs 
the Martyrs Lot was glorious: by a few 

ſhort Pangs, though ſharp, their Sufferings 


were terminated for ever: they eſcaped 
from a World of Danger, and got beyond 


the Reach of Satan's Malice. The Mar- 


tyr, of all the Followers of the LAM, is 
- moſt nearly conformable to his Maſter,he 1s 


crucified with Curr, has Fellowſhip with 
him in his Sufferings, and is made conformable ' 
to his Death. When we ſpeak of thoſe 
Scriptures, we ſeek a firitual Meaning to 
them, and no Doubt a good one; but in 
the Martyr, the literal Senſe of ſuch Paſ- 


ſages | ſhine with peculiar Glory. — 


As the Martyrs approached neareſt their 
glorious Pattern by ſuffering for Truth, and 
ſealing it with their Blood; ſo they ap- 
proach neareſt in Glory to the KN of 
Martyrs above all his ocher Saints. The 
Conviction of this, wrought fo powerfully 
in the primitive Church, that many ſought 
the Crown of Martyrdom with Avidity; 


and. obtruded themſelves upon their Per- 


ſecutors as willing Victims. I do not ſay 
they were tobe commended for ſeeking 
Death's 0 but it was divinely heroic not to 
ſhun 
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ſhun it. 0, my Syxrychr, that our Faith | 
and Zeal borea greater Similarity to theirs, 
that we were animated with a Flame 


„% Such as in the Martyrs glow'd, | 
. ** Dying Champions for their Go. 


well, no Doubt, as our Day is, our 


Sirengib ſball be : we are not called to die 5 


for JI xs us, let us ſtrive to live to him. And 


now, if you pleaſe, we will quit VAN IT T- 


FAIR, and Hollow. our MP? on theit 
Way. 11007 2 LIFTS 
When Gem away one Bleſling, bs 
often gives another: CuRISTIAN, by the 


Death of Fa rrHr loſt a dear Friend and 


Companion, but Gop raiſed up for him 
another, who was peculiarly dear to him 


from this Circumſtance, that he became 
HopRErUL by beholding the Paxienee and 


Fidelity of the Pilgrims in their Sufferings. 
If. God honours us as the Means of ſaws: 
ing others, they are more dear to us upon 
that Account; and the Bond of Love be- 
tween them and us is more ſtrong i and i 
our Conduct rather than our Words, have 
effected this, it is a comfortable Teſtimony 
to our Conſciencès, that through Grace we 


bave been enabled tu act to the Glory of 


Gop.. — was dear to Paul, even as 
41 . | His 
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his von Bowels, becauſe he had begotten bim. 
in his Bonds. 
Our Author gives us a general View of 
Hypocriſy at the Bottom of the Hill Drr- 
FICULTY. He now delineates it on a larger 
Scale : traces it through its wretched Prin- 
ciples, and ſhews their Contrariety to the 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity of the Saints; 
and their Coincidence with fleſbly Wiſdom. 
The Subject is beautifully illuſtrated by 
making Perſonages of the four leading 
Principle of Hypocriſy : namely, By-Ex Ds, 
Hop- Taz - WorLD, : Money - Loves, and 
' SAVE-ALL ; and by putting into their 
Mouths, the Sentiments which * the 
Hypocrites Heart. 
Would you, Sy TYCHñE, win to ſhun 
the Croſs, (which Gon forbid) Mr. Br- 
ENDS Will teach you how to do it effectu- 
ally: and Mr. Hol p-THE-Wonlsp will fur- 
niſh you with Argument to varniſn your 
Conduct. Inſtructed by theſe Gentlemen, 
you will not only ſnun the Croſs, but make 
Religion a profitable Commodity: let us a 
little attend to their Doctrine and Practice. 
Their Doctrine is as old as the Apoſtles: 
there were ſome of them, ⁊vho /uppo/ed that. 
Gain was Godlineſs, and even diſputed. for 
| I, 


45» 


1 2 3 

it, like Mr. Mowzv-Lovs : but the Apoſtle 
calls their Arguments ' perverſe Diſputings 
of Men of corrupt Minds: and CHRISTIAN'S 
Anſwer to the Queſtion deſerves to be 
written in Letters of Gold, or rather upon 
the Tablets of our Hearts. This Doctrine 
founded in Covetouſneſs, and the inor- 
dinate Love of this World, is boldly con- 
tended for by ſome, and believed and prac- 
tiſed by many more. 

The practical Part is, as Mr. BE-ExpS 
tells us, to have a ſmooth Tongue and Be- 
haviour, to ſerve ourſelves of the Times as 
they change, and to turn about with them: 
| nay, if Neceſſity require it, to be one 

Thing in one Place, and another Thing in 
another Place : to be double tongued, and 
double faced : to be warmly zealous, or 
coldly indifferent, as we are W to get 
or loſe by Religion. 

From ſucb, ſays the Apoſtle, urn away: 
| honeſt CarisTIans ſhould manifeſt a Con- 
_ tempt for ſuch Characters, and ſhun them 
as they would Drunkards, Whoremongers, 

and Adulterers. Covetouſne/s is Idolatry, and 
| not to. be named among Saints, but as what 
it is: when Religion is taken up to 


gratify that Diſpoſition, it is the moſt de- 
teſtable 
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teſtable Hypocrify : Sach, ſays che Loxy, 


Our Way to the Kingdom of Waren 


4 for the moſt Part, rough and trouble- 


ſome; what with the Wickedneſs of Men, 
the Temptations of Satan, the various Tri- 
als of Life; and above all, our own inbred 


Corruptions, we are often weary and diſ- 
treſſed; yet ſometimes our gracious Lonꝰ 
gives us Reſt from Trouble for a Seaſon: 


he ſmooths our rugged Path and makes it 
plain and eaſy, by /illing the Enemy and the 
Avenger without; and by his Grace, ſtop- 


ping the Workings of our Corruptions 


within. It is then pleaſant going on in 
the Ways of the Loxp: but, alas! ſuch 
Seaſons are ſhort and ſoon over; nor are 
they altogether without their Danger, for 
our poor _—_ Hearts Extract Evil 
from every Good. 1 
Till cured of « our Folly, by repeated 
Diſappointments, we flatter ourſdves with 


2 Continuance of Peace, and vainly hope 


that the Plain of EAsk extends to the 


Gates of the CxIESsTIAL City : that our 
Troubles are over, our Corruptions dead, 


and our Mountain ſtands ſtrong, never 


« When 


„„ 
«© When my forgetful Soul rene 
The Savour of thy Grace, 
F « My Heart preſumes I cannot laſe 
| | © The Reliſh all my Days. 


6 Nur ere one fleeting Hour is paſt, 
© The flattering World einploys | 
9 ks ſenſual Bait to ſeize my Taſte, 
And to pollute my Joys.“ 
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Let us, my Friend, be thankful for the 
Intermiſſions of Trouble, for a Ceſſation of 
the Aſſaults of Satan, and for a little Reſt 
from the worſt of Plagues, the Riſings of 

our own Corruptions; without which, 
Trouble and* Temptation would not have 
half their Effect. But let us remember, 
that the Warfare is not ended - cannot in 
the Nature of Things be ended, till we put 
off this Tabernacle, and get beyond the 
Reach of Sin and Satan. Let us be watch- 
ful, leſt that which is in itſelf a Bleſſing, 
become a Cauſe of carnal Security; and, leſt 
future Temptations aſſault us when off our 
Guard, and the unexhauſted Workings of 
our depra ved Nature be a Cauſe of Sin: 
Bleſſed is the Man that feareth always. 
„ greateſt of all the Dangers ariſing | 
from our Reſt from Trouble, is a too fond 
Attachment t the Things of the preſent 
. World, 
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World, and 1 too great a Deſire after them, 


even to the Enſnaring of our Souls. Out 
Author has therefore placed his little Hill 
Luck with its filver Mine, on the farther 


Side of the Plain of Easz. Riches in the 


Way of Godlineſs, are a Rarity : eſpecial- 
ly the Acquiſition of them. The Religion 
of JEsus, is more calculated to loſe, or to 
expend Worldly Treaſure, than to accu- 


mulate it. Does this ſeem ſtrange ? let us 


examine if it is not true. 
Recollect what Multitudes have ſuffered 
the Spoiling of their Goods, for their Fidelity 


to him who ſaid, He that loveth Houſe or 


Land, more than me, is not worthy of me. 
_ Perſecution has robbed the Saints of many 
Thouſands of Pounds, and involved Per- 
| ſons of affluent Fortunes in Poverty. Re- 


collect alſo, how the artleſs Simplicity, and 


unſuſpecting Candor of God's Children, 


expoſes them to the artful Deſigns of cun- 


ning and impoſing Perſons; who work up- 
on their Pity, and deceive their Credulity. 
| Recolle&, that Bounty, Generoſity, Hoſ- 
pitality and Charity, are not the Means of 
lay ing up, but of laying out a Fortune: put 
all theſe together, and 1 believe my Poſition 


will be found true. 


_ Tos 
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T0 accumulate Wealth, is in any Caſe, a 
erik: the Number of thoſe who fail in the 
Attempt is much larger than the Number 
of thoſe who ſucceed : to acquire it in the 
rait and narrow Way, which leads to - 
Life, is the greateſt Rarity of all. It does 
not ſeem to be the Will of Gop, that many 
of his Children ſhould be rich in this 
World's Goods, Not many ſuch are called, 
== 2: God has choſen the Poor that they might be 
rich in Faith, The Hill Lucre ſtands 
& ſomewhat out of the Way, and they that 
will profir by the Mixx, muſt turn aſide 
for it. 8 5 
That many Profeſſors hve! 4 ane 4 
ſill do ſo, we have awful Proofs : but what 2 
was the Conſequence? © They advanced 
ſo near the Brink of the Pit, that the 
Ground under them being deceitful, broke, 
and they were lain :** Or take it in Scrip- 
ture Words: They that w1LL be rich, fall into 
Temptation and a Snare, and into many fooli h 
and burlful Luſts, which drown Men in De- 
flruFion and Perdition. © Others have been 
- maimed, and could not, to their dying Day, 
be their own Men again. For the Love of 
Money is the Root of all Evil: which, while 
 Jome coveted after, they have erred fron be 
| K ' Faith,,. 


ta) 


Faith, and pierced thenſelves through with 
many Sorrows. 

Are Riches then unlawful? ? certainly not: 
but it is unlawful to go out of the Loxb's 


Way to get them. Men ſtop, and turn 
aſide to acquire Wealth, intending when 
they have acquired. their Object, to go on 


their Way again. They even flatter them- 


ſelves and others, how charitable and ufe= 


they have acquired Riches : but, alas! many 
of them are never more ſeen in the Way of 
Gop : or if they are, they are ſo clogged, 
and cumbered with 7hick Clay, that they 


are not the lively, zealous, and humble 
Chriſtians, they were in a State of Medi- 
_ ocrity. The Attempt is vain, to temper 
the Love of Money with the Love of RIS r. 
Dxuas bath for/aken me, ſays Paul, hav- 
ing loved this preſent World. Indeed the 


Temptation is ſtrong, when Poverty and 
Affliction preſs hard upon the Fleſh. It is 


no eaſy Taſk to Fleſh and Blood, to re- 
ceive Paul's Doctrine: Godline/s with Con- 


tentment is great Gain. For we brought No- 
thing into the World with us, and it is certain 
we can carry Nothing out: and having Food 
and Raiment, let us be herewith content, No 


wonder, 


ful they ſhall be in the Ways of Gop, when ln 
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ende Daa and others who affect to 
be Gentlemen, ſhould turn aſide: Alas! 


"oy how many Diſciples have had hankering 
BE Hearts for this World's Goods; andJhad 
not Grace prevented, would have turned 
ade alſo. 


How great the Bleffing af: a faithful 


# g F Friend and Reprover? Few have the Cou- 


rage to aſſume the. Character, and Few the 
| Humility and Meekneſs neceſſary to bear 
| Reproof: eſpecially, when it is to hold a 
| Man back from getting Money. 

Hany Man draw back, faith the Loxo, 
toy Suul ; hall have no Plgture in bim. Whe- 
ther it be through Fear of Suffering, or 
| Defire of Gain, the Sin is the ſame, and 
the Puniſhment as ſure. Remember Lol's 
{ Wife, is an awful Memento. a leave my 
| Friend, to attend to the Pilgrim's Dis- 


| 9 f courſe on that Subject : May Grace im- 


jy Pres it on both our Hearts, is tlie Prayer of 
 ANDRONICUS. 
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Conn. SynTYCus, our Author is lead- 


ing us into a delightful rural Scene—a 
K 2 Meadow 
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3 Meadow ever verdant,decorated with Lilies 
ever blooming—watered by a River clear 

as Chriſtal, on whoſe Banks grow Trees, 

always green, and always bearing, yield- 

ing Food and Medicine, Eaſe and Plea- 

ſure, to the weary Traveller. I know 

not, Friend of my Heart, how, at this 

Moment, it fares with thy Soul; but 

mine wants this Refreſhment, and fain 

would I avail myſelf of it. I am black, 

becauſe the Sun hath looked upon me: My 

Mother's Children have been angry with me; 

they made me the Keeper of the Vineyards, 


me, Sa viou of Sinners, thou whom my Soul 
Io vetb, where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt 
thy Flocks to reft at Noon: for why ſhould IT | 


thy Companions. 


4 1} ted, till removed to Canaan above: of 
which Country,-this beauteous Scene is 
but a Type: but well I know this River 


befere; and Wearineſs aſſail my Soul from 
the Roughneſs of my Way. Well, let it 
but lead me to the Kingdom of Gop, all 


will be well. 
«How 


but mine own Vineyard have I not kept.” Tell | a : 


be as one that turneth abs by the Placks f | | m9 


Here would 1 dwell might I * permit- | 7 


and my Path may part, as they have done 


* vs 


D 1 
„Hos harſh ſoe'er the Way, 
. «© Dear Saviour ſtill lead os: 


* Nor leave me till] ſay, | 
5 Father, thy Will be done.“ 


He maketh me to lie down in green Paſtures, 
MH wy leadeth me beſide the till Waters—he re- 
1 17 Woreth m y Soul——he leadeib me in the Paths Ss 
2 1 Riohteouſueſs for his Nameſake. Thus ſang 
2 Ine Shepherd King of Iſrael, of Go his 
. iz F hepherd, who has thus provided of his ow 
E””-1 [Goodneſs for the Poor. It is his Word, the 
A 1 Healing Waters of ! be Sanctuary, the Wa ater 
/ Lie, which like a flowing River runs 
trough all his Ordinances, and makes 
them profitable to his Saints. His preci- 
Nous Premiſes, like Trees ever green and 
conſtantly bearing; yield the Believer a 
conſtant Supply for Nurture and Healing: 
ln theſe Ordinances, pervaded and en- 
2h Hivened by the River of Gop, the humble 
I oul-— the lowly Saint—the Goſpel Lily— 


trives and flouriſhes in the Beauties of 


RE Holineſs. © Here Believers, as the Be- 
loved of the Lonp, eat and drink, and 
reſt in Safety. 

1Q repeat my With, that here I might 
1 dell till I remove to Canaan : but pro- 
2X vidential Occurences ſometimes cut us off 
* from our Privileges, and render our Way 
1 K * weariſome 


er * Y 1 


L 2 


veariſome to our Souls: ſo it was with our 
Pilgrims ; they were diſcouraged and wiſh- 

ed for a better Way. They ſoon found 
one, but dearly to their Coſt; and pur- 
chaſed their Eaſe at a dreadful Price. | 

To wiſh for Eaſe is natural, and we are 
indulged to pray for it with Submiſſion : 

but in attempting to avoid Trouble, it be- 
hoves us to be very careful we are not de- 
ceived and led into Sin: He that believeth | = 
all not make haſte, it is ſaid: and again, 
Fudge not according to Appearance, but judge Wl 
righteous Fudgment. That Path which de- 
ceived CHRISTIAN, lay along by the Way, 
and ſeemed to promiſe to bring them into 
the high Road again. Of the two Ways 
which pointed alike, he thought it wiſe to 
chooſe the Eaſieſt, and did not conſider the 
Hedge, or the Stile, as an Objection, though 
they ſeparated the Path from the Highway. 

The Way of the Lorp, the Path of 
Duty is fenced by the Word; to go out of all 
that Way is to tranſgreſs: and as the 
Trouble of that Way is deſigned for the 

Trial of our Faith and Patience, to go out 
of it, is ſetting up our carnal Reaſon againſt 
the Wiſdom of Gop; and whither that may 


lead us, Gor only knows. 2 
| 1 
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F 
It is caſier to the Fleſh to follow its own 
J 1actinations, than the Will of Gop; and 
9 our Folly is emboldened, by the Example 
1 of others, who walk after the Fleſn, and yet 
like Varx-Conripence, preſume that By- 
EPary-Mcapow is the Way to the celeſtial 
1 City. It is dangerous to follow the Exam- 
ple of any but thoſe, who through Faith and 
Patience Do inberit the Promiſes. Theſe all 
HE Kept the high Way of Holineſs, or ſuffered 
deeply when they departed from it, and 
are exhibited in A he Word as Euſamples to 
4 Let us then take Warning, and chooſe 
Suffering rather than Tranſgreſſion. _ 
—_—_ Mark, my dear Friend, the awful Con- 
= ſequences of departing from the Way. 
PDarkneſs involves our Path, and He bat 
walketb in Darkneſs knyweth not whither he 
2288 goe/b : if we forſake the Light of Gop's 
Word, the Light of his Spirit will forſake 
us, and give us up to our own Deceivings, 
till we learn our Error by its Conſequences, 
and find ourſelves in ſuch a Dilemma, as 
to be obliged to cry for his Help. 
LNot Darkneſs only, but horrid Danger 
is in the Way of Tranſgreſſion: every Step 
ve take without the Word, we are expoſed 
tio Deſtruction. The Fool paſſeth on and is 
_ K „ puniſh 
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puniſhed : the vainly Confident, and Pre 
| fumptuous, periſh in the Way. Happy 
for us, if we are awakened by their Fall to 


a'Senfe of our Danger, and hear that Warn- 


ing to Repentance, Let thine Heart be lo- 
ward the Highway, even the bets that thou 
wenteſt, turn again. 
But oh {how Difficult 3 it is to return 
from our Wanderings, when Darkneſa 
and Tempeſts within, terrify the Soul: 
When the Guilt of Sin, and a Senſe of the 
Wrath of Gop, harrows up the Conſcience, 
and Troubles without, like a Flood, almoſt 
overwhelm us: we ſee, and feel then in- 
deed, bat it is an evil Thing, and bitter, that 
we bave departed from the LorD; and that 
it is much eaſier to fin, than to repent 
and return. Dreadful Diſplays of divine 
Reſentment, both in our Conſciences and 
Circumſtances, renders Repentance a xy 
difficult Work. 4 5 
Mark, my Srurrehz with what in- 
genuouſneſs CHRISTIAN confeſſes his Fault, 
and with what Humility and Affection he 
deprecates his Brother's. Anger: ſee too, 
the Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, and Kindneſs of 
 Hoezevr * here is no reproaching of one 
another—no oy” — no 
„ taunting 


. (04: 

| rw Reflections but a tender Smy- 
nn feeling Concern for each other's 

Cood. Amiable Example of brotherly 

Love, and of Spirits and en delivered 

to the Mould of the Goſpel. 

So far it was well: gh Darkneſs 


1 y . overed their Path, Grace, ſtill had the 
1 poſſeſſion of their Soul; the Root of the 


3 94 atter was in them. Bleſfed be the Lord, 
that though our Wanderings, and De- 


2 W partures from the right Way, involve us 


; in Trouble and Diſtreſs; they. cannot de- 
ſtroy that implanted Principle, which is 
in thoſe who are born again of the incor- 
wo ruptible Seed of God's Word. 3 | 
TI To return to our Pilgrims in their Diſ- 


; W fireſs : : With all their Skill, they could nat 


recover the Stile that Night; but ſetting 


4 x down under a Shelter, and being weary 
= they fell aſleep. When Gop withdraws his 
Preſence from us, Ve grope like the Blind 
6, Moonday, and without his ſpecial Guid- 

WE. ance, cannot recover the Path we have 


= forſaken. He, faith Davip, rehareth 
h Soul, and leadeth me in the Paths of 
= Righcou/neſs. The Pilgrims did what they 
could to get back again, this was right; 


but I do not read that they cried to Gon 


1 | tor 
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for Light and Help. Sin and 3 ſeem 
to have ſnut up their Hearts: A Caſe too 


frequent. Oh, if the Heart be awake to at | 


Prayer, Dcliverance is not very far off. 

As the Drowning catch at every Twig, 
ſo the weary Mind embraces every Shelter: 
falſe Refuges and Reliefs, delay Deliver- 


ance, and bring a ſleepy Stupor upon the 


Mind, which muſt be rouſed by till great- 
er Trouble. The Pilgrims | did wrotg, 


when they left the Highway, they did ſtill 


more fooliſhly to ſleep before they recovered 
1t : how careful and watchful ſhould we be, 
teſt our Hearts be ha rdened thorough the Decei 9 
. neſs of Sin. 

Day will ſucceed to Night, and Light 
take Place of Darkneſs: but not always 
the Light of Joy, but the Light of Convic- 
tion: ſuch a Light as places Tranſgreſſion, 


and its Fruits, in the moſt upbraiding Point 


of View; and awakens the Conſcience, to 
thunder in the Soul, Haft thou not procured 
tbis unto thyſelf ? ſee thy Way in the Valley. 
Alas! if ChRISs and his Righteouſneſs ap- 
pear not now to ſupport the Mind, the 
Temptation to Deſpair ſeizes the Soul with 
the Strength of a Glaxr, and impriſons it 
in Dovusrs and Fears which are Rronger 
than the Bars of a CASTLE : f 
c 


„ 


It appears ſtrange that Believers of _ 
= tanding,who have experienced much of the 
hy * | Lorp's Faithfulneſs, and taſted of his Lov- 
== ingkindneſs, who have triumphed in the 
5 . Croſs of Currsr, and rejoiced in Hope of 
1 Chis Glory; it appears ſtrange, I ſay, that 
W theſe ſhould doubt, and be tempted to de- 
W ſpair. But let us recollect, that in Trouble, 
3 Darkneſs, and Guilt; the Mind is as little 
1 able to look back, as it is to look forward 
properly: beſides, the Doubt is whether 
F paſt Experiences were not all Deluſion? 
a Doubt this, againſt which there is but 
one Remedy, a freſh Application by Faith 
to Jesvs CurIsT, which the natural Lega- 
| lity of the Heart will hold it back from: 
& beſides, the Darkneſs of the Mind hinders 
it from perceiving the glorious Light of 
the Goſpel. 

Doubts about the State of our Souls or 
F Circumſtances, brings the Mind under the 
Power of DirripENcE, as to all the Means 
of Deliverance ; and enervates the Diſpoſi- 
tion towards Endeavours aſter Relief. Diz- 
FIDENCE then co-operates with Temptation: 
Perhaps it would be ſpeaking more pro- 
perly to ſay it is a Part of it. We read 
nothing about Prayer till the third Night 
of the PI IMS Impriſonment. 


KS a 
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The Progreſs of Dsearn is . ftrikingly 
marked in the Deſcription our Author 
gives of the Grant's Conduct toward his 
Priſoners. Drspalx cuts off every Sup- 
port and Comfort from the Soul, as when 
Bread, Water, and Light, are denied the 
Captive in the Dungeon. Ds pA TR bruiſes, 
and breaks the Soul with bitter Reflections, 
till, weary of its Groaning, it chuſes Strang— 
ling rather than: Life, and is tempted to ſuch 
a Refuge. Faith in, Love to, and Depend- 
er ent the Log, ſeem at their laſt Gaſp.- 0 


: x 10 Deep i in a cold and joyleſs Cell, 
A doleful Gulph of gloomy Care! 
Pi * Where diſmal Doubts and Darkneſs dwell,. 
+ ** The dang'rous Brink of black Deſpair ;. . 
„ Chill'd by the icy Damps of Death, 
I feel no firm Support of Faith. 
8 How can a burden'd Cripple riſe 
* How can a fetter d. Captive flee ? 
« Ah, Loxp ! direct my wiſhful Eyes, 
* And let me look, at leaſt, to Thee. 
« Alas! my finking Spirits droop, 
7 I ſearce perceive a, Gleam. of Hope,” 


When ſtrong Chriſtians err from the 
„ant Way of the Lox, they are moſt ge- 
nerally in the deepeſt Deſpondency under 
Trouble: while others who were thought 
nfc or to them i in Grace and Faith, com- 9 0 
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bat Temptation, by ticking back to paſt 
1 and forward to the Power of 
God, as an Encouragement to hope in his 
Mercy. Thus Hoeervui reaſons with his 
* Brother, and encourages himſelf to pluck 
1 3 | up the Heart of a Man, and to try his Ut- 
moſt to break the Bondage of DzsParR. 
& Believers are never left of Gop to the 
full Power of Deseair : he inviſibly ſup- 
ports and relieves them by ſome lucid In- 
WE tervals, which afford a faint and glimmer- 
ing Hope, and which are the Harbingers of 
Deliverance, as the Dayſtar is of the 
Morning. - Say not in thine Heart, who ſhall 
aſcend to Heaven io bring down CHRIS from 
above, or who ſhall defcend injo the Deep to 
bring CHRIST up from beneath ? for it is nigh 
thee, in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, even 
the Word of Faith. Gop works Deliverance, 
and brings Comfort by the Word of Pro- 
miſe. We depart from, and diſhonour him 
by Unbelief; ſo we muſt come back to, 
and honour him by Faith in his Word of 
Grace. 

That Soul is brought low indes that 
cannot pray: how then can they believe? 
it is impoſſible in the Nature of Things: 

and how $a they call o on him in whom * 


1 
do not believe. Faith and Prayer are inſe- 
parable. When therefore the tempted Soul 
begins to pray, Faith is working towards 
Deliverance; and he who pours out the Spi- 
rit of Grace and Supplication, is not far off. 
Fear not, ſays the Lord, for 1 am with thee: 
Le not diſmayed, (if thou canſt pray to me) 
am thy Gob, I will belp thee, yea, I will 
deliver thee, yea, I will uphold thee, with the 
right Hand of my "Righteouſneſs. 
What a Fool am I?” ſaid CnrisTIan, 
« to lie in a ſtinking Dungeon, when I may 
walk at Liberty. I have a Key in my Bo- 
ſom called PROMISE, that will open any 
Lock in DouzrING CAsTLE. Good 
CHRISTIAN, how came this Key into thy 
Remembrance, and why was it not thought 
of before? Thanks to that good Spirit the 
ComMroRTER: for be, ſays Jesus, ſhall bring 
to your: Remembrance all Things whatſoever 1 
have ſaid unto you. It is ſtrange, that in our 
Trouble and Darkneſs, we ſhouid forget 
the Promiſes of Grace, even thoſe very 
Promiſes in which we have formerly re- 
zoiced, and with which we have comfort- 
ed others: It is alſo equally wonderful, 
how unexpectedly and ſeaſonably, even 
in the Moment of Extremity, ſome pre- 
| | cious 
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cious Promiſe ſhall occur, which ſhall 
at once revive. our Faith and Hope, and 
point out our Duty at the ſame Time. | 
Theſe Experiences of Chriſtians are no 
Evidence to the World, of the Truth of 
Gop's Word, and the Preſence of his Spi- 
rit with his Saints; but to them, they are 
precious Proofs, and comfortable Mani- 
feſtations of his Preſence, and of the Truth 
of all he has called them to believe. The 
4 = Sorrows of Death, ſaid David, compaſſed me 
2 about, the Pains of Hell gal hold upon me: I 
| found Trouble and Sqrrow. Then called 1 
upon the Name of the dne O LORD, I be- 
Iſcech thee, deliver my Soul. Becauſe be hath 
= wznclined his Ear unto me, therefore will I call 
7 upon bim as long 4s. I live. 
1 All Doubts are not overcome with equal 
Eaſe : ſome of them are ſtubborn, and re- 
quire a Strength of Faith in the Promiſes 
of Gop; yet all of them in the End ſhall 
be overcome: the Powers of Darkneſs too, 
. will exert theii Influence to keep their Cap- 
tive in Bondage, and urge Doubt upon 
Doubt to ſtrengthen the Cauſe of Grant- 
DzsPaiR. Our Author's Words, in all the 
old Editions of his PILGRIM was, that the 
Iron Gate, as it t opened, made ſuch dam- 


nable 


„ 
| nable Cracking, that it waked GranT-Ds- 
srAIR: by which Expreſſion he ſeems to 
intimate the Unwillingneſs of our ſpiritual 
Enemies to let go their Prey. Modern 
Editors have left out the Epithet damna- 
ble, as having a prophane Sound. I think 
they have done well, becauſe, as it ſtood in 
the old Editions unexplained, it offended = 
ſome ſerious People, and it is better to loſe 
one of the Author's Ideas, than hurt the = 
Mind of one godly Perſon :/ yet perhaps, 
if the Editors had underſtood the Meta- 
phor, they might haye found a Word t to 
expreſs the Idea without Offencde. 
Our Prrogius being delivered, do two 
Things which are the Duty of all who ob. 
tain Mercy of the Loxp: they erected. a 
Memorial of the Danger of turning out of 
the Way, that others coming after, might 
eſcape the Sufferings they had gone through. 
They then ſang Praiſes to Gop for their 
Deliverance, and went on their Way. Re- 
cording our own Obſervations, on the Er- 
rors into which we have fallen, and on the 
Conſequences which followed them; may 
be made of ſpecial-and peculiar Uſe to our 
fellow Chriſtians, by Way of Warning: 
and recording alſo, the abundant Grace: of 


C 2331 
Gov toward us in hearing Prayer, and 
working our Deliverance; may tend to en- 
courage thoſe whoſe Hope is as the giving 
1 of the Ghoft, to look again toward his holy © 
5 | Tem; le: farewell, SynTYCnr, take Care of 
= Br Parn- MEapow, for though Mr. 
E Grztar-HearrT cut off the Grant's Head, 
l fear Drsralx is like the Hydra: thine 
affectionately 


ANDRONICUS- 


L. E T TX 
S there are Sorrows, Diſtreſſes, and 
4 Dangers in the Way, or rather often 
in Conſequence of turning out of the Way; 
and theſe of our own procuring through 
SE Folly and Want of Heed :—as there are 
8 Temptations for the Trial of our Faith, 
and Troubles that are irkſome to our Fleſh ; 
it is no Wonder that thoſe who eſtimate 
Religion only by theſe Things, ſhould think - 
it but a melancholy Buſineſs. But as a Be- 
hever's Heart knows its own Bitterneſs, ſo a 
Stranger medaleth not with his Foy, he has 
Conſolations, and ſtrong ones too, which 
be derives from various Sources, opened to 
him by divine Grace, 

One 
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One of thoſe Sources is, the Spread of 
the Goſpel, the Increaſe of CurisT's King- 
dom, and the Proſperity of his Saints. 
The Pſalmiſt prays for this with Fervor: 
Remember me, O Lord, with the Favour 

Ibou beareſt unto thy People; O viſit me with 
thy Salvation, that I may fee the Good of thy 
Choſen—that I may rejoice in the Gladneſs of 
thy Nation—that I may glory with thine In- 
 heritance. So likewiſe Paus: GoD, who 
comforteth theſe that are caſt down, comforted 
us by the coming of Trrus, and not by his 
coming only, but by the Conſolation wherewith 
be was comforted in yeu, (that is the Cor- 
inthians,) when he told us, your earneft De- 
fire, your Mourning, your fervent Mind to- 
ward me, ſo that I rejoiced the more. 

Our Pilgrims are come to the DELEc- 
TABLE MouNTains, called alſo ImManvueL's 
Land, The Deſcription of them, as con- 
ſiſting of Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, 
and Fountains of Water, Shepherds and 
Flocks; all agree with the prophetic 
Hieroglyphics which deſcribe the Spread 

of the Goſpel, and the Settlement of 
Churches under the Bleſſing of the Moſt 
High. They are called Mountains, be- 
cauſe ſuch Eminenees afford a more ex- 

tenſive 


- . 
2 — nt 
3 — © * A ww n — 2 2 * 4 YT Fa N 22 n : 4 
Ml ATP OO Co SITS nan mg, gets © HD. 
8 wn, TY -2- as * 
2 a 


5 ; 5 
2 . — 
A . 
3. - =” 


2 
* — — * 
> ä — Le 


238 1 


tenſiye Proſpect than lowly Plains: So - 


Church Privileges and Goſpel Ordinances, 
leadto more numerous and extenſive Views 
of divine Things, than ſolitary Religion. 
Such a bleſſed State of Things is thus 
deſcribed by the Prophet. They foall feed 


MI; in the Ways, and their Paſture ſhall be in all 
; "op | high Places. T, bey ſhall not hunger nor thirſt, 
= neither ſball the Heat nor Sun ſmite them, for 
Ve that hath Mercy on them ſhall lead them, 


even by the Springs of Water ſhall he guide 
them, and Iwill make all my Mountains a 
Way, and my Highways ſhall be exalted. 
When, my SynTYCHne, I look through 
the Metropolis, and compare its preſent 
State, as to viſible Religion, with what it 
was when I was a Youth; I cannot but 
conclude, that a Portion of the Bleſſing pro- 
pheſied above, is beſtowed upon the pre- 
ſent Day. What a Number of Temples, 
ſacred to Ixsus and his Goſpel, have been 
opened? what large Congregations croud 
their Walls, and what burning and ſhin- 
ing Lights have appeared in their Pulpits? 
nor is there the leaſt Appearance of de- 


1 | clining Zeal, or Departure of the external 


Glory. Gon grant that the Spirit and 
Power of Religion may keep Pace with its 
onrward Progreſs, = I re-. 


* 
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1 ebener the Time, when parochial: 
Pulpits were almoſt univerfally ſhut againſt 
evangelical Preaching, and when it was 
only to be found among the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; with whom alſo it was become 
an almoſt dry and inſipid Form of Ortho- ai 
doxy. One deſpicably mean and boarde 
Shed, called the Tabernacle, the moſt per- 
fect Contraſt of that in the Wilderneſs that 
can poſſibly be imagined; was the only 
Place where the Light of Truth, and the 
Fire of Zeal ſeemed to be conſpicuouſly. We 
united. I ſay nothing of its neighbour. 
Place, where TonaTrvs perverted the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel with his Sophiſtry. 

In this Shed, Evor14as and his Aſſociates 
held forth the Torch of Truth. The Word- 
ran, and was glorified, and neighbouring 
Churches caught the Flame. Euonlas nm 
reared round the deſpicable Shed, the de- 1 
cent Walls of that Building which now- a 
ſupplies its Place. Encouraged by the 
Smile of Heaven on this Work, Evonias Mi 
reared another Temple at the Weſt Ex- i 
tremity of the Town: and . Thouſands Rn 
Flocked to hear the Word. His Zeal gave 
the Example to others, AmPLias in tge 

South, and SELINA in the North and other 


Farts of this widely extended Habitation of 
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Ma followed: his Steps, and the Seal of 
Gov. appears upon their Endeavours to 
| ſpread his Goſpel : Mulcitudes, apparently 
| and thirſtiog, flock to hear the 


Word. ; 
Forgive me, F riend, this little 1 A 


Subject, but we will now return. On theſe 
F DeLECTABLE MOUNTAINS were Shepherds 
feeding their Flocks, and ſtanding by the 
Highway-Side to receive all who came. 
They told the PiLRIUS that the Flocks 
were IMMANUEL's, and that he laid down 
his Life for them: and that the Loap of 
theſe MounTains had given thema Charge 


2 not to be forgetful to entertain Strangers. 


| Mey the Miniſters of Jesus never forget, 
how dear their Flocks are to him; and 
how grand the Motives by which he urges 
them to Watchfulneſs and tender Care. 
Feed the Church of Gop, which he hath pur- 
1 with his own Blood: feed the Flock of 
Go which- is among you, taking the Over- 
| / gbt thereof, not by Conſtraint, but willingly; ; 
not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind : nei- 
ther as being Lords over Gop's Heritage, but 
being Enſamples to the Flock : and when the 


bie Shepherd ſball appear, ye ſhall receive a 
= Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 


The 


[238 ] 
The Shepherds Names were KNowL#Dor, 
Experience, Warenrur, and SINCERE : 
denoting the Properties indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary in the Miniſter of CHRIST. An 1g- 
norant Miniſter is a moſt contemptible 
Creature, an inexperienced one, good for 


nothing, a careleſs One 1s a Murderer, and bi N 


he who is not ſincere, is a Knave. Yet ſuch 
there are, and there are Fools who are filly 
enough to encourage them. 

A Miniſter ſhould have Knowledge:—I 
do not mean of Sciences, or Languages; 
if he knows them, they may be uſeful 
and ornamental, but they are not neceſſary 
to conſtitute a Miniſter of that Goſpel 
which is calculated for the Poor and Un- 
learned. It is expedient, for Decency Sake, 
that he ſhould © be able to ſpeak with 
tolerable Propriety the Language in which 
he miniſters : provided this be above Con- 
tempt, the more plain and ſimple it is, the. 
more likely to be uſeful. 

The Knowledge neceſſary for a Miniſter, 
is a Knowledge of the Bible: of the Sum 


and - Subſtance of that ſacred Book: Its 


Doctrines, -with their Dependencies and 
Connections: its Promiſes, Threatnings, 
Warnings and Exhortations, with their 
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| proper Application. He muſt ſtudy io foto 
biaſelf approved to Gon, a Workman that 
ved not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
= of 7ruh. 

i Not only muſt the Underſtanding be 
| F Wcultivated with Bible Knowledge ; bur his 
be: Heart muſt be intereſted in the Truths: 
oe muſt know them to be true, from hav- 
1 Ing felt their Power: his Head and Heart 
To Y uſt be in uniſon: or elſe, if he does not 
2 * under in Doctrine, he will in Applica- 


1 ond have comforted, and comfort thoſe 
0 * that ſhould be wounded. If he is a Stran- 


7 the burdened and broken in Spirit hb 
= Tempted and Affficted, come to him in 
their Trouble; he can feel no Tenderneſs 
35 1 for them, becauſe he has no Sympathy 
with them; and when proud and ignorant 
| Boaſters talk of Things to which they are 
| Strangers, he will not know how to detect 
—_= them. The Man of Gop ſhould be able 
do ſay with the Apoſtle, That which we have - 

| ſeen with our Eyes beard with our Ears 
and our Hands have handled of the Word of © 
Ie, declare we unto you. For the Life was 
Ws: manife heed, and we have ſeen it. . 


AX TRY 4. 
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He muſt be watchful—he muſt take heed 
to himſelf—to his Temper—to his Con- 
duct— to his Miniſtry, that he fulfil it: ex- 
hibiting himſelf an Example of the Faith, 
and a Copy of that Holineſs he preſſes up- 


on others. He muſt watch over the Flock, 


to warn the Unruly, to comfort the Feeble- 0 9 


minded, to ſupport the Weak : to admoniſh, re- 


prove, inſiruct, and exbort, with all 1 ong- i 
Suffering and Doctrine. He muſt bind up that Wl 


which is broken, and ſeek that which is ſtrayed, 


and take Heed, leſt there be a Root of Bitter- Wi 


neſs ſpringing up, whereby many may be defiled, 


If any profane Perſons, whoſe ungodly Ex- Y Fe 
ample may contaminate others: in ſhort, he A 15 
muſt watch to be free from the Bloodof all Men. 

He muſt be ſincere, which implies that A Ir 


he muſt be faithful and earneſt, avoiding 
all trimming, Time ſerving, and Men 
pleaſing ; all Cowardice and Slothfulneſs ; 
uot walking in Craftineſs, nor handling - the 
Mord of God deceitfully, but by Manife Nation 


/ the Truth commend himſelf o every Ma an's 


Conſcience in the Sight of Gop. 
Such a Miniſter all the . and 


Academies in the World cannot produce, 


as a Creature of their forming: only he 


who aſcended * on ien, and received 
| __ Gifts 
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Gifts for Men, can beſtow the furniture: 
L Wand miniſter the conſtant Supplies of Grace 
90 neceſſary to conſtitute ſuch a Character. 
0 uch are the Men to whom Jesus ſays, Feed 
MW 5 y Sheep, feed my Lambs, and lo, I am with 
'q7 always, even to the End of the World.” 
7 0 | Let us now, SYNTYCHE, walk abroad 
io the Shepherds and the Pilgrims: you 
62 ; 2 Fe, [ think, fond of a Morning Walk, as 
eing conducive to Health: this little Ex- 
al 1 turſion I promiſe myſelf, may be profit- 
ple to the Health of our Souls. Let us 
end the Mountain of ExROR. Good 
oD ! what a horrid Precipice, and what 
Numbers daſhed to pieces at the Bottom! 
ot why muſt Error be called a Mountain? 
eauſe it lifts Men up in their own Con- 
i, 5 Peits, and makes them 2v1i/e above that which 
11 rerillen: when they are become vain in 
1 Veir Imaginalions, their Heads grow giddy, 
1 and they fall from the Heights to which 
Ney have climbed. Opinions, ſay ſome, 
are harmleſs, and to make a Noiſe about 
1 them, ſavours of Bigotry and narrownels 
or Soul; I fay fo too of ſome Opinions, 
1 but while I read of Hereſies and damnable 
8 ens. I muſt diſtinguiſh between Opi- 
145 nion and Opinion; that is, between Opi- 
9 L = nions 


om 3 5 
nions which are without pernicious Ten- 
dency, and thoſe which draw bad Conſe- 
quences after them. 

Our Saviour told his 8 there 
would be ſome, who would think the mur- 
dering of them, a meritorious Service in 


the Sight of Gop; this was their Opinion, 


but it was a damnable Error, becauſe it 
led to Perſecution and Murder. The 
Shepherds inſtance the Doctrine of Hy- 
MEN TUS and PHILETUS, who faid, the Neſur- 
reftion Twas paſt already. What Inferences 
they drew from this Poſition, we are not 
informed, but we are told, their WV/ords-did 
cat like a Canker, did increaſe Ungodlineſs, and 
over throw the Faith of ſome: that HyMENEusS 
and ALEXANDER did blaſpheme, had made 
Shipwrect of Faith and of a good Conſcience, 
and were delivered to Satan, 

When fine ſpun Speculations, and curi- 
dus Reaſonings, lead Men off from the 
plain and ſimple Truth of the Goſpel, they 
are wiſer in their own Conceits,than ſeven Men 
re bo can render a Reaſon, and plunge head- 
long into any Conſequences, however ab- 
ſurd or wicked, rather than retract the 
darling Notion they have adopted, as the 
Offspring of their own _ I have 


no 
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no Incllnation to point out to you the 
1 . of the preſent Day: try' the Spirits 
W cohetber they be of GoD. Matters of Righte- 


| 1 


. q __ and OR are Let and obvicws'1 to 


| 79 5 Por 6055 W is an r Wks Heritics are 
6. 3 not only /ubverted by their Errors, but are 
Condemned of or in 1 e that is, in their 


Conſciences. 
Let us now aſcend Mount dire and 


eden late the Blind, wandering among 

the Tombs. Theſe, we are told, were 

* Profeſſors, who held on in the Ways of the 
1 4 Los, till Affliction and Trouble made them 

Fi ja 1 weary ; and then they tranſgreſſed for the 

= Sake of Eaſe to the Fleſh. Tranſgfeſſion! 

IM l how awful its Conſequences ! it involves in 

new | Guilt: this ſhuts up in Deſpair: which 
BE blinds the Eyes of the Mind to the free 
Fee: of a forgiving Gop to poor Back 
fliders, and hardens the Heart to Deſpe- 

ration in Sin. The Beginning of Tranſ- 

greſſion is known, but ww Knows the End 

of it? | 7 | 
Let us be cautious, my Friend, let us 
ſtand i in Awe and ſin not; let us take heed 


Ea 
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of aa. with a Deſign of returning: 
a Deception the moſt dangerous of anꝝ to 
zus: and a Tranſgreſſion more inſulting to 
Gov, than the open Rebellion of the Wick- 
ed. That there is Mercy for repentant 
Sinners, is the Glory of che Goſpel; but 
how do we know, when we go over the 
Stile of Tranſgreſſion, that we ſhall find 
the Stile of Repentance at the other End 
of the Pat? 

CnkISTIAN and ee looked upon 
each other with Tears in their Eyes, but 
ſaid nothing to the Shepherds. The Ex- 
hortation, confeſs your Faults one to another; 
is to be underſtood with limitation. If we 
have grieved any by our Tranſgrefſ on; 
confeſſion of our Sin, and profeſſion of 
Repentance, may comfort them, and re- 


move their Prejudices againſt us. To con- 


feſs our Sin to an intimate Companion in 
the Goſpel, in relating our Experience, as 
CHRISTIAN did to FAITHFUL; may be 
uſeful, at leaſt not dangerous: but ſuch is 
the Frailty of the human Mind, that it 
might be very injurious to us, to tell, even 
to the Shepherds, all the Things that hum- 
ble us, and make us weep before our Gov. 
But to proceed. Our Pilgrims are 
ſhewn a By-way to Hell; in contradiſtinc- | 

| tion 


| 0 3 
tion to the Broad Way which" leadetb 170 De. 
2 hien, and tobere the many walk. c It is, 93 7 
0 I fear, the Deluſion of ſome to run Riot „ 

6 Þ on the Doctrine of the final Perſeverance 42 
ot the Saints: and without underſtanding . Þ Þþ 
| 1 85 4 it; abuſe it to the Danger of their Perdi- ii 
non. Even Preachers do not always ee © © i 
SE preſs themſelves with Scripture Propriety 4 

and Caution on this Subject; ſo as to guard 

Eo! the Doctrine from Abuſe, and to ſecure it 4 

as a Source of Conſolation to the Believer, _ 2 
= who pres on towards the Mark of the Prize 
%%, high Calling: of Gop in Currsr Jesvs, _—_ 
TY | The Doctrine is frequently expreſſed. in = 
Scripture with an Ig. and when the is _—_— 
not expreſſed, it is always implied; 1f ye - 
bald ſaſ.—if ye do theſe: Things ye Hall never 7 
Fo 12 be that auercometh— be ibat endureth-to 
e End- and many more Declarations = 

the ſame kind. 

S dall I be told, that there are ae 
+ 2 Declarations: of the Perſeverance of the 
WF Saints-to eternal Life? I aſk an Explana- 

tion of the Phraſe: for it is one of thoſe 
Terms that needs to be accurately. defined, 

being ſubject to abuſe, if not properly un- 
derſtood. Let us attend to a few of- theſe 

1 abſolute Declarations, and try their logical | 1 


* 
 #% 
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Weicht A Few will ſuffice. sus ſays 
of his Sheep, I give unto them eternal Life, 
they Hall never - Periſh— neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my Hand. But mark, Syy- 
TYCHE, the Connection: M Sheep. bear 
m Voice, and: they fallow me. Again, be 
are kept ty.the Power of God, through\Faith, 

unto Salvation a regard the Connection: 
Begotten again unto. a lively Hape, and kept 
THROUGH: Firn. Abo foall ſeparate us 


from the Love of CnRIiST ? Hall Tribulation, 


or. Diſtreſs, or Perſecution; or amine, or Na- 
Leducſt, or Sword] For I am perſuaded, that 
neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things ta come, nor - Height, nor Depth, 
nor any other, Creature, bali be able-to;ſepa- 
ratefrom the Love 8 e 
Ixsus our Loxn. gr ER. 
Of whom is all this ſaid? of thoſe of | 
whom the whole Chapter fpeaks, whoſe 


Eharacteriſtic: is, that they Walt not after 
the Fleſh, but 'ufter the Spirit: - who mortify 
| he Deeds of the: Budy,: that they may live. 


Theſe Declarations, abſolure, as they ate 
—_— do imply, though not expreſs an 
I fear, therefore, thar the Confidence 


20 Hopes which is founded on the Doc- 
trine 


* r 1 {42 - "4.4 =- — . „ 5 
1 "% l 8 8 £ — Er 7 PF Rs, 
PPP ; =" 2 r S N 
ne CO NS MAIS. n . 4 L r 
a c - 
* = e 2 "=; do —_— kd Is 2. — dF __ 
AR So Tee 2 Rs... $i Bal, > Px l W "4 
+. . * 1 . e E 3 * 1 IE" * 88 4 \ 
9 r ES 4; oO „„ „ LE . rr 
2 ot t 2 2 a 2 
4% * S 2 p - 
C * Ks" — BEA 
* 193 1 


"py 255 : 1 1 
Les 8 A 
1 7 dS * _ 


/ ; 3 f 
5 — 


I 247 J 


vine of final Perſeverance, may prove an 
1 awful Deluſion, if the Conſcience, and Ex- 


10 perience does not run parallel with the 


F bture 1f. 
It has been laid of Oliver Cromwel, he 


| 00 ins, if it was poſſible: for one who was 
re in Curisr, to periſh ? being anſwered 
the Negative, and told, that « Once in 
WC nrs7, always in CarrsT;” he replied, 

hen I am ſafe, I am ſure I was once in 
[ChrisT.” However true the Doctrine of 


the Chaplain, it does not follow, that the 
aference of the Protector was truth alſo. 
do not mean to judge his eternal State, but 
think his Reaſoning unſound and unſafe. 

To look back to paſt Experience, as a 
Means of encouraging Faith and Hope in 
nt. Wollowing Gop, and as an Incitement to 


$125 


| . 7 love and cleave to him, is right and uſe- 
ful; but this is very different from a Per- 


con's looking back to paſt Experience, to 


comfort and ſupport a rotten Hope, to 
Ws which preſent Conſciouſneſs gives the Lier 


1 Myſelf knew a Profeſſor, the Stain and 
I blot of Religion, whoſe Hope reſted on a 
WF. Work of Grace, or Manifeſtation of Go, 
experienced about twenty Years before : 
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he inferred from this, that he could never 
Er. but muſt get ſafe to Glory at laſt. 
I wiſh, my Srxrychx, that you may al- 
ways believe with unſhaken Faith, the 
Faithfulneſs of Gop, and the Perſeverance 
of the Saints, while your Conſcience bears 
you Witneſs in the HoLy Guosr, that you 
walk humbly with your Gop : you will de- 
rive ſtrong Conſolation from it: you will 
look forward, without ſlavith Fear, and hope 
10 the End; but hope not for Glory upon 
Account of what you once was, leſt it prove 
a Deluſion, and the Event ſhew you was 
much miſtaken... Esav, I doubt nor, 
thought himſelf ſafe once: and Jupas, | 
 ANanTas, SAPPHIRA and ALEXANDER, once 
believed themſelves in ChRIsT: you know 
their End: learn then of the PiLGrIMs 
and the SHEPHERDS, ** to cry to the ſtrong 
for Strength, and uſe it when you have it. 
To go a Bye-Way to Hell, is to reap Deu 
nation with double Shame. 8 
Me read of ſome falling away who”! were 
once enlightened, who taſted the good Word of 
God, were made Partakers of the Hol v 
voy and felt the Power of the World to 
. It is hard to ſay, how far a Perſon 
may go: how long he may carry on a Pro- 
55 LE | feſſion, 


-_ 


E 


| ſeſſion, and yet fall away : let- it excite us 
70 Humility, Diligence, and Circumſpec- 
ion, ever e e to N to keep us from 
lung. 

wy How difficult it is to 92 e with- 
it imbibing too much Fear? The Sight 

1 5 bf the Door on the Side of the Hill, made 
Whe PrIokIu's Hands ſhake, and prevented 
ſteady Look through the Perſpective 
laſs. The Fear of falling ſhort at laſt, may 
eſſen our rejoicing in Hope of the Glory 

Wor Gop ; but it will prevent us from falling. 

The Word is our Perſpective, we bebold, as 

4 Glass, the Glory of the Lory's Strength, 

_ of Faith, or Prevalence of Fear, will cauſe 
our Views to be more or leſs clear and diſ- 
Mp | int. The one ſupports our Hope, the 
ther guards us from Preſumption. Happy 

She who derives Advantage from both! 
I cloſe this Letter, with remarking the 

- precious Advantages of enjoying the Mi- 

viary of the Goſpel, and having faithful 
SE Shepherds to watch over our Souls. The Di- 

rcctions of faithful Miniſters, are highly uſe- 
ul to keep us in the Path of Duty : they are 
le a Note of the Way to a Traveller. 
Their Warnings and Cautions, if properly 
RE atcended to, will fave us from much Trou 
4 i 


— * ” MY 
2 AY 9 
PRs. <7 . — vs Tg W 
4 3 9 ER * DEN! _ => 
AIRY \ 3 88 
* — a 
5 NOS na 2 
= VS 
3" 3s. 


? TAS 8 aa 
Ao 8 IE r 
IX ih, „FÄ ˙Aͤ ET 
hs r 8 
4 1 


. p 5 „ W < 
E by 
ESR WF 8 : 
e 
4 W N * FI - 


6 * 


| bleand pen Our Pri.GrIMs ſmarfed 
| for forgetting to beware of the FLAT TER ER; 
=W but they reaped the Benefit of remembering 
= to keep awake on the ExcHANTED GROUND. 
HY . Laſtly, the Prayers, and good Wiſhes of 
5 our Paſtors, deſerve our Gratitude, and a 
Return in kind: let us pray for them, wiſh 
= their Proſperity and Succeſs, and take 

Pleaſure in ſtrengthening their Hands and 
1 their Hearts: May the Chrꝑr SHEPHERD 
3 make them a continued Bleſſ ing to thee, 
—_. - andto {5.1 -:: © 4 STOER 20 
| . | Andes 
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1 YONCEIT, when it is the Foundation 
of any Character, is always ridicu- 
. | Jous.; ſometimes dangerous; and in Re- 
1 ligion, ſuperlatively- ſo. Were it not that 
; the Ignorance and Preſumption of the Con- 
| Xeited, lead them imo Premunires, they 
=} Vould be the happieſt of Perſons; becauſe 
the conſtant. good Opinion they have of 
| . themfelves, and of the Wiſdom of their 
p own. Conduct, always ſaves them from Self- 
. Reproach. 


„ 
Reproach. They are Strangers to the pain- 
ful Feelings which ariſe from Diffidence: 


Fo and backward, without Regret, 


Þ 3 eitedneſs be one of thoſe. Conſequences 
of the Fall, which ariſe from bodily Tem- 
Wperature ; as to be ſprightly or dull, haſty 
1 or gentle, actiye or indolent; or whether 
it be an acquired Habit of the Mind, ariſ- 
ing from a bad Education, and the Flattery 
of ſurrounding Fools. Mr. Buxvax, by 
his mentioning the CounTRY or CONCEILT, 
ſeems to conſider it as a natural Diſpoſi- 
tion; and with him, I think, we muſt 
agree, that it is a Diſpoſition calculated to 
eſtabliſh the ſtrongeſt Deluſions of Ignor- 
ance and Self-Righteouſneſs. 


very briſk Lad: becauſe conceited Pro- 
feſſors are very pert, forward, and poſitive. 
The Dialogue agrees with this Deſcription, 
and through the Whole of it, we ſee the 
Blindneſs of the carnal Mind to the Evil 
of Sin, the Extent, and Spirituality of the 
Law, the Miſery and Helpleſſneſs of the 
Sinner, the Glory and Perfectionof CHRIST'S 


L 6 e tification. 


"os they look forward with the boldeſt Hope, | 
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I do not know, SYNTYCHE, whether Con- | 


Our Author deſcribes IonoRaNnce as _ 


Righteouſneſs, 201 the Neceſſity of it to Juſ- 
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tification. TonorANct was. comforted with 


* 5 1 


the Conceit of having a Heart, full 


of good Motions; and a good Life full of 
Juſt and good Actions : no bitter complain- 


ing of corrupt Nature; no Doubts and 


Fears of falling ſhort at laſt; but à vain 


Confidence, which ſupported him through 


Death, and accompanied him even to the 
Gate of Heaven. He reſolutely refuſes ro 


admit a Suſpicion of his State, till the 


Flames of Hell ſcatter his Delufion. - 
We ſee, in this Character, a compleat 4 


Delineation of all that Religion which has 


not CarrsT for its Foundation : the vari- 


ous Subterfuges of a ſelf- righteous and 
deceived Heart, and the Obſtinacy with 
which it cleaves to its own Way. Our 
Author has been particularly attentive to 
the Drawing of this Character, and intro- 
duces it three Times, that we may ſee and 
contemplate it, in its Progreſs and its End. 

What awful Conſternation will ſeize the 


Souls of ſuch unhappy Ones, when they find 
their Miſtake. We cannot conceive of any 


Thing more dreadful than to paſs through 
Life in the Belief of being happy hereafter ; 


. and to die in Expectation of entering upon | 
** 8 to go: and cry LokB, Lonp, 


open 


"xD 
* P37 > 
E 
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open to us: we have eat and drank in 1 45 Pre- + 
re, and thou haſt taught in our Streets ; and _- 
aſter all this, to be repulſed with, I never 
hee you, depart from me. To meet with 
Hell when Heaven was expected, muſt make 
nen double torment. Alas, SyNTYCHE, 
= what Numbers are there under this Delu- > 3 
= ſon! Loxo, deliver us from If gnorance 18 
and Self-Conceit! 8 
As our Author has been full in delineat- 
ing this Character, ſo he has been very 5 
plain; and uſed little or nothing of Meta- | 
= phor: we will, therefore, diſmiſs Ionor- 
ANCE, at leaſt for the preſent, and attend 
to. another Character, but tending to the. 
ſame awful End, namely the Door in the Side 
of the Hill: this was an awful Sight, and 


made our PI GRIMSs tremble; it was a Man 33 
bound with ſeven ſtrong Cords, and lt 
away by ſeven Devils. I bw 


He alſo was One who ſet out for the 
Kingdom of Gop, and had proceeded a 
great Way: not like Ic6norancs, on the 
Foundation of Pride, arid Self-Righteouſ- 
neſs ; but on the Plan of the Goſpel : 
had walked i in the right Way of the Loxp; 
and proved, at laſt, «© a wanton Profeſſor, 
and gs ens A a Perhaps it * 


E 
be profitable, Sy NTV CHI, if we look over 
the Progreſs of ſuch a Profeſſor- 
- "© Be Beginning is often ſuch as pro- 
miſes great Things in the Chriſtian Life : 
deep Conviction of Sin, and holy Mourn- 
ing for it: warm Zeal, and even preciſe 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience : much apparent 
Love to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
Growth in the Knowledge of them, attend- 
ed with Gifts of Utterance. From ſuch 
fair Beginnings, who could expect ſo foul 
an End, as to be poſſeſſed of ſeven Devils? 
Yet ſo it has happened, more than once, 
in the Knowledge of thy Friend. 
Do you aſk where the Deviation from 
the right Way begins? T:anſwer, in Pride 
and Preſumption : ſo lovely and promiſing 
an Appearance attracts Reſpect and Eſteem, 
which begets Pride: a tolerable good Opi- 
nion of themſelves, ſupported by the Eſ- 
teem of others, leads on to carnal Security 
and Preſumption : a light and trifling Spi- 
rit takes Place, and Tenderneſs of Conſci- 
ence dies away. Unguarded, and expoſed 
to Temptation; the Enemy. of Souls al- 
lures them to a wanton Behaviour and Con- 
duct, and that, often too, under the Notion 
of Liberty, and Freedom from LEGALITY. 
: Irsus 
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J asus ſays, When the unclean Spirit is 
gone out of a Man, he walketh up and down 
lng Reſt, and finaeth none; and be ſaith, 
95 = / will return to my Houſe from whence 1 
; th and when he retu rueth, he findeth it 
empty, ſwept, and garniſhed : then goeth be 
and laketh to himſelf, ſeven other Spirits more 
2 5 vicked than himſelf, and they enter in and 
dwell there, and the laſt End of that Man 
1 is worſe than the Beginning. 
Solomon ſays, His own Tniquities ſhall 
rale the Wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be bolden 
ub the Cords of his Sins. The ſecond 
1 0 Poſſeſſion of Sin and Satan is more vio- 
W lent and ſtrong than the firſt. Such un- 
happy Ones become ſeven-fold more the 
EZ Slaves of Corruption, than they were be- 
fore they aſſumed a Profeſſion of Religion, 
and their Apoſtacy is generally marked 
with indelible Reproach, 

The Condemnation of fuch is terrible 
indeed: for if after they have eſcaped the 
Pollutions of the World, through the Kno- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
CarisT, they are again entangled therein, 
= and overcome; the latter End is worſe with 
= zhem than the Beginning: for it had been 
better for them not to have known the Way 
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"pf Righteouſneſs, than after thty have known 
it, to turn from the holy C ommandment deli- 
vered unto them. 

I know not, my Friend, in all the World, 

a Sight ſo ſhocking and Heart-wounding, 
as to ſee a Profeſſor, once lovely and uſe- 
ful in the Ways of Gon, debaſed by Satan, 
and led captive by him at his Mill: a Slave to 
Luſts and Corruptions, which would have 
ſhocked him in his firſt carnal State : ſuch 

a Sight is truly awful, and if we have been 
in Habits of religious Intimacy with them, 

it is peculiarly diſtreſſing : This Turn- 
AWAY, at Sight of the P:LGRrIMs, held 

; down his Head like a Thief that is found: 
for thoſe wretched Apoſtates, know not how 
to bear the Preſence of thoſe, who are what 
they once thought themſelves to be. How 
then will they be able to face him whom 
they have crucified afreſh, and put to open 


Shame. Z 
Let ſuch awful Example teach us to be 


feber, to be vigilant, becauſe our Adverſary the 
Devil, goeth about as a roaring Lion , ſeeking | 
whom he may devour. May he who is able 
to keep us ſrom falling, preſent us faultleſs be- 

fore the ta EM bis Glos * with exceed- 


ing 8 Je oy 1 
This 
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This Occurrence of the Man poſſeſſec 


= by ſeven Devils, was in a very dark Lane, 
3 . by which ſeems to be meant ſome Time or 


: HI ; WScaſon favourable to the abounding of Ini- 
8 0 quity, and unfavourable to Godlineſs. The 


Sight the Pi.cxims had ſeen, called to 
1 CugfsriAx's Remembrance, a Story he 
= ad heard of a PILGRIM, who in that Place 
Las robbed. Times of abounding Iniquity 
A fare perilous to Saints as well as others. | 
Io be ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory to 
WF Gov, is a Bleſſing all the Seed of Abraham 
F | ſhould ſeek, and cry with the Diſciples, 
Lonp iacreaſe our Faith. If Faith be weak, 
and we ſagger at the Promiſes through Un- 
belief; it is much if we do not diſhonour 
God, and wound our own Souls, in a Time 
of Temptation. To have Faith, though 
but a little of it, is an unſpeakable Mercy, 
= becauſe that little Faith has the Promiſe of 
cternal Life: but then, it is not likely to 
= abound either in Comforts or Victories, in 
the Way to Heaven. We ought to love 
and value ſincere Souls, though their Faith 
be weak: but let us be emulous of follow- 
ing brighter Examples; who through Faith, 
wrought Righteouſneſs and obtained Promiſes. 
Believers ſhould beware of a drouſy, in- 
dolent ſtate of Mind: eſpecially when, 
and 


„ 
and where their Enemies are abroad. ' Let 
us nol ſleep, as dv others, but let us watch and 
be ſober; is an Admonition always ſeaſon- 
able. LigrLe-FarTH-did wrong to ſleep 
at all, but to ſleep at the End of Dxap- 
Man's-Lans, was like ſleeping at the 


Mouth of a Lion's Den, or on the Top of 40 
E 


a Maſt. Time and Place greatly aggra- 
vate Faults, and increaſe Danger. When 
the Lond the Spirit roufes the Heart with 
his Call, Awake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe 
From ibe Dead; and when he ſets the Sin- 
fulneſs of our Sloth before our Conſciences 
then is the Time that Temptations ſet in to 
rob us of our Peace and Comfort. 
Where there is bur little Faith, . Fear 
makes the Heart faint at the Sight of Dif- 
ficulty, and miſtruſtful of the Promiſes of 
 Gop and when Fears and Doubts poſſeſs 
the Mind, there is no Peace and Joy in 
believing, but the contrary. The Soul 
may pray, and complain, and cry to Gop 
for its loſt Comforts ; but where there is 
but little Faith, Guilt will preyail fo as to 
beat down Hope, and ſtop the Mouth as to 
Prayer. Davip, who was a Man of Faith, 
. complains, that his Iniquities, that is, the 
Remembrance of them, /o overwhelmed him, 


U 255 1 3 
Va- be waß not able to look up; What then 
Puſt be che Caſe with. nennen 2 
ü this, A Bs: FO 5 

oh c When thouſand Sins of various Dyes, 5 5 

| 1 Corruptions dark and foul, oy 
Daily within iy Boſom riſe, , 

—  — And blacken all my Soul; | 
1 groan, and grieve, and ech, and call 
On Jxbvs, for Relief; 

* But that delay'd, to doubting fall, 

Of all my Sins the Chief,” 


| In a former Letter, I took Notice of the 
i 1 Nature of thoſe wicked, or diſ- 
fling Ideas, which ſeem as if ſhot into 
4 Ine Mind ſuddenly. Ideas, ſo contrary 
9 5 en to ſome Parts of corrupt, as well as 
eenewed Nature, that we ſhudder and are 
errified at them. The Inference was, that 
Ly a . we could not define the Mode bj 
ich Spirits without, could inject, or ſtir 
rep "Thoujhts within us; yet Experience 
e cſtabliſhed the Fact. This Fact eſtabliſh- 
ed, begets another Queſtion: Do Spirits 
= without us, know the real State of Things 
| 1 5 ö within us? I anſwer no: on y as Phyſicians 
know the State of a Patient; that is, by 
Symptoms; in which, however, they are 
Wt . often deceived: ſo may our ſpiritual Ene- 
1 mies. The nen who robbed LITTI E. 
_ | . Faith: 
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Farru, -fled at the Suppoſition that the 
good Man had GREATER GRA and a 
BETTER Conyrvence than he really had. 
It is well for us that our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies cannot come at the. Knowledge of 


all that paſſes within us: did they know Wi 
all, their Opportunities for Miſchief would ne 
be more frequent than they are: It is alſo nl 


a Mercy that they are afraid of Reſiſtance, 
and this ſhould animate us to re/; fe againfi 
Sin, flriving even unto Blood. 10 . rf 
We come now to des: what theſe 
three Thieves, Falxr-HzaRT, MisTRusT, 
and GviLT, took away from LiTTLe-FarTHn, 
and what they could not rob him of. They 
robbed him it ſeems of his SpENDIN O- Mo- 
NE Y: but his JeweLs, and his CERTI en. 


| hey could not take, Sino % 


By his SpENDING- Mork v, it ſeems; our 
Author means thoſe comfortable Frames 


and Feelings, which are ſometimes excited, 


under the Ordinances of the Goſpel, ar in 
private Meditation; and which are what 


the Family of the Lirrus-Fairn's, prin- 
cipally live upon: ſo that when theſe are 
wanting, to uſe good CnRISTIAx's Expreſ- 
ſion, © they go with many a hungry belly :” 
for they believe and hope, as to their State, 
very little more than they feel. Now when 
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, the Senſe. of Guilt i is more than the Power 
of Faith, theſe Comforts cannot ſubſiſt, and 
; . e poor Child of Gop drags on very hea- 
i and uncomfortably. He has Faith 
| ; hy nough to lead him to Heaven, but not 
ough to comfort him in the Way thither, 
| David loſt his Comforts through Guilt * 
E: * being a Man of Faith, he regained 
4 em. I had fainted, ſaid he, unleſs I had 
red io ſee the Goodneſs of the LorD in the 
= and of the Living. Thou who haſt Jhewed 
real and fore Trouble, ſhalt quicken me 
poain, and ſhalt bring me up from the Depths 
4 the Earth: thou ſhalt increaſe my Greatneſs, 
1 i comfort me on every Side: my Tongue alſo 
15 Wall talk of tby Rigbleouſugſs all the Day long: 
P Wor they are confounded, for they are * 
5 Ente Shame that ſcek my Hurt. 
Contemplate the Life of a Chriſtian in 
5 Whatever Point of View we may, all Things 
: (conſpire to ſhew the Importance of a ſtrong, 
 ſtcady, lively Faith. It is the Hand, the 
Eye, the active Power of the Soul with re- 
= to CHRIST its Object: it looks to 
him for Help, it lays hold on him for 
| yg it is the Life and Vigour of Hope, 
and the Ardency of Prayer. It will not let 
in go without a Bleſſi ing. It will either pre- 


ſerve 


*. 2 
= 
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ſave” us from falling, or, when we are 
down, it will lay hold on Gon and enable 


us to rife again. 


6c The Faith that unites to the Tad 
And brings ſuch Salvation as this, 
FF, Is more than mere Notion or Name: 
cc The Work of Gop's Spirit i it is: 
5 A Principle active and young, 
That lives under Preſſure and Load: 
« 'That makes out of Weakneſs more Strong, 
6 And lifts the Soul upwards to Gop. 


O for a goodly Meaſure of this. precious 


| Grace! let us pray for it, and uſe the ſame 


Means our Father Abraham did to attain 
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it. Theſe were negative and poſitive; that 9 


is, there were ſome Things which he would l "20 
not conſider as of any Weight at all, when 


a Promiſe of Gop was in queſtion : thele 
were bis own Body as good as dead, for he was 


an hundred Years old: and the deadneſs of Sa- 


rab's Womb, who was ninety. And there 


was one Thing which he conſidered as of 


principal Importance, and of this he was 
fully perſuaded; namely, that Gor wa- 


able to perform what he had promiſed. Thus 
Abraham, againſt all apparent Hope and 
Probability, believed in real and ſteady Hope, 


that he ſhould be 7he Father of many Nations, 
and the Father of a Seed, in whom all the Na- 


lions of the Enrth fhould be bleſſed. I 


„ 1 
I hear you, SynTYCHE, and will weigh 
Pour Objection. It is the Will, and not 
he Power of Go, of which you doubt. 
And why doubt his Willingneſs?do you mean 
1 to compliment his Power, at the Expence 
f his Goodneſs and Sincerity ? ? Are not the 
7 Promiſes all yea and Amen in CHRIST Jesus, 
Wo tbe Glory of Gop by us? Are they not all 
Jof his own Option and Free Grace? Where. 
fore then doubt his Willingneſs? Aye, ſay 
you, but how do I know the Promiſes are 
made to me? I do not doubt but Gop is 
able to do for me in Spirituals and Tem- 
Wporals all I want, but if he has not pro- 
0 miſed 70 me, how can I infer any Thing in 
my Favour from the Will of Gop? Abra- 
bam was called by Name, and could not. be 
4 miſtaken: but I am not named in conjunc- 
6 551 Lion with the Promiſes; nor can I know 
my Intereſt in them, unleſs the Spiklr of 
Coy applies and brings them home to my 
Heart. So, now all is out: the whole AR- 
caxa of Unbelief, and the Diſtemper and 
| Weakneſs of LirTLE-FaiTH : but you ſhall 
wait for my Reply till my next Letter; 
| Mercy and Peace be with thee, and 
ANDRONICUS. 
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LETTER XXII. 


Tur Queſtion between us, Sryrychz, 
is not whether Faith be the Gift. of 
Gop, and whether it be wrought in the Heart 
by the Spirit of Gon; becauſe the Scriptures 


have ſertled this Point with a literal Plain- 


neſs that cannot be diſputed: but whether 
the Promiſes of Gop are Objects of our 
Faith, ſimply conſidered as the Word of God, 


co cannot Lie, or. whether, to- make them 
Objects of Faith, there muſt be a parti- 


cular Application of them by the Hol 


 Gnosr? I aſſert the former, and deny the 


latter of theſe Propoſitions: and ſhall give 


my Reaſons both generally and particularly. 


And firſt, generally; the Words of Pro- 


miſe, are the Words of the Hor v Grosr 


himſelf, and as ſuch are invariable Truth, 


and demand my Faith. They are. con- 


firmed by the Oath of God, that by two in- 
mutable Things, in which it is impoſſible fir 
Gop 10 Lie; all wha have fled for Refuge to 


lay hold on the Hope fel before us, might have 


Atrong Conſolation. The immutable Truth of 
God is then, the Foundation of Faith, and 
the Source of Conſolation. 


But 


t 4 

But Secondly and particularly : The 
g : Las himſelf thus commands. Him that. 
1 5 fraretb the Lox D, and obeyet b the Voice of 
1. Servant; if be walk in Darkneſs and ſee 
102 1 Light, let bim truſt in the Lok p, and ſtay 
Cor lean) 2p bis Gop. That this is not 
42 Truſt of Hazard, or a blind Confidence, 
let us hear the Promiſe itſelf —7 will lead 
be Blind by 4 Way which they know not, 
and in Paths which they have not known 2 
_ / wi] nabe Darkneſs Light before them, and 
crooked Things ftraigbt: this will I do unto 
= :-, and no- forſake them, ſaith the ORD. 

But again, it is not the Office of the 


þ 
= aa the Spik ix to make that to be Truth, 
a 2 by particular Application, which was not 


00 before: he mercifully helps our In- 
* m with Groanings and Deſires which 
Fare more and greater, often, than' the 


ha ve not already an Intereſt by Promiſe 
in the Things groaned after? and that in- 


; | that Promife 2? 

Oy Hie Hall bring to your Remembranceall 7 hings 
= 7wh2t/cever, that I have ſaid to you: So Jesus 
= promiſed, And at Times when we are ver- 
8 wheimed with our Trouble, and enveloped: 
Y M in 


Nesse can utter, But why this, if we 


F aepesdent of 2 Partiel, api — 


1 
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in our own Darkneſs, that gracious Spirit 
brings, juſt as it were in nick of Time, for 
our Relief, a ſuitable Word of Promiſe i into 
our Remembrance. But the Promiſe was 
true, and involved our. Mercies before this 
Recollection. This is indeed an Applica- 
tion of the Promiſe to a Time of Need; 
but does not make it a Whit more true, 
or give us a Right in it which we had not 
before. I have often heard good People 
ſay, „The Loxp gave me ſuch a Promiſe Wn 
at ſuch a Time:“ as if they had no Right 
to that Promiſe before. Would it not be 
more agreeable to the Scriptures, to ſay, 
The Loxrp brought to my Memory ſuch a 
' Promiſe? Clearneſs of Ideas on this Sub- 
ect, contributes much to {| e Eſtab. 
liſhment. F br 
When Tuomas was told of the Reſur. Wil 
rection of the LoRD Jtsus, he would not 
believe without a. particular Application: | 
Except I ſee the Print of the Nails in his 
Hands, and put- my Fingers into the Print of 
the Nails, and thruſt my Hand into bis Side, Wi 
1 vill not believe. Tnomas was gratified: 
nis indulgent Loxp, both in Kindneſs and 28 
Rebuke, ſaid, Reach hither thy Finger, and . 
behold my _ and reach hither tby gs 21 
a 
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2 as thruſt it into my Side; and be not Faithleſs, 
t believing. This was a very particular 
Application indeed; and Thouas cried, 
Lon! and my God! 

l beg my SynTYcar will remark the 
RFA nſwer of Jesus. Tnouas, Secauſe thou 
i, 1 2 ſeen me, thou haſt believed—bleſſed are 
by that have not ſeen,” and yet have beliaved. 
re Inference, my Friend, is plain: this 
oetulance of Two as, in doubting the Ve- 
aacity of the Witneſſes of the Lokp's Re- 
fſurrection, and demanding ſuch a particu- 
lar Manifeſtation of it to himſelf; was diſ- 

bo. pleaſing to Jesus ; and thoſe who believed 
without it, were praiſed and commended 
bove him: how much more may we ſup- 
oſe this to be the Caſe, when Gov, the 
WP romiſer, is called upon for Proof, and 
peremptorily told, that without a particular 
Application of the Promiſe to me, I will 
not believe? 

But Gop, ſay you, called Abb by 
. Name, and he could not be miſtaken; but 
lam not named in Conjunction with Stop 
WF SrxTYcur; Do you know your own Name? 
Every Man who does, will certainly find 

it in Conjunction with ſuch Promiſes, aye, 
and Threatenings too, 2 ghout the Bi- 

=_ M 2 dle, 
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ble, as belong to him; ſo that, if he does 
but know his own Name, he cannot miſtake 
What Gop ſpeaks to him in particular. 
Names, in the Application of Scripture 
Promiſes, or Threatenings, are not perſonal; 
as, Anprew, Peres, TrnoMas, &c. but 
Characteriſtics, as Poor, Needy, Oppreſſed, 
Afflicted, Blind, Naked, Proud or Humble, 
Full, or Hungry and Thirſty, Stout- 
Hearted, or Broken-Hearted, 8c. ſo that 
if a Man's Eyes are open to what he is, 
what his Conſciouſneſs makes him feel 
himſelf to be, he cannot miſtake in tak- 
ing to himſelf, whatever he finds in Scrip. 
ture addreſſed to the Characteriſtic he ſees 
and feels to be his own.—Gop ſpeaks thoſe Mil 
Words to him in particular, and to all who 
are like him, with the ſame Application: 
and if he believes what is ſpoken, his 
5 Hopes and Fears, will be reſponſive to the "188 
Word, and he will never ſhut-up his Bible, 
_ complaining he can find nothing there 
for him. 
That ABRAHA Mu, and many others were 3907 
addreſſed by Gob, under their perſonal WW 
Names, is true: but then, it was about 
Matters and Things to which they were 9 ; 
called perſonally, to the Excluſion of 88 


, 4 
by —— 
* %'F — y \ * 
A n 2 7% 7 
1 . 4 : 
11 
4 


"1 
= ES... 1 98 
4 * * er Perſons: Things in which they 
& Hated as the peculiar Miniſters of Gop, to 


Ido his Work and accompliſh his Purpoſes. 


1 But Threatenings to. warn, and Promiſes to 
; 


. 6 Fomton. are deſigned for the Uſe of innu- 
; by erable Multitudes, in an infinite variety 


; £6 b 


Hf of Characters, Situations, and Circum- 


e, ® wh ances ; they do therefore as infallibly ap- 
* Py to theſe Characteriſtics, and to the Per- 
It ho bear th he Promiſes made 
bons who bcar them, as the Promiſes ma 
1 1 to ABRAHAM, Moss, Joshua, or JEPH=- 


'THAH, did to che Perſons 'bearlvig thoſe 
Names. 

1 think, Synrycwr, I have performed 
y Promiſe ; and ſhewn that there is no 


ſe more Reaſon to doubt the Will of Gop to 
0 gao us good, than there is to doubt his 
_— Power: and that we have juſt the ſame 


1 Reaſon to believe the one as the other with 
Reference to ourſelves. Our Buſineſs is 
Y 4 to mark the Suitableneſs there is between 
che Words ſpoken, and our Circumſtances, 
and to remember, that the Speaker is Goo, 
_ -: faiihful Go, who keepeth Covenant and 
= Mercy for ever. We will now, if you pleaſe, 
return to Lirrie-Farrh 
= We were conſidering what Fans, | 
= Hzazxr, MrsrRusr and Gui LT took away 
| M3 from 


„ % 
from bim, and what they could not de- 
prive him of. He loſt his Comforts, 
which he uſed to live upon, and having 
but little Faith, went poor and ſorrowful 
all his Days. It is a ſad Thing for thoſe 
who have more than a. little Faith, to loſe 
their Comforts; which they aſſuredly will 
if they tranſgreſs: they had beſt therefore 
watch and be ſober ; for though they may 
not much fear two of theſe Thieves, FainT- We 
_ Hzaxr, and MisrRusr, they may find 
GuiLT too hard for them. | +8 
Some Things, it ſeems, Lerres-Farem 4 
could not be deprived of, not owing to 
any Cunning of his, but to the Care of his 
Maſter : theſe were, his Jsweis and his 
_ CeRTIFICATE. Bleſſed be Gop, that there 
are /ome Things a Believer ſhall not loſe, 
but which are ſecured to him by an un- 
changeable mn and that in * of 
Hell. "- 
 Jew=rs, my dear SYNTYCHE, are very 
valuable Things: they are more ſo than 
Money; becauſe a Few of them will coſt a 
great deal of Money to purchaſe. They 
have an intrinſic Value, becauſe they are 
fearce and rare. The Diamond, the Topaz, 
- Ca and the Jacinch, are not like 1 
the 


: CE. - 
ne Stones of the Brook, or the Pebbles of 
0 he Highway: they are difficult to find, 
1 1 ind Men labour hard, and dig deep into 
1 he Bowels of the Earth, to obtain a very 
6 pew of them. 
10 valuable in themſelves, 5 become 
9 
5 Ur dre ſo; by means of the beautiful Poliſh, 
N. 2 0 the curious Settings they receive from 
e Hand of the Workman, by which they 
decome the Ornament and Pride even of 
N oaly itſelf. Becauſe, of the Scarcity and 
4 cellence of Jewels, and the Value put 
pon them on that Account; the Loxp ſays 
1 i af thoſe that fear him, and think on his 
Name; tbey ſpall be mine in the, Day when 1 


. The RADICAL GRACES, of the SPIRIT, 
bich arc his own Workmanſhip in the 


which conſtitute their true Riches: ag 
1 4 ; own by them here, they indicate the high 
irth and Royalty of the Wearer: but the 
Cds Faſtre and Beauty of them, is much tar- 
| a niſhed by the Duſt and Filth of Sin con- 
WE tracted in this Pilgrimage. When the 
children of the King ſhall appear in full 
25 E Dreſs at their Father's Court; all Duſt and 
Fuch fall be : viged. from their J=wzLs, 
+ | M4 and 
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and they fhalt roma all cheir Beadey and 
. 2 


Faith, Hope, Low: Humility; Meck- 


neſs, Patience, Longſuffering, Compaſ- 
ſion, and Mercy, are gracious Diſpoſitions 
wrought in the Heart by the -HoLy 


Snosr: they tire the Believer's Jewzls, 
and it is his Duty to Wipe and keep them 
clean, that their Beauty and Luſtre may be 


apparent: as they conſtitute the heavenly 
Character, they are called Wiſdom, an] 
their Value is thus defined, 

Vi zſdom is better than Rubies, and all the 


Things that may be defired are not to be con- 


pared to it. It cannot be valued with the Gold 
of Ophir, with the precious Onyx, or the Sap- 


pbire. It cannot be gotten for Gold, neither 


ſhall Silver be weighed for the Price thereof: 

the Gold and the Cryſtal, cannot equal it, "and 
the Exchange of it ſhall not be for Jewels of 
fine Gold. No mention ſhall be made of Coral, 
or of- Pearls, for the Price of Wiſdom is above 


Rubies : the Topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not equal 
it, neither ſhall it be valued with pure Gold. 


Now LirTLE-FaiTH loſt not his JeweLs, 


nor his Cenriricar; : what that was. we 


conſidered in a former Letter, when we 
were with CHRISTIAN at the Croſs. Before 


we diſmiſs this Topic, let me recom- 


mend 
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my De k 
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= mend to my Friend, an attentive. Conſi- 
deration of the Diſcourſe between the Pil- 
WT rims, in Conſequence of the Story of 
may ELittts-Farry. It ſtates the Difference 
wg between Grace and Nature, alſo between 
ot great Grace and little Faith: it deſcribes 
ahh che Difficulty and Danger of our Conflicts, 
Io the Duty of Humility, and Diffidence of our 
7 Wy Pon Strength, and the Neceſſity of ſtrong 
A * aith. Over and above all, it teaches the 
importance of that Prayer of Mosss ;. 1f thy 
m—_— Preſence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 
_ As there are true and faithful Shepherds, 
et | who are appointed by the King of Zion to 
conduct his Sheep in the right Way, ſo 
there are coming Men who lie in wait to de- 
ce, and who, taking Advantage of the 
at ſunſuſpecting C redulity of weak or inatten- 
tive Minds, do turn them out of the right 
Way. Par complaining of theſe, calls 
mem, //e Apes, deceitful Workers, Mi- 
* ers of Satan transforming themſelves into 
1 X E Miniſters of CHRIST. They deceive, by 
WW varniſhing their Errors, with an Appear- 
ance or Likeneſs of Truth: or rather, the 
7" | Doctrines they propoſe are ſo artfully ſtated, 
Wh 1 that they. ſeem as productive of Holineſs. 
= Comfort, as thoſe from which they 
9 e 3 would 
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would aller us: they appear indeed to be 
different, but exactly tending to the fame 
End. The Men themſelves alſo, ufually 
affect an Appearance of exceeding Piety, 
a Pretence to great Illumination and Zeal, 
and /peat great ſwelling Words of Vanity. 
It was near the DeLEcTaBrE MouNn- 
TAINs, that CHRISTIAN and Horn, met 
with the Fi AT TE RER. Wherever Gop has 
his Churches, the Devil will have Chapels 
near them. In this Metropolis, my dear 
Friend; where Gop has of late Years been 
raiſing many Temples, where the Doc- 
trines of the Croſs are preached; many 
Synagogues of Satan have been opened, 
to promulgate another Goſpel; which like 
patent Medicines, and Manufactories, is 
puffed off with all the Pompoſity of Lan- 
guage and Pretention. Never was the 
Caution of our Maſter more neceſſary than 
at preſent : Take Heed what and kow ye hear. 


% No Prophet, or Dreamer of Dreams, 
No Maſter of plauſible Speech; 
Jo live like an Angel who ſeems, 
Or like an Apoſtle to preach, _ 
« Should meet with a Moment's Regard, 
«© But rather be boldly withſtood ; 
If any Thing eaſy or hard . 
He teach ſave the Lamb and his Blood. N 


5 1 7, 
un eben i rater Caſe, that, Teachers of 
. falſe Doctrines, are deceived themſelves: 

5 * and in that Caſe, the Blind lead the Blind. 
1 WL hoth fall into the Ditch : but moſt com- 
1 5 Nonly they are „Men black of Fleſh,” 
lt is, Men of corrupt Minds, who ſpeak 
: ; | 1 "=_ Things, to draw aroqy Diſciples after 
1 en, having Mens Perſons in admiration be- 
FW pauſe of Advantage: And ſomerimes they 
make a very pretty Living of their Trade. 
—_— Plauſiblc as many falſe Doctrines ſeem 
70 be, and as pious in their Tendency as the 
7 right Way; they gradually turn away from it 
boa directly contrary Tendency; for euil Men 
OT and Seducers wax worſe and worſe) decerving 
by 4 © 2nd being deceived, and generally terminate, 
by making Shipwreck of Faith and of a gvod 
1 Conscience. 
When a Child of Gov is ſeduced from 
tte right Way, as ChRISs MAN and Horr- 
or were, their Minds become entangled 
and perplexed, and for want of that Unc- 
AT tion: from the holy One, which uſed to 
teach them all Things, they find their Per- 
plexities inextricable. Docirines which 
Cauſe to err from the Commandment, can nei- 
ther give Light nor Comfort to them; and 
OD own Experience at length ſhews them, 
. M 6 3 
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that they are in an evil Caſe ; bur bos to 
get out of it, and return to the right Way, 
is the Difficulty: ns © Fe 
" You knew ARTABANES, a lovely, lively, 
and affectionate Diſciple. Curioſity led 

him to hear Eurhokzus, and being young, 
ardent, and unſuſpecting, he was deceived, 
EuenorBus had the Tongue and Powers of 
an Angel: he ſeemed to burn like a Seraph 
for the Glory of Jesvs—for the Efficaey of 
his Blood to heal the Conſcience and for 
the Perfection of his Righteduſneſs to juſ- 
tify and ſave. But under the Pretence of 
exalting a finiſhed Salvation, he denied 
the ſandtifying Work of the Spirit on the 
Heart, as derogatory: to, and inconſiſtent 
with it. M en 
 ARTABANES ſwallowed the Bait : his ar- 
dent Zeal for the Honour of CuRTSHJEsus MM 
in the Salvation of Sinners, induced him to 
ſwallow it. He forſook the Flock of Evo- Al 
bras, and aſſociated with that of Erno - 
nus: promiſing himſelf abundantly; more 
Peace and Comfort,” and flattering himſelf 
with the Hope of leſs Trouble from Sin 
and Temptation, under the Power of ſuch 
glorious Doctrine. ; 
A little Time ſerved to 8 him the 


End to which the Tenets of Eurhokx;us 
| ted. 
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- 9 lle "OJ in = Difeix ples, ES ff tri- 
"i die nch wanton Spirit: : 2 felt the Ma- 


uch creeping upon himſelf, and began to 
be alarmed: he was per lexed and knew 
1— i | 45 ed Afffinomian Principles with Fondneſs, 
d. be dreaded the Spirit and Practice of them: 


FEA 


1 ; | would ſink into Legality and Bondage. 

15 Tired at laſt with what he ſaw, heard 
. 40 felt, he looked back with Regret to the 
Way from which he had departed. A thou- 
ſand Times did he wiſh himfelf again 


PR and Shame prevented his Return. 

| In this Cafe he lay long, like eint 
_ Tx and his Companion in the Net: he 
became more and more convinced he had 
= forſaken Truth for Error, and called him- 
ſelf a thouſand Fools for ſo doing. To re- 
turn to Sentiments was eaſy : but to return 
to the Life, Love and Power of thoſe Sen- 
timents, was not ſo eaſy: it was more than 


2 ceaſed 10 hear the Inſtruction which cauſeth'to 
err from the Words of Knowledoe, and ſought 
the Lory, enquiring the Way to Zion, with 


Plication, The 


not what to do; for though he had embrac- 


he could do. He did what he could; he 


and he was equally afraid that if he verged | 
F toward his former Sentiments, his Mind 


amongſt his former Aſſociates, but Guitt | 


bis. Face thitheraqgd, with Ra" and Sup- © 


F 0. 7 P 

The Spirit of the Lonn, whom hi > had 
1 by his high-flown Pride of ſy perior 
Goſpel-Knowledge, was pleaſed to reviſit 
him, with his kind Influences. The Heart 
of ARTABANES, was reanimated with Love 
to the Truth as it is in Jzsvs: : he again ex 
perienced Peace and Foy in believing, and was 
again the Subject of Hungerings and Thirſtings 
after Righteouſneſs, and walked in Humi- 
lity and Prayerfulneſs before the Logo. > ON 
His Brethren, whom he had grieved by Wl 
his Departure from the Truth, ſaw his Re- 
turn, with Pleaſure, and ſoon confirmed 
their Love towards him. Thus was Ak- 
TABANES reſtored as to outward Privileges, 
as well as, inward Grace. But his. Mind 
was long pained with deep Regrets for his 
Levity and wandering from the right Way: 
he was alſo exerciſed. with ſore Trouble in 
the Fleſh, which. he could not help but 
conſider as a Rod of Chaſtiſement for his 
Folly. | 
Theſe Things ana himſelf relat- 
ed to me: I write them to my SYNTYCHE, 
as I think they are illuſtrative of this Part 
of the Allegory. I will. cloſe this Epiſtile 
with Paui's Exhortation to us both, Bre- 
thren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions among 
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8 
7 
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1 a 1 
2 and avoid them, for the ror not our 


ORD Jesus CHRIST, - but: their own Bellies, 


1d by good Words, and fair Speeches deceiue 
0 . Hearts of the Simple. Thine affection- 
$1 Fl 9 0 pecly i in the Truth of the Goſpel, 
3 AndrONICUS. 
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nos various, my SYNTYCHE, and even 
* * oppoſite in Nature, are the Devicwber 
WT Satan to deſtroy our Faith and Hope. 
200 Some he cheats out offtheir Rel iglon by ex- 
WE traordinary religious Pretenſions; thus in our 
flaſt Letter we conſidered the Flatterers and 
meir Wiles. In this we are to ſee him play 
= another Game, and endeavour to laugh our 
= Pilgrims out of their Faith in inviſible Re- 
calities. Satan has an Army of Mockers, to 
ſeoff, taunt, jeer at, and deride the profeſſed 
Followers of Jzsvs. He knows there are 
but very few that can bear the pointing of , 
the Finger, or ſtand the Force of Ridicule, 
unlefs they have the Root of the Matter in 
| them; and even then, he knows he ſhall vex 
and grieve them. Davin's Heart was ſore 
vexed, becauſe hypocritical Mockers gaped 
upon him with their Mouths. 
Their 
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There are two Sorts of Mockers at ſeri- 
ous Godlineſs, both of them belong to 


the Arhzlsr Family, who by their Works 


deny God, and are fooliſh enough to ſay in 
their Hearts, There is no Gop. The firſt Sort 


of theſe Mockers, are thoſe prophane Wiſe- Wa 


acres, who, though born and brought up 
in a Chriftian Land, know juſt as much of 


the Chriſtian Religion as the Inhabitants 


of OTanerTe : but who ſo forwaid as 
theſe, to crack their Jokes, and N at the 
Follies and Chimeras of the Saints? 

Theſe are formidable only to young Dit. 


ae and where the Arrows of Convic- 
tion have only glanced, and have not deeply 


penetrated the Heart, they too often ſuc- 
ceed, and laugh Religion out of Counte- 


nance, But older, and more eſtabliſhed 
Perſons, can treat ſuch Mockers with Con- 


tempt, and deſpiſe their Ignorance. They 


hear unmoved, the Ridicule of Fools, and 
know that their Laughter is like the crack- 
ling of Thorns under a Pot. 


The moſt Formidable and Vexatious, are 


thoſe Scoffers who are Men of Parts, 
Learning and Wit, who give an Edge to 
their Satyr, by an Appearance of Reaſon 


and e Of theſe there are ſome 


„ 
ho have made a Profeſſion of Religion, per- 


Paps for Vears, and frorn a fatural Ardency' 


3 Temper, have been very zealous in the 


ays of Gop: but as the Impreſſions of 


Truth were made only upon their Fancy, or 
Insgtastion, and not upon their Hearts; 


: iN when theſe fail, their Religion fails alſo, and 


\ Whey conclude there is nothing ih Religion, 
= 1 cauſe they never felt the Power of it. 
I call theſe formidable Enemies to Reli- 


; 3 ö Bion; becauſe to Reaſoning and Argument, 


a hey add the Plea of Experience. But bleff- 
2 0 be Gop, real Chriſtians have a Plea of 


3 Experience to oppoſe againſt it, they have 
2 F tafled that the LoRD- 1s. gracious, in repeated 
= Inſtances, and know that they have not fol- 


_ 4 cumingly deviſid Fables, but Truths 


ich have ſupported and carried them 


4 1 through a thouſand Difficulties and T emp. 
nations. They have tried their Gob, by 


Faith and Prayer, and have found him 


ny | faithful. Scoffers may prevail to make 
_—_ 7ra/refors fall in the Mays of Gop: but 


the Righteous ſball hold on bis May, and he 


5 that ha th clean Hands Joe grow Ag ans 
"> Pronger. 12 
oO0C0iaur Author ha ſhewn himſelf a Maſter 


in I by the Manner in which he eon- 


ducts 
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ducts his Pilgrims: over the W 
GrounD, without their receiving Damage 
from it. We will attend to his Deſcription 
of this Country, and the Wiſdom of his 
Pilgrims while they paſs through it. 
This Country he calls the ExchAN TED 
Gnoup, becauſe the © Air of it naturally 
tended to make one drowſy if he came a 
Stranger into it:“ a ſhort, but full Deſcription 
of a State of Proſperity and Affluence: not 
ſuch as a Perſon is born to, and never 
knew any other; but ſuch as a Perſonas; 
raiſed to by the | Bleſſing of Providence. 
Though Gop. calls not many; yet he calls 
ſome. that are Rich, Noble, and Mighty, 
Theſe never knew the Streights of Poverty. 
or the Embarraſſments that attend Perſops 
of narrow, or caſual Incomes. When called 
by divine Grace, they are taught to make 
a, proper Eſtimate of their worldly Goods 
ſo. as to prevent its becoming a Snaxt 
ta them in future. Their Dangers and 
Temptations therefore, ariſe from other 
Quarters. 
Not ſo, thoſe Children of Gov, who 
were born in Meanneſs, or at moſt. Medi- 
_  ecrity.of Fortune, and called of Gop in that 
en * ee Years in it, ftrug- 


= 


# [ & } 
ED: My pling with Difficulties, and. ſome Times 
ge xroaning under Diſtreſſes and Calaminies : 
n, nen theſe, by a Bleſſing of Gop upon their 
8 nduſtry and Trade, or . Turn of Provi- 


ence in their Favour, become rich, they 
Enter into a new mon and come Strangers 
| Their Minds. are now delivered food 
oſe Cares, Fears, and Exerciſes, which 
78 Pg ſſed to keep them awake to a Senſe of De- 
dendance upon Gop for the Bread of this : 
Ms World. No more Acts of Faith, nor ago- 
7 nizing in Prayer, for the Supplies of the 
Norrow, for ſatisfying the Demands of the 
Creditor, and for providing honeſt Things in 
e Sight of all Men. The Barn Floor and 
ap I be Wine Preſs yield their Supplies. The 
% WE good Providence of Gop ſpreads their Table 
od 1beir Cu p runneib over. 
When all Things go thus eaſy, ſmooth, 
and well, Perſons unaccuſtomed to ſuch 
EReſt and Peace, are prone to grow ſpiritu- 
2 Drowſy, to ſink into dull Formality, or 
to take u with, and ſolace themſelves with 
4 1 \ t©of this World. The leſs they 
% VB been accuſtomed to Things of this 
* _ the greater is their Danger of falling 
a a lethargio State, concerning their 
Souls. 
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Souls; Pride, ſelf Complacency, worldly. 
_ Conſequence and Importance; the Smiles, 
the Fawnings, the Complacency of thoſe 
who deſpiſed them when poor, and would 
have /corned to have ſet them with the Dogs of 
their: Hochs; all theſe have ſuch an intoxi- 
_ cating Influence on the Mind, that ſome 


Profeſſors have loſt their Religion ſoon after 


they loſt their Poverty; and others have 
preſerved only an Image of it, like a Man 
afleep, who is little more than the Image 
of a Man. Hence the many Calls, Warn. 
ings, Exhortations, and even Threatenings, 


addreſſed to Sleepers, or thoſe in Danger of an 


becoming ſo, 10 tho/e that are at eaſe in Zion. 
Trouble keeps the Mind awake, but Faſe 
Al to ſleep and repoſe. 8 
Take Heed, my SynTyYcus, of this Ex- 
eee eee and forgive the affec- 
tionate Officiouſneſs of a Friend, who would 
warn you againſt ſleeping, /z/t you ſleep the 
Sleep of Death. You are not yer ſo puffed 
up with-Pride, from your new Acquiſitions, 
as to beoffended at Chriſtian Remonſtrance; 


but will, I hope, aher the Word of Exbor- Wl 
IF 


tation., Lou was lately poor, afflicted, and 
in Trouble, like your ANDRONICUS; till the 


An of a Relative, put you into Poſſeſ- 
E ö ſion 
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don of a Fortune far beyond your Expec- 
ation. From the Greatneſs of the Change, 
| 0 and from the Suddenneſs of it, ariſes your 
D nger. Where the Riſe is more v | 
FO he Danger is ſo likewiſe. | 
& Your Friend is perhaps in Danger by writ- 
ling thus, of being thought envious at your 
Good, and invidiouſly treating it as a Ca- 
lamity, from mere Chagrine, becauſe he 


can come at nothing like it: that ſuch 
BY, £4 Things are, I will not deny, but Gop for- 


1 bid they ſhould dwell in the Breaſt of Ax- 


= Dpronicuss I rejoice, my SYNTYCHE, , 1 
WE ſincerely rejoice in the Good the Lorp has 
done you. I conſider Wealth in itſelf a 
= Bleſſing, it is through the Corruption of 
1 E our Nature that it becomes a Snare, and I 
WS warn you, leſt it become a Snare to you. 
If the Lozp by his Grace, keep you awake 
and lively, I rejoice to think, what Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, ſuch a Fortune may produce. 
The Poor will not be withheld from his Deſire, 
nor the Eyes of the Widow made to fail: thy 


Maorſel will not be eaten alone, but the Father- 


Jeſs ſhall partake thereof : neither ſhall any 

periſh. for want of Cloathing, nor the Poor be 
without Covering, their Loins ſhall Bleſs thee, 
when they are warned with the Fleece of thy 
S peep. This 
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This, my eee is poſſefling | 


| Riches as a Bleſſing ; and as a Means of * 
laying up Treaſure in Heaven: It is thps [ K jp 
wiſh my Friend to poſſeſs them. Hear an 
Apoſtle on the Subject. Charge them tba: 
are rich in this World, that they be not bigb- 


minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but 
in the living Gob, who giveth us richly all 
Things to enjoy: That they do Good—that 
they be rich in good Works. ready to diſtri- 
bute—willing to communicate—/aying up in 
Store for themſelves, a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, that they lay hold 
on eternal Life. | "| 


Having conſidered the ſoporific Nature 


and Tendency of worldly Proſperity, let | 
me recommend to you the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of the Pilgrims in guarding 
againſt the Infection. That you may do 
ſo, ſeek and prize the Company of lively 
Chriſtians, and let the Pilgrims furniſh 
you with Topics of Converſation: 

Their firſt Topic is Experience. Hoyz- 
FUL relates the Dealings of Gop with his 
Soul, in a ſweet and imple Manner: while 
Caristian's pertinent Queſtions draw 
from him an honeft Confeſſion of his En- 


deavours to get rid of his Convictions, 
and 


** ] 


hand the Struggles of his Heart againſt the 

Ppirit of Gop : alſo a precious Detail of the 

Te of the Work, as the Lon beat 

jim off from every falſe Refuge, and 

ſrought him at laſt, as a poor, loſt, and 

Kined: Creature, to JtsUs: CHRIST for a 

hole Salvation.” 

Ws Such Converſation hs a bleſſed Tenden- 
9 5 3 xy to keep the Heart awake, and enliven 
thc Affections. The Recollection of what 
the Lord has done for us, and in us, recalls 
to Memory our native Poverty, and Miſery ; 

and our infinite Obligations to free Grace, 

eps us little in our own Eyes, and depend- 
ent upon the LoRp; and from Similarity of 

r perience, leads the Hearts of Believers into 

an affectionate Attachment to each other. 

When I ſpeak of Similarity of Experi- 

ence, I do not mean a Similarity of Man- 

oer: the Lozp's Dealings with his Chil- 

M Aren are various, but all lead to the ſame 

4 ade fome are ſhaken with Terror, while 
others are more gently drawn as with Cords 

1 7 Love. In theſe Things Believers ſhould 

by M not expect a Similarity, nor make their 

Experiences Standards for one another. But 
the Similarity I mean is, their being brought 
to the fame Point of dein both ſinful 
4 and 


: 
32S 
* 
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and righteous Self, and - believing on the | 
Lorp Jzsus CHRIST as their complete Sal» 
vation. Believers thus, ſee and feel, and 0 . "© 
know one another in the Spirit of the Goſ. 119 
pel, and mutually rejoice in their Joint- 4 
Participation in the ſame Lox, through 105 
the ſame moſt holy Faith. Partakers of 150 j 
-like moſt precious Faith,* and- Partners 'S 1 
of the ſame immortal Hopes, they are en- 
deared to each other, as Perſons whoſe In- 
tereſts are united. | 
Their ſecond Topic of Conver ſation is 

of the Soul-ſearching and awakening kind. 
Having been comforted with the Evidence be... 
of the Truth of Grace in themſelves, they 
feel a friendly Concern for I6xoxance; Wa 
and endeavour, with all Fidelity, to point 
out the Deceptions of his miſerably blind 
ed Heart; to lead him into a Knowledge 
of his dangerous Condition, through the 8p 
Rottenneſs of his Faith and Hope; and 
inſtruct him how to H > 1 A 6 


#3 


come. 
Amiable Charity and enidbrelt Kindneſs 
to endeavour to /ave a Soul um Death ! an 
Employment, which though it ſhould fail 
of Succeſs, meets its own Reward in the 
Performance, by keeping us awake to our 
3 | don 
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he * | own eternal Intereſts: and if we ſucceed, 
* Pat glorious Conſequences ! He hat con- 
< Oh PE a Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
18 


8 5 Pall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a 


tt altitude of Sins. A proper Concern for, 
1 Fl Band ſuitable Endeavours after the Salva- 
0 1 9 F ? ; 3 5 


fa tion of the Self-Deceivers, is a noble En- 
rs 7 4 priſe but it requires much Wiſdom of 
= Mind, Honeſty of Heart, and Patience of 
bo ik, to inſtruci thoſe i in Meekneſs who op- 
Doſe themſelves: if Gop, peradventure, will 
Live hem Repentance to the acknowlegging of 
tithe Truth ; and that they may recover them- 
k/elves out of the Snare of the Devil, who are 
Poker captive by him at his Will. 
We have, my dear SywnTYcus, a third 
4 ource of Help againſt ſpiritual Drowſi- 
bes, in the Pii.crxim's Diſcourſe about 
e true Convictions, and the right Fear of the 
Los. May our gracious Gop put abund- 
1 E antly of that Fear into our Hearts, that we 
1 | may not depart from him., It is ſaid Bleſſed 
„bb Man that feareth always, and to fear 
9 4 | the Lok, is one of the Scripture Marks 
"4 16 4 of true Religion: one of the Characteriſ- 
5 1 tics of the Children of Gov. Mark well 
 X& Cnnisrian's Definition of it: it is one of 


N thoſe 
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thoſe precious Paſſages, in which our Au- 
thor gives us the Subject Matter of a whole 
Treatiſe, in a few ſhort and plain Sen- 
tences : treaſure it up in your Heart, and WW 
often ponder it there; it will prove, through {We 
the Bleſſing of the SPIRIT, a ſpecial Means 
of enlivening, when ſpiritual Languor, in * ; 
Conſequence of worldly Eaſe, is creeping a] 
upon your Soul. | 
Paul ſays of IsRAEL in his Day, J Bear 
them Record that they have a Zeal of Gov, 
but not according lo Knowledge : for they, "ins i 
ignorant of Gop's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eftabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have P i * 
not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſ; Y 5 
/ Gop. Self- Righteouſneſs then is found- 8 
ed in Ignorance, and ſupported by it. . 
I think with ChRISTIAN; nay, I may 
ſay with Horror, that [ know ſome- 4 W 
thing of it by Experience, that ſuch Per- 
Tons have Convictions of Sin, and Fears 
that their State is not good : but not under- 
ſtanding that ſuch Convictions tend to their 
Good, they do deſperately ſeek to ſtifle 
them, and preſumptuoully continue to flat- N 
ter themſelves in the Way of their own | 
Hearts. 
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Now, mark how they ſtifle them. They 
think that thoſe Fears are wrought by the 
Sh! Devil, and reſiſt them as Temptations that 
5 tend to their Overthrow; they therefore ſet 
F BY 11 l Sn them as Enemies to weir 
1 1 ”; ttainments. 
WE They 3 alſo, that thoſe Fears tend 
o the ſpoiling of their Faith ; for ſuch they 
5 3 Imagine their vain Preſumption to be: 
at 6; therefore they harden their Hearts againſt 
. them. They have a Notion, that Unbelief 
is a Sin; and ignorantly conſider all Doubts 
nd Fears concerning the Goodneſs of their 
tate, as that Sin. They ſuppoſe that to 
Ne confident that all is right, is to be ſtrong 
Wn Faith : their Confidence muſt therefore 
5 e ſupported at any Rate. | 
They preſume that they ought not to 
ear; that it is inconſiſtent with Love .to 


= 3 

s {RG on, to be afraid of his Terror. And this 
.. Ehcy preſume, becauſe it is written, 7 here 
ir 10 Hear in Love; but perfect Love caftetb 


. Fear, becauſe Fear hath Torment : He that 
aereib is not made perfe in Love. Their 
ride and Self-Conceit, will not let them 
eerceive, that the Fear mentioned in this 
1 Faſſage! is not the Fear of Gop's Diſplea- 

8 lure ; 
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ſure ; for this Fear is conſiſtent with ſtrong | 
Affection: neither is it the Fear that we 
may be in a State of Danger, for this alſo 
may well conſiſt with true Love to Gov, | 
and without it, Self-Examination is vain 
and fooliſh : but that ſelfiſh, carnal, worldly 
Fear, of ſuffering Loſs or Damage for Gov's 
Sike, which Fear, torments the Heart be- 
t veen the CRoss and the CRown. - 
Laſtly, they ſee that thoſe Fears tend to 
takeaway from them, © their pitiful old Self. 
Holineſs,” to ſtrip them of thoſe Advant- Wl 
ages they imagine they poſſeſs above others. 
They know not what it is to count their 8 W 
Gain, Loſs for CHRIST, nor are they od 4 
to ſuffer the Loſs of all Things, that they n 
roin him, and be fund in him, not having thei Þ 
own Righteouf e/s which is of the Law, bu 
that which is through the Faith of Curr: 
the Righteouſneſs which is of Gop by Faith. | 

They Aheref6re reſiſt theſe Fears with al 
ight, and preſumptuouſly verſever 
ie IonoRANCE, they meet with _—_ 
here they expect Acceptance, 
| J intended, SYNTYCHE, with the cloſe Þ 

of this Letter, to have ſeen our wee 
off the EncHanTep-GrounD ; but their 
Converſation has been ſo intereſting, that 

.oul 


- _ 
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our Attention to them. has drawn out this 


12 to a conſiderable Length: we will 
cloſe with the beſt Wiſhes for SyNTYCHE, 


15 that can be conceived by the Heart of 


ANDRONICUR- 


LETTER XXIV. - 


I. will again falute: « our holy Pil 

grims, and join their Company, 
that we may benefit by their edifying Con- 
verſation. They are taking up a new Sub- 


4 y , ject, equally intereſting and important with 
the Former, and like the Former, calculated 
do keep them awake on the EncyanTtep- 


Sanacorp. It is concerning one TEMPORARY, 


5 | who though his Beginning was much more 


like the Truth of Things, than that of Io- 
| NORANCE : yet was his Profeſſion of a much 
| ſhorter Date: he was, as we ſay, ſoon 
bes and ſoon cold: becauſe with all his 
fair Seeming, he was e ue diſhoneſt, 


'1 4 and a Lover of himſelf, 


It is, my dear SywnTycns, in Religion, 
as it is in the natural World; there are 
11 many 


* . 2 „ dr Cty . or 008 % « *. 
n * . 1 ada 


. 
many promiſing Appearances which come 
to nothing. When I laſt viſited you it was 
the Spring of the Year, when the Fruit- 
Trees put forth their lovely Bloſſoms, and 


when Men form their Expectations of the 


Profits of Autumn.—You remember that 
beautiful Tree, near the Orchard-Gate, how 


covered with Bloom, and charming to the 
Eye! We both predicted an amazing 
Crop. My viſit was but ſhort, yet before 
I left you, ſcarce a Bloſſom remained on 
the Tree: all its Beauty was ſcattered on 
the Ground, and our Prediction proved to 
be the Judgment of erring Mortalss. 
So have I ſeen it in the Church of 
So: the Miniſtry of the Word, as ap- 
peared to be attended with an - awak- 
ning and convincing Power. Numbers 
have cried out, What ſhall we do io be ſaved ? 
There appeared to be a ſerious ſolemn Con- 
cern about Salvation: a Reformation of 
Life and Manners, which excited the Won- 
der of the World: and an apparent Zeal, 
for the Thihgs of Gov. Joyful Expecta- 
tion has filled our Hearts, and we cried, 
in the Words of our Maſter, Bebold, lift up 
your Eyes, and look upon the Fields, for they 


are white already to Harveſt. 
Alas! 


1 
Alas! what and Diſappointments have 
WE we met with! What Numbers have turned 
q # back into the World! Some of them plung- 

BT cd into Filth and Pollution they were unac- 
quainted with before Profeſſion : and others 
have become Deriders and Perſecutors of 
thoſe to whom they have: wept, and with 
2 We whom they have prayed. Grief has filled 
our Hearts, and Shame has covered our 
Faces, becauſe our Enemies exulted and 

aid, Aba, aba, /o we would have it. 

Io enquire into the Reaſons of ſuch ſud- 
den Backſlidings, and alſo into the Man- 
ver of it, may be very profitable: for theſe 
BE Things I refer you to our Pilgrims. Hop- 
BE FUL ſhall ſtate to you the Former, and 
F CHRISTIGN the Latter : and when you have 
heard them out, I will tell you a true Tale. 
A certain religious Society in the Coun- 
try, had ſettled down upon the Lees of dull 
Formality, and was becoming even care- 
lleſs and indifferent about the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel; when it pleaſed Gop to viſit 
them with a Revival of the Spirit, and 
FRE Power of Religion among them. The 
Hiſtory of that Revival is not eſſential to 
my Tale: ſuffice it to ſay, That Profeſſors 
of long ſtanding, faw, and partook of the 

| N 4. ©  m__ 


„ 
Bleſſing, and rejoiced that many young 
Converts were added to their Society. © 
Amongſt theſe was HII ARO, a young 
Man of warm Paſſions, and of forward Diſpo- 


voted to his Pleaſures and Grarifications. 
A good Education, good Senſe, and good 


his Company was ſought by many. This 
Hit ano, I ſay, was among thoſe whom 
the Word ſeemed to reach with Power : he 
was much awakened to a Senſe of Danger, 


ligion, regardleſs of the Opinions of Men 


Soul at Stake, and HILARITO could not be 
indifferent about any Matter, much leſs in 
one of ſuch Magnitude and Importance. 
His Attendance on public Worſhip, was 
conſtant and with Affection, not only on 
the ſtated Opportunities of the Sabbath, 


Whenever the People afſembled, H1r aro 
was there: nothing but Affairs of the ut- 
" moſt Conſequence could hinder him, and 
my - he ſeemed to hear the Word, as one who 
1 heard for his Life; his Tears often indi- 
cating the Effect it hjad upon his Mind. 

2 | He 


tions : he had been gay, diſſipated, and de- 


Temper, rendered him ſo agreeable; that 


concerning his Conduct. He thought his 


but on occaſional Lectures on Week- Days. 


C4 Ms 
5 


and ſet out boldly in a Profeſſion of Re- 
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| Ms attended conſtantly, ' thoſe ſelect 
| Parties which met from Houſe to Houſe 
| for Prayer and religious Converſation; He 
| frequently viſited the godly at their Houſes, 
to converſe with them on the Doctrines of 
© the Goſpel, their Influence on the Heart, 
and their Application to Practice. He 
devoted his Labour, and was generous of 
* N I his Subſtance, for the Service of Religion 
and the Relief of the Poor; and though a 
1 Perſon of ſome Conſideration in the To] n 
19 where he dwelt, he viſited the Houſes of 
the meaneſt Perſons, if religious, to talk 
with them about JESUS CHRIST. He alſo 
devoted a Portion of Time every Day, for 
7 reading the-Scripture, Prayer, and Medita- 
tion, in his own Apartment. 
__ You will naturally ſuppoſe, my Syx- 
rens, that HILARIO was much beloved 
and eſteemed by thoſe who had the Cauſe 
of Gop at Heart, and great Expectatiors: 
formed of his growing and continued Uſe- 
flalneſs: the Appearance was. indeed lovely 
and promiſing, but ah, how ſhort lived 
WE theſe Proſpects! a few Months brought 
on an awful Change in the Appearance of 
| Hitakio; and deſtroyed all thoſe pleaſing 


| Lopes that had been formed concerning 
him. 


A. 
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A general Election was approaching, 
and Parties ran high and violent. The 
ardent HiLarro plunged into this Scene of 
Confuſion with all his Soul, and though 
often warned of his Danger, was ſo confi- 
dent that he was doing his Duty in ſerving 
his Country, and promoting the Intereſt 
of his Friends, that he either ſaw not, or 
would not ſee his Danger. The Conſe. 
quences were ſoon viſible: . his Concern 
for his Soul, and his Zeal for Godlineſs, 
were loſt in the Uproar and order: of 
the Times. 

His Manner of going back was exactly 
as CHRISTIAN deſcribes ſuch Perſons. The 
Care, Eagerneſs, and Hurry which en- 
groſſed him about this Election, drew off 
his Thoughts from the Remembrance of 
God, of Death, and of a future Judgment: 
his Retirements, of Conſequence, grew firſt 
infipid, and then irkſome. He no longer 

ſought the Converſation of warm and lively 

Chriſtians, for ſpiritual Converſe ; all his 
Talk was now about the Affairs of the 
Party. He abſented himſelf from.religious 
Meetings, under Pretence of theſe impor- 
tant Matters taking up his Time, and was 
ſeldom to be ſeen in any Worſhip of Gop, 
except on the LoRbD's Day. 


When 


230 7 
When the Hurry of theſe Scenes was 
over, HILARIO was preſſed to return to 


his former Fellowſhip with his Chriſtian 
= Friends. Alas! his Diſpoſition for it was 
ſpoiled: he could no longer bear the art- 
BE leſs, ſimple, unſtudied Prayers of the Men in 


N whoſe Devotions he had before profeſſed to 


find Pleaſure. One was too long and tire- 

ſome, another uſed vain Repetitions, ano- 
ther talked Nonſenſe, and there was a 
MY Similarity, Tautology, and want of Variety 
in them all. He conſidered it therefore as 


loſs of Time to attend thoſe Meetings, un- 
leſs the Miniſter went through the whole 
of the Devotions. 

HILARIO now principally aſſociated with 
the Connections he had formed during the 
Election, and indulged in their prophane 


and obſcene Converſation. He till at- 


tended the public Worſhip of the Loxp's 
Day, but inſtead of the Tear trickling 
down his Cheek, HILARIO ſlept, or be- 
haved irreverently, to the Grief and Of- 
fence of the Congregation. 


He became impatient of Reproof, and 


WE pettiſh at Remonſtrance: he watched with 


Eagles Eyes the Profeſſors around him, 
marking every Infirmity of Temper, and 
N 6 Inad- 


r 


C 30⁰ by 
Inadverteney of Conduct: no Fault could 
take Place in the Society, but the Paſtor 
was ſure to hear of it from HILARIO, as a 
Sort of Juſtification of himſelf by Way of 
Compariſon with others. Often he would 
charge the Paſtor with making perſonal 
Reflections from the Pulpit: though the 
Truth was, that it was impoſſible for him 
to ſpeak againſt Sin, without touching 
HrLARIO in one fore Place or other. 
_ Htrr aro however ſoon found a Remedy 
for that Inconvenience, by perſuading him- 
ſelf into a Diſbelief of the Scriptures as di- 
vine Records; and by forming to himſelf 
an imaginary God, who was very indulgent 
to thePaſſions and Propenſities of his Crea- 
tures ; eſpecially if they were not unjuſt, 
oppreſſive, and malignant. To do Hitarto 
Juſtice, he was a Man of Probity, Gener- 
ofity, and Compaſſion : Virtues of which 
he was not a little ſenſible, nor a little 
proud : reckoning much upon them, as 
recommendatory to the Favour and In- 


dulgence of his Gop. 
in one Thing, HILARTO was different 


from moſt Apoſtates : for though he threw 
off every Yoke of Religion, he did not 
wholly abſent himſelf from public Worſhip, 
| | -- - NOT - 
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nor withdraw his pecuniary Support of it. 
| He profeſſed to do it from Principles of 


Generoſity, and for the Benefit of thoſe 


who conſidered Religion as a Matter of 
Importance. How far this was really the 


Caſe, will appear another Day; or whether 
a Number of his profeſſing Neighbours be- 


ing Burgeſſes, might | not be a - IO 


Motive. 
HILARIO is now no more. After near 


twenty Years Continuance in his Back- 
ſlidings, a ſevere Fever cut off his Days al- 


moſt ſuddenly. He died regretted for his 


good Qualities, and lamented as an Apoſtate, 
= for he was one, who had he held on as he be- 
gan, would have been an Honour and a 
Comfort, to the Church of Gop. | 


L have finiſhed my Tale, and ſhall only add, 


W that ſuch frequent and awful Examples of 


Backſliding, ſhould excite a holy Jealouſy 
over ourſelves and others: let us watch and 
be ſober, and never forget that it is he who en- 
dures 10 the End, that ſhall be ſaved. 
Our Pilgrims have paſſed over the Ex- 
CHANTED-GROUND, without taking one ſin- 
gle Nap. Hopkrur, indeed, was drowſy; 
but a faithful Companion kept him from 


fleeping : and by 8 and Soul- 
ſearching 


- 


$ 


Nr 


54 = 302 * 
ſearching Converſation, 3 kept each 
other awake till paſt the Danger, manifeſt- 


ing che Truth of ChRISTIAx's Song. 
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C Saints Fellowſhip, if it be manag'd well, 
Keeps them awake, and that in Spite of Hell.“ 


Thus may Syrxrych eſcape the En- 
chantments of a ſmiling World. Alas ! 
how few eſcape them wholly! ! 5 

Join with me, my Friend, in this Requeſt 
to the Spirit of Life and Power, with which 
this Epiſtle ſhall cloſe. 


« Now thy quick'ning Influence bring, 
* On our Souls divinely move, 
Open wide our Hearts to ſing 
* Jxsv's everlaſting Love. 
Take the Things of CHRIST, and ſhew, 
- *© What his Love for us has done; 


„Thus may we the FaTHER know, 
Through his well-beloved Sox. 


*« Lighten each benighted Heart, 
« Drive our Enemies away: 
Joy, and Love, and Peace impart, 
Lead us in the heavenly Way. 
Nothing then our Hearts ſhall fear, 
«© While we urge our Way to Heaven; 
* While we feel thy Preſence near, | 
«© Witneſſing our Sins forgiven.” 
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7 HOU hl kept the good Wine until notv, 
9 was the Praiſe given to the Governor 
of the Feaſt at the Marriage in Cana : but 
= he deſerved it not. A Head more wiſe, a 
= Heart more provident and beneficent, or- 
dained that the Bleſſings of the Feaſt ſhould 
not diminiſh, but increaſe, with its Conti- 
nuance. It is his Plan of Conduct toward 
WF thoſe he loves, to turn their Water into 
BY, Wine: to reſerve their beſt Bleſſings till 
the laſt; and to give them moſt of Hea- 
ven, when Earth can do leaſt for them. 
His holy Pilgrims find the Land of Bxu- 
LAn, near the End of their Pilgrimage, 
and in Sight of the City of their eternal 
Reſt. 
But let it be remembered, that this 
Bleſſing is not the Lot of all his Saints. 
19 The Enjoy ment of this delight ful Country 
zs denied to ſome; and their Felicity re- 
= ſcrvcd entirely for another World: except 
chat Foy of Hope, that ſmall Foretaſte, which 
reſults from their Faith, being /e Subſtance 


of 


1 

of Things bo 15 for, the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen: a Joy always proportioned to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of Faith. 

Our Author, my dear SynTycne, ſeems 
to involve a double Meaning in his Meta- 
phor of the Country of Bevr.an : at leaſt 
ſo it ſeems to me, by comparing the ſe. 
cond Part of his PILGRIM with this, and 
alſo by comparing his defcriptive Imagery 
with thoſe Places of Scripture from which it 
is borrowed. The firſt of theſe Meanings, is 
| thatgloriousStateof Things promiſed to the 
Church in the latter Days, which will be 
the firſt Fruits and Earneſt of Z1ox's ever- 
laſting Glory: and which will but a little 
precede it. The ſecond is, thoſe rapturous 
Emanations of his Grace and Love, which 
have been experienced by ſome Believers, 
in the laſt and cloſing Scenes of Life. 

Both the Name and Deſcription of this 
delightful Country, is taken from the Pro- 
pheſy of IsA IA and the SonG or SOLOMON: 
eſpecialhy the Former, in which the Pro- 
Phet celebrates the Glory of the latter Day, 
and with great Earneſtneſs prays for it. 
The Words of the Prophecy are, Thou ſhalt 
be called Hepnz1Ban, and thy Land BEULan, 
for the LorD-delighteth in 2 and thy Land 


Aal 


( 0 1 
Hall be married, and as the Bridegroom re- 
4 foiceth over the Bride, ſo ſhall thy GoD re- 
Voice over thee. The Lokp hath ſworn by 
is Right-Hand, and by the Arm of his 
Strengib: ſurely, I- will no more give thy 
Cornu to be Meat for thine Enemies, and the © 


93 ö g Sons of the Stranger ſhall not drink thy Wine 
Vr which 1hou haſt laboured : but they that 
__ -ve gathered it, and praiſe the Lox D. And 


they that have brought it together, ſhall drink 
it in the Courts of my Holineſs. Say ye 10 
the Daughter of Zion, Behold ! thy Salvation 
_ comb : behold his Reward is with bim, and 
Li, York before: and they ſhall call them the 
Hoh City, the Redeemed of the LoaD, Jonges | 
out, and not forſaken, — 
Tue Reſt of the Deſcription of this 
Country is taken from that beautiful 
== Eclogue, the Song or Solomon, where 
all that is gratifying to the Senſes, and 
even enchanting in a rural Scene, is paint- 
ed in Nature's ſimpleſt, ſtrongeſt Colours, 


An ever-ſhining Sun, and flowery Spring, 


Wa the Melody of Birds, and Ute Voice of the 
Turtle. 
Without pretending to Infallibility and 


ws Perfection, in interpreting Prophecy; 


WW which is the higheſt Preſumption, and 
5 greateſt 
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greateſt Arrogance; let us endeavour, my 


dear Friend, to gather from thoſe beau- 


tiful Metaphors a few Things, in which 
we cannot be much miſtaken, while we 
keep in our Eye, the Perfection of thoſe 
Things we now imperfectly enjoy, as the 
Bleſſing which is there promiſed. 
And certainly, SynTYcas, we muſt con- 
clude the Metaphors deſcribe, the Tri- 
umph of Divine Truth over all human Er- 
rors: a Miniſtration of the Goſpel attended 
with amazing Power and Succeſs: Ordi- 


nances of Worſhip filled with Glory, and 


the Preſence of the Loxp :: and Churches, 
like Orchards, Vineyards, and Gardens, re- 
pleniſhed with Fruits and Flowers, adorned 
with all the Beauties of Holineſs, and 3 
ing in the Fruits of Rigbleouſneſs. 

muſt alſo conceive, that Believers, in Po 
a State of Things as this, ſhall be far re- 


moved from Darkneſs, Temptation, and 


Doubt.—Shall be filled with the Spirit in 
Knowledge, Livelineſs, and Affection; and 
ſhall dwell on thg Confines of Heaven, 
waiting with Deſire, to be for ever there. 

We know not how long the Church has 


yet to wait for this Glory to be revealed: 
but ſomething of the * Part of 


it, 


„ „„ 
it, by Way of Earneſt, has been anticipated 
by many Saints, and more particularly, 


when near their Journey's End. Their 


Eyes ſaw not, indeed, the Glory of Gop 


upon Iſrael, but they. felt it reſting upon 
WE their own Souls. The full Afurances of Faith 
2d Hope baniſhed every Doubt and Fear; 
_ while he Love of Gop ſhed abroad in the 


. | Heart, diſarmed Death of all Terror, and 
made them long 10 de part, and be with Jꝝs us. 
How has divine Conſolations, like the 


ie that goeibh down fo ſweetly, as io cauſe 


. | the Lips of them that are aſleep to ſpeaks 


a awakened every Power to praiſe the LorD, 
and cdify and comfort ſurrounding Friends? 
3 How have theſe Conſolations, even under ex. 
Was cruciatingPangs and Tortures from Diſeaſes, 
= ſupported with more than Patience, the af- 
= flicted Saints, who have declared their Joys 
= were more, and greater than their Pains? 


Such Bleſſings, my dear SynTycus, I 


have already obſerved, are not the Lot of 
2K | every Saint. They are no where promiſed 
e to be ſo; yet have they often been granted; 
WE and why not again? Why may not Sy x- 
ren and his Friend pray, that as they 


4 4 approach their Journey's End, they may 
= be favoured. with a Sight of the City, and 
= - a Senſe 
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queſt be denied, let us not be dejected, our 


Dax. Be it our chief Concern that Faith 


is perfect Work. That we may bear a living 


Experiences. of the divine Preſence to a 
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where the Croſs lays heavy without, and 


in beſtowing better, and higher Enjoyments, 


a Difference; for the Tenor of the Promiſe 


 Loxy's trembling Ones, who have lived and 
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a Senſe of its Glory? yet ſhould our Re- 


Heaven will be never a Whit leſs ſweet be- 
cauſe we wait for it, till we paſs over Jok- 


may hold out to the End, and Patience have 


and a dying Teſtimony to the Faithfulneſs 
of Gop, though we cannot talk of W 


ous Enjoyments. 
T believe alſo that we may juſtly revidk 


nee that ſtrong Conſolations, ſenſible 


high Degree, a full Aſſurance ariſing from 
what is felt, as well as what is believed; are 
Bleſſings that have moſtly abounded in a 
Time of Suffering and Perſecution, becauſe 


Conſolations of a worldly Nature are cut off 
on CaR1sT's Account, and for his Sake; his 
Mercy .and Goodneſs wonderfully appears 


But when Trials are lefs ſevere, He makes 


is, As thy Day is, ſo ſhall thy Strength be. 
J have alſo remarked, that many of the ul 


walked almoſt all their Days in Fearfulneſs 
of 


N C 8 
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| of falling ſhort at laſt; and have never a 


able to acquire ſufficient Strength of Faith to 
face Death; have, as that event approached, 
been favoured with ſenſible Manifeſtations 
| of God's Preſence with them, which have 
done away all their Fears of Death, before 
| chat awful Event came upon them. Their 
| gracious Maſter in Compaſſion to their 
| Weakneſs, has gathered them with hs Arm, 
and carried them in his Boſom. 

Our Author obſerves, that in this Land 
of BeuLan, the ſhining Ones commonly 


* walked, becauſe it was upon the Borders of 


Heaven. It has been the Opinion of ſeve- 


ral who have wrote, or preached on the 


Glory of the Church in the latter Day, 
that the Angels of Gop will viſit, and con- 
verfe with the Saints on Earth, as a Begin- 
ning of that Fellowſhip which ſhall ſubſiſt 
between Saints and Angels for ever in Hea- 
ven. That Angels have appeared to Men, 
and converſed with them, we are well aſ- 
ſured, becauſe our Bibles tell us ſo, but 
| how far this is the Caſe now, or will be ſo 
in future, appearstome to be problematical. 
Will SynTycus aſk me, Why not now 
as well as formerly? I reply, Angels ap- 
Farne formerly to Men, and converſed 


with 
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| Mzss1an. The Converſe of Angels with 


ſuch as were to come to paſs almoſt imme- 


But when the Book of Prophecy cloſed, 


theſe Things in the Churches, I teſtify unto every 


of this Book; if any Man ſball Abb unto theſe 


Man ſhall take away from the Words of the 
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with.them, as Meſſengers ſent of God, to 


deliver ſome important Meſſage relative 
to, and connected with the Affairs of the 


El | ' 
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Men, no where in Scripture bears the 
Marks of private Viſits to particular Per- 
ſons, or of open familiar Converſation with 
Men at large: they came to denounce 
Threatenings, execute Vengeance, declare 
Events that had taken Place, or foretell 


diately, or in more diſtant Periods of Time. 


then alſo ſeemed to ceaſe all viſible Mi- 
niſtry of Angels, till the appointed Day, 
when they ſhall attend their great Maſter 
and ours, in the Clouds of Heaven. Th 
Thus runs the ſolemn Declaration. 1 
Jzsvs, have ſent mine Angel to teſtiſy unto you Ty 


Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy 


Things, GoD ſpall add unto him the Plagues 
that are written in this Book. And if any 


Prophecy of this Book, Gop ſhall take away 
his Part out of the Book of Life, and out of the 
* City: and from the Things which are 

written 
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wrilten in this Book. After this Declara- 
tion, I am obliged to conſider the viſible 
| Miniſtry of Angels as ſuſpended until that 
12 when they ſhall come forth, commiſ- 
ſioned by the Sa viouk, to gather his Elect 
from the four Winds. I am obliged alſo 

to conſider all that has been ſaid of the Ap- 
pearance of Angels to good Men, as only 


4 ear, at beſt; and as tending to draw 
off the Mind from that ſure Word of Teſti- 
| muny, to which we do well to take Heed. 


Many good People have believed in the 
Appearance of Angels to Believers, before, 


| and at their Death. Our Author has ac- 


cording to this Notion, ſet before us two 
of them, accompanying and converſing 


Ws with his Pilgrims, as they advanced to- 
{; wards the holy City: aſking them Queſ- 


| tions concerning their paſt Journey, and 
| oroeting what Difliculties they had yet 
to meet with; but what is there in the 


| v Neu- Teſtament like it? 


Do not ſuppoſe, my SynTrycne, that 


ee I confider angelic Apparitions as 


merely viſionary, that I alſo conſider the 
$ Miniſtrations of Angels as fabulous. Far 
from it. The Word of Truth has faid, 


| They are —_— Spirits, ſent forth ts mi- 
niſter 


miſter unto them who ſhall be Heirs of Salva. 
appointed to attend us. I have no Doubt 


of their frequent, perhaps conſtant Preſence 
with us; but the peculiar Nature of their 


to us, as the Nature of Angels themſelves, 


you know its Antitype is JoRDAN, a River 


without a Bridge, which therefore could 


5 


tion. They are the Servants of our Lozp, 


Miniſtrations, is, I believe as little known 


and will remain ſo through the preſent 
State of Things. Let us then be thankful 
to our SavIouR for their Services, and not 
be too prying into hidden Things. That 
voluntary Humility, and worſhipping of Angels, 
which is reproved in the Word, aroſe from 
Men, intruding into thoſe T, pings which they 
had not ſeen, vainly puffed up in their fleſhly 


Mind. 
The Metaphor of the River 1s beautiful, 


which ſeparated the Land of Canaan from 
the Countries eaſtward of it. A River 


only be paſſed at its. Fords; and muſt be 
paſſed by all Perſons who would enter 1 


Canaan that way. Moreover at Er 0 3 


Seaſons of the Year, JoxDAx overflowed all 4 


its Banks. Through this River the Tribes Wo | 
of Iſrael paſſed to the promiſed Land. 72008 


ETA a Is 
28 
5 7 
: 2 als 1 
% J N 7 
. Ix 7 3 
1 
* 25 
5 
* FT 4 
y 1 
0 * 1 
* 9 
1 
: £ 


L. 373˙ 1 

The/ Chriſtian Church has, generall y 
Confiidered JorDan: as a Type of Death, 
becauſe none of the Redeemed, except 
| Enocn and ELTIIA, have gone to the hea- 
7 Canaan by any other Way: nor ſhall 
any, till the laſt Trumpet ſhalt ſound: then 
{| F Poaderd, thoſe. which are alive, ſhall not die, 
ut [ball all be changed in à Moment, in the 
rial of an Eye, to the ſame incorup- 
tible State with thoſe that are raiſed from 
the Dead. 
|. Even: thoſe few Perſons, who have 
= doubted. whether we have ſufficient Scrip- 
ture Authority to ſay, that the River Jor- 
boa is a Type of Death; do all agree, that 
it is the fitteſt, and moſt apt Alluſion of 
that Event. Not only becauſe it was the 
Entrance of Iſrael to their promiſed In- 
heritance; but becaufe, the ebbing and 
ane of this River, rendered its Paſſages 
1 _ Fords, either ſafe and eaſy, or difficult 

| 9 and dangerous: and more particularly, be- 


de auſe the ſenſible Preſence of the Lokp, 
er by 1 or the Exerciſe of ſtrong, Faith in his 
1 over and Grace, removed all Difficulty: of 
in 3 aſſage. Even ſo the ſame happy Circum- 


lances remove all the Difficulty of dying. 
"i O — a 


33 314 5 
| In the firſt Caſe: the Axx of the Covx- 
NAN T, which was the Emblem, and Evi- 
dence of the LoRp's ſenſible Preſence, 
reſted in the Midſt of JoRpAx, while the 
Armies of Iſrael paſſed over. Well might 
they go through the River without Fear or 
Danger; Gop was in the Midſt of it, and 
forbad its Waters to overflow them. When 
the Queſtion is aſked, bat ailed thee, O 
Jordan, that thou waſt driven back? the 
Anſwer is, At the Preſence of the Lord : at 
the Preſence of the GoD of Facob. Even ſo does 
the ſenſible Preſence of CHRIST, render dy- 
ing ſafe and eaſy to the departing Saint. 
The ſecond Caſe, namely, that of ſtrong 
Faith, is exempliſied by the MaN TIE of 
ELIIA. That ſacred Veil which the 
Prophet wrapped around his Head, when 
he worſhipped the Loxy in Horeb the 
Mount of Gop; he took at the Paſſage of 
| JorDan, and having wrapped it together, 
he ſmote the Waters with it, and they 
divided hither, and thither, while he and 
ELisHa paſſed over. When he aſcended 
in the Chariot of Fire, he dropped this 
MaxNTLE to his Succeſſor, as the Pledge and 
Proof, that the ſame Spirit and Power re- 
mained upon him. ExrsHA Jook up he 
„ Manile 


E 

Mani le that fell from him, and went back and 
| flood by the Bank of Jordan, and he took the 
| Mantle of Elijah that Fell from him, and ſmote 
| the Waters, and ſaid, in the Power of Faith, 
Wurz is THE Lord Gop or EL1Jan? 
» hen be had ſmitten the Waters, they 


q F g wen: oder. 

7H Faith in the living Jzsvus, will ills the 
= Departure of a dying Saint compoſed and 
= caſy, though no peculiar Tokens of the 


be more or leſs the Caſe, in proportion to 
me Pilgrims aſked the Syinino Onss, if 


the Water was all of a Depth? They ſaid, 
No; for you ſhall find it deeper or ſhal- 


= lower, as you believe in the King of the 


14 Place.“ 
Cx lo had willed before Gop many Years, 


Py to UR1Jau who viſited her, Sir, all my 
1 Diſappointment,” replied URIAH, I 


2 . with 


vere parled hither and thither, and Eli a 


Divine Preſence be with him. This will 


te Strength or Weakneſs of Faith. When 


ich much Humility and Tenderneſs of 
WE Conſcience, yet was all her Life long in Bon- 
age, through the Fear of Death. But when 
Ly the dreaded Event approached, CL1o ſaid 


F 5 Fear of Death is vaniſhed.” « Ha PPy 


came expecting to find you overwhelmed 


„„ 

with Doubts and Fears: I came therefore 
to endeavour to comfort and encourage 
you. I rejoice, that inſtead of the Labour 
which I feared, I have to give Thanks to 
God for his great Mercy, in 1. ifting up the 
' Light of his Countenance upm you, in this 
moſt important Seaſon.” 

e Indeed Sir,“ ſaid Criio, “ do not 
feel thoſe Comforts, of which I have heard 
others ſpeak: I do not experience. half 
the Happineſs I have ſometimes felt, when 
under the Word, or when approaching to 
the Throne of Grace: but, I know whom 1 
have believed, and I am perſuaged that he is 
able 10 keep that which, I have committed to him 

againſt that Day.” C110 continued calm 
and ſerene to her laſt Moment, when feebly 
articulating, « O he is God, the. faithful 
God,” ſhe went to praiſe him. 


It is Time to put an End to this Letter: 


in my next we will attend our Pilgrims to 
their Journey” s End. Oh! my SYNTYCHE, 
if we ſleep in Duſt, as is moſt probable, 
before the Loxp ſhall call his Church Bzv- 
Lan; and ſhould he not grant us thoſe Ex- 


periences, which are an Earneſt of that 


State, and indicate our being on the Bor- 


ders of Heaven; I truſt he, will permit us 
| | SES. 


E | 
to die like CI io, bearing our Teſtimony to 
his Truth and Faithfulneſs. That our End 
ay be tbat ef the Righteous, even Peace; is 
* the Prayer of 


ANDRONICUS. 


LETTER XXVI. 
885 | 12 OCK of eternal Ages | we rejoice in 
2 thy Immutability: Thouart God, and 
Changeſt not, therefore we are not con- 
umed: tis well for us that our Safety does 
ot depend upon our Frames, but on 
fl , . = unchanging Love and Mercy. See, : 
yy Svvrrenz, the Men who a little while 
E. were looking with longing Eyes to- 
ard the City, and fainting with Deſire to 
1 de there. Who cried out in their Pangs, 
on ſee my Beloved, tell bim that I am ſick of 
e. Behold theſe very Men, trembling 
nd ſhivering on the Banks of that River, 
* hich was the only Thing that ſeparated 
1 4 hem, from him whom their Souls loved. 
. 1 ith what Anxiety they look this Way, 

Ind that Way, to eſcape the River. 
an O 3 «& Sweet 


7 
iP 
1 


* 


„„ 
0 Sweet Fields beyond the ſwelling Flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living Green: | 


so to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, 
While Jordan roll'd between. 


* But tim'rous Mortals ſtart and ſhrink, 
« To croſs this narrow Sea: | 

They linger, ſhivering on the Brink, 
And fear to launch away.“ | 


Nothing, however great and ſublime, is 
permanent, but that which has the Seal of 
Eternity upon it. It has often ſo been, 
that thoſe who have had the higheſt Enjoy- 
ments of Gop in the Days of their Pilgrim- 
age, who have looked forward to Death 
with dauntleſs Courage, and even preſſed 
toward it with Deſire ; theſe have, like our 
Pilgrims, been put to a Stand, when the 


Maſter ſaid, Come up hither. 


The dear Evopras had made this Re- 
mark on many a Fellow Pilgrim, who paſſ- 
ed over Jordan before him. He was a 
Man highly favoured of the Lox, as to 
his Experience; but what he had fo often 
ſeen happen to others, made him jealous, 
leſt his coward Heart ſhould play him 


Booty, and ſhrink with Fear, at the Proſ- Wn 
pect of Diſſolution. Often have J heard 
him confeſs it, that his Fears were, leſt 


his laſt Trials ſhould be his greateſt 


„„ . 
Tz 
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His earneſt Wiſh therefore was, that he 
might be ſnatched away without a Mo- 
ment's Warning, and expire, preaching the 
Word of Life to his fellow Sinners. Evo- 
Das could not join in that Petition of the 
Liturgy, © From ſudden Death, good Loxp 


deliver us.” How far EvoDſas was right, 


4 I ͤ know not; one Thing is certain, he had 
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his Wiſh in Part, and expired ſuddenly, on 
a Lokp's Day Morning, while Thouſands 
| were aſſembling to hear him preach. 

The Remark I wiſh to make is this, that 
thoſe who walk in the Light of Gop's 
Countenance, would do well to recollect, 
that a cloudy Death may finiſh their Courſe : 
even as we have often ſeen in -the natural 
World, the brighteſt Sun of a Summer's 
Day, go down involved in Clouds, dark and 
tempeſtuous. Let not the Idea terrify, as 
it did Evopras, but let it prepare the 
Mind for ſuch a Seaſon, if it be the Maſ- 
ter's Will, and lead to a Recollection of 
HoeeruL's Exhortation to CHRISTIAN : 
_ «Theſe Troubles and Diſtreſſes,“ ſays he, 
« which you go through in theſe Waters, 
are no Sign that Gop hath forſaken you: 
but are ſent to try you, whether you will 


1 call to Mind that which you have hereto- 


O 4 g fore 


— 
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fore received of his Goodneſs, and live 
upon him in your Diſtreſſes.“ 

But it is Time to return to our Pilorima: : 
they enter the River, but O! how different 
their Experience in paſſing through it! 
Hopzrul, like CIIo, found his Soul ſup- 
ported above Fear. „ feel,“ ſaid he, 
« the Bottom, and it is good.” And after- 
wards, © I ſee the Gate, and the Men 
ſtanding to receive us.“ Not a Tempta- 
tion rufflled his Breaſt : nothing to ftrug- 


gle with but diſſolving Nature. Dear gra- 
1 cious Maſter, if thy Servant may ſpeak his 
2 Wiſh before thee, let me die like Hor Rr; 
1 pity my Weakneſſes and Fears of the laſt 
. Moments: Oh! let the many dreadfut Con- 
1 flicts I have met with ſuffice, and grant me 
1 at peaceful Diſmiſſion from this Warfare! : 
1 Be ſilent, my Soul, be fore the Lox D: thou N 
1 mayeſt not chuſe thy Lot: nor haſt thou 
= any right to aſk this Indulgence. Thou 
=: - haſt acquitted thyſelf too badly in the Con- 
A flicts thou complaineſt of, to claim In- 
1 dulgence here. Alas ! how cariſt thou ſay, 
„ hade fought a good Fight, 1 have finiſhed my | 
_ Ln Gourſe, I have kept the Faith © Thy Con- 
7 ſcience tells thee, that thy Cowardice and F 
3 Vafaithfulneſs, have given thine Eneniies Ii 
1 Ad- 
A 4 
4 } | 
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Ae over thee. Look on ſuch a Cha- 
racter as that of CHRISTIAN, and be ſilent. 
Poor ChRTIsTIAN ! He no ſooner enters 
the River, but he begins to ſink. © I ſink,” 
he cries, © in deep Waters the Billows go 
over my Head all his Waves go over me!” 
Darkneſs and Horror fell upon him, and 
| dreadful Temptations from the Enemy be- 
ſet him, till he concluded he ſhould die in 
the River, and never obtain Entrance | in at 
the Gare. 

The Idea of periſhing, is dreadful to the 
Wretch, who has courted and purſued 
Damnation all his Days, if he be awakened 
on a dying Bed: but he knows not yet the 
Agony of loſing Heaven, becauſe he never 

= ſought it; nor loved it. Not ſo the Believer, 

= Deſtruction is indeed a Terror to him ; 
but his greateſt Agony, ts the Thought! of 
being diſappointed of all thoſe Hopes which 
have warmed his Heart. To be caſt out 
from the Preſence of Gop : To be denied 
the Viſion of. that Holy One, in whoſe 
Name he has rejoiced: To be excluded that 
bleſſed Society he had hoped to be num- 
bered with for ever: To loſe his Crown at 
the Moment he thought to receive it: are 

| Thoughts too dreadful to bear, and Bitter- 
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-neſſes of Soul beyond Deſcription. What 
ſhall we ſay, when Gop. leaves the Soul af 
his Turtle Dove amongst Lions; and ſeems to 
give up his Darling to the Power of the Dog? 

Though Clouds and Darkneſs cover the 
Face of Jzmovan's Throne, Juſtice and 
Judgment inhabit there: He does all Things 
well. We have already hinted, that theſe 
Things may be for the Trial of Faith: per- 
haps not only of the Dying, but of thoſe 
about him. I will venture to add yet fur- 
ther; perhaps for the greater Confuſion of 
Satan, whoſe deceived Malice may think it- 

elf ſure of its Prey; whoſe helliſh Triumph 
may be, Gop has for/aken him, per/ecute and 
take him, for there is none to deliver bim. 

« fee him again,” cried CHRISTIAN, 
exulting, © and he tells me, when thou paſſ- 
eſt through the Waters, Iwill be with thee; 

and through the Rivers they fhall not overflow 
thee.” The Enemy was after that as ſtill as 

2 Stone, till they were got over. He found 
there was one preſent, whom he hoped had 
been abſent. When Gop ariſes, his Enemies 
are ſcaitered: they that bate him flee before 
him: as ſmoke ts driven away, ſo does he drive 
them away: and as Wax melteth before the 


TOW fo do the Wicked periſh at the Preſence of 
So: 


[323 "x 
Go: but the 1 are glad and rejoice 


before him. 


When the Diſorder which brought Ni- 
canor to his End, firſt ſiezed upon him, 


it took away all Hope of Recovery: 
Terrors alſo took hold of him and overwhelmed 


bim like Waters, and the Fear of Death 
harrowed up his Soul. Nic xoR was of a 


tender Conſcience, and timid Mind: he had 


paſſed through Life quietly practiſing the 
Duties of Religion, and ſtrictly tenacious 
of whatever he believed to be right; but 
the low Thoughts he entertained of him- 
felf, would never permit him to join the: 
Communion of Saints. As he talked but 
little about Religion, and eſpecially of his: 


own Experience; I know not whether his 
Soul had ever before his few laſt Days, 


been exerciſed with Terrors, and: Fears of 


Wrath: he ſeemed to hold on an even ſtea- 


dy Courſe, which left not, with Profeſſors 
who knew him, the: Shadow of a Doubt 
concerning the Goodneſs of his State. 

His bodily Pain was. excruciating, ſo 
dreadfully excruciating, that it was ap- 
parent it would deſtroy him in: a ſhort. 
Time: but the Anguiſh of his Mind was. 


paſt Deſcription, and as he was ſenſible the 


Acuteneſs 
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- Abcieinclh of his Diſorder, haſtened on bis 
End, his Terrors increaſed. He mourned, 
he wept, he lamented, that he was loſt for 
ever that he had been an Hypocrite all 
his Days that he had deceived himſelf— 
and had. ſtopped ſhort of an Intereſt in 
CHRIST, therefore God had now left him 
.to periſh in his Sins. So lively were his 
Apprehenſions of the Wrath to come, that 
hen bodily Torture ſo wrung him that the 
Sweat fell in large Drops from his Face; 
he would cry, © This is nothing, terrible 
as it is, to the Hell I muſt ſuffer 1 in another 
World.“ 

His Children he e admoniſned 
to take Warning by their unhappy Father, 
not to trifle with their Souls, but to make 
ſure of an Intereſt in CHRIST: and to his 
:Relations who viſited him, he preached 
like a Boanzrcts the Terrors of the Lozp, 
and urged his own Experience as the awful 
Proof. He manifeſted the moſt lively 
Concern for all who came about him, leſt 
they ſhould fall into the ſame Condemna- 
tion, in which he conſidered himſelf; and 
never ceaſed urging the Importance of 

Kriendn P 1 Go upon a dying Bed. 
Us: JAH, 
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Varga, who vifited the departing! Cu. * 


vas the conſtant Attendant on the diſtreſſ- 
ed Nicanos, whom he endeavoured to 
comfort and encourage, by ſetting before 
him the Mercy, Love, and Faithfutneſs of 
God to his Saints. Nicanor refuſed to be 
comforted | his Heart, he ſaid, had never 
been right with Gop : whatever Hope he 
had formerly entertained, it was plain he 
had deceived himſelf. | | 
When URIjAH ſaw from the Nature of 
NicAxoR's Temptation, it was impoſſible 
to comfort him by referring to any Thing 
paſt, he changed his Method, and admit- 
ted that what NicANoR accuſed himſelf of 
might be true: he therefore preached the 
Goſpel to him, as to one who had never 
known the Lorp; and ſet before him the 
free Grace of Gop, and the Power and 
Willingneſs of the Lok D Ixsus, to ſave the 
Chief of Sinners, and that even at the 
_ eleventh Hour. N1canor's Diſtreſs was not 
attended with a ſullen gloomy Deſpair, but 
with ardent lively Deſires after Salvation : 155 
he prayed inceſſantly for it, and intreated 
all who viſited him to pray for him: he 
had therefore an Ear for the glad Tidings, 
and 


„„ 
and they caught his Attention as an Object 
of Hope. 

Ne continued to urge Jols Objections and 
Fears, leſt the Salvation was not for him. 
One Day, UriJan, wearied with fruitleſsly 
anſwering Objections ; addreſſed him with 
more than common Earneſtneſs on the 
heinous Nature of the Sin of Unbelief, and 

_ cloſed his Addreſs with that bleſſed Por- 

tion, The Spirit and the Bride, ſay come: and 
let him that heareth ſay come: and whoſoever 
will, let him come, and take of the Waters of 

| Life freely. NicanoR muſed, changed 

Countenance, and was agitated : thoſe pre- 

| ſent, ſuppoſed that one of his grievous Pains 

had ſeized him, and ran to ſupport him: but 
what was their Surpriſe and Joy, nn his 
Tongue found Utterane? 

He broke out in rapturous Praiſe and 
Admiration, of the free Grace and. dying 
Love of the LoxDp Jrs&us; and blam- 
ed himſelf for that Unbelief and Blind- 
neſs, which had cauſed him to object to 
Mercy, which now ſhined into his Heart, 
clear as the Light of Day. He called upon 
all about him to join with him in praiſing 
the Lord, and continued to his Death, 
"which was but a. few Days after, (peaking 

of 


: [ORE ol 
of Jrsus, to all who came to him; erho-: 
ing them to believe on the precious Sa vi- 
ouUR ; © for 1,” ſaid he, © have obtained 
Mercy. The Enemy made two or three 
Efforts to involve his Soul in Darkneſs 
again; but his gracious LorD ſtood by, and 

delivered him. An excruciating Pang at 
laſt, put an End to his Sufferings, and re- 
moved him beyond the Reach of Trouble. 

Return with me, SyNTYCHE, to the 
Banks of the River. Our holy Pilgrims 
are ſafely landed on the Side next the HoLy 
City. The miniſtering Spirits receive them 
with Gladneſs; and having left their mor- 
tal Incumbrances in the River, they aſcend 
with Agility through the Regions of the 

Air, ſweetly talking with their heavenly 
Companions, of the Glory of the Kixe, to 
whom, and the Happineſs of the Place to 

which they are going. 

Theſe, my dear Friend, are the Begin- 
nings of thoſe Things which Eye hath nat 
feen, nor the Ear fully beard, nor the Heart 
conceived : but, which Gop hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him. Shall diſembodied Saints 
alone enjoy ſuch Converſation ? With An- 
gels thus to converſe, is indeed their ſpecial 
n but why ſhall not Saints con- 
| vrt, 
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ele together on the ſame Süden and 
make them a Song for the Houſe of bir 
| Pilgrimage?" E 


e . n is that + tals, happy Place, 
Where Sin no more defiles; _ 
„ Where God unveils his bliſsful Face, 


cc And looks, and loves, and Smiles. 


« Where IEsus, Sox or Man, and Gp, 
„ Triumphant from his Wars, * 
« Walks in rich Garments dipp'd in Blood, 
„And ſhews his n enn. 


« Where 3 Se ſound God's Pri 
„ Th' angelic Hoſts among: 
« Sing the rich Wonders of his Grace: 
od * Iss us leads the Song.“ 


What a Welcome do the Pilgrims re- 
ceive from the ſhining Hoſts which come 
out to meet them? With what Triumph 
are they eſcorted towards the City of the 
Garrar Kino? Thus was the Beggar La- 
'ZARUS, Who on Earth found more Kind- 
neſs from Dogs than Men, thus, we are 
told, was he carried by Angels to ABRA- 
"naM's Boso. Thus ſhall it be done to 
the Man whom the Kine delights to Ho- 

3 nour: 
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Hour: for this W have all his Saints. 
Glows not thy Heart, my Friend, at the 
Idea? Say to the Children of Pride, Ye 
may deſpiſe me, and paſs me here with 
Scorn, and even diſdarn to ſet me with the Dops 
of your Flocks: Say to the Children of Self- 
Righteouſneſs, who cry, Stand by, for I am 
tbolier than thou, Mock on; and fay, Let 
the Lokp be glorified : for he ſhall appear 1 
my Foy, and ye ſhall be aſhamed. Tur the 
-Lorp will comfort Zion: be doill comfort all 
ber waſte Places, he will mate her-Wilderneys 
like Eden, and ber Deſert like the Garden of 
the Lon p. Foy and Gladneſs ſhall be found 
therein, Thank/piving and the Voice of Melody. 
See, my SynTYCHE, the Men are at che 
Sate of the City, and reading the Inſerip- 
tion over it. Bleſſed are they that do bis 
Commandments, that they may bave right to 
the Tree of Life, and may enter in egy the 
Gates into the City. 


5 Thoſe holy Gaal for ever bar 
“ Follution, Sin, and Shame: — 
* None, ſhall obtain Admittance there, 


% But Follow'rs of the Lamb.“ 
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See, my Friend,. the 'Men call at. he 
Gate, and are anf wered—they deltver in 
their CzrTIrICaTss,.) the Proofs of that 
Faith that worketh by Love: that Faith, 
whoſe Principle, Object, and Fruit, has 
been the ſame under every * 75 BY 


whether PATRIARCHAIL, Mos Ale, 
Pnophzrie, or EvAxCELICATI. Their 


Cxxriricarrs are carried to the Kin, 
who recogniſes his own Seal, wherewith 
his Servants were ſealed unto eternal Redemp- 
lion. He commands to open the Gate, 


 « that the righteous Nation,” ſaid he, « that 
 keepeth the' Truth may enter in. | 


_ Behold, SynrTycus, the Pilgrims enter: 
they. are transfigured to the Likeneſs of the 
Celeſtial Glory: as Kings and Prieſts unto | 


God, they have Crowns on their Heads, 
and Harps in their Hands, and their Gar- 
ments ſhine like the Sun. Never did they 


ſo ſing in their moſt joyful Days of Pil- 
grimage as now. Bleſſing, and Honour, 


and Glory, and Power, be to him that Hitteth 


upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever.” 
Let us, with the holy Dreamer, look in 

after them. Bleſſed Gop! what a raviſh- 

ing Sight! The City ſhines like the Sun, 


E 7 


and the Streets are paved with Gold: the | 


bleſſed Inhabitants are all crowned, all 
bear Palms as Conguerors through the Blood 
of the Lamb: and all have Harps to praiſe 
| him. Hark! how: the burning Seraphim 
cry, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord! Well 


might the good Man wiſh TT n 4 


them. 


Of IRAN CE, we have a PA's |. 


ſpoken, and anticipated his Cataſtrophe: 
let us leave him then at the Door in the 
Side-of the Hill, and be careful we do not 
follow him; but be Followers of them, who 


through Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 


_ mſes. 
What muſt we do to follow them? As 


Clouds of Witneſſes, they all bear Teſtimo- 


ny; that we muſt lay aſide every Weight, anD 
THE SIN THAT DOTH MOST EASILY BESET 


us. Me muſt run with, Patience the Race 
which is ſet before us, looking to Jesvs, the 
AUTHOR and FINISHER of our Faith. 


Prince of Peace, and Loxp of Life, 
„Give us agonizing Strife; 
“Life divine in us renew, 


Thou, the Gift and Giver too.“ 


3 
3 — 1 
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Had we only to -confider our own uf. 
ficiency, as oppoſed to the Greatneſs of 
the Conflict, e might well cry out, Lozp, 
who then can be ſaved: ? But Jxsus is Alpha. 
and Omega ; let us truſt in him, whoſe 
Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs: — 
, Though we have every Thing to diſcourage 
us in ourſelves, we have every Thing te 
animate us in his Word. Courage then, 
my Brother: let us preſs forward Toward 
the Mark of the Prize of our high Calling of 
Do in CHRIST IEsUVs. He, be Capluin e, 
onr | Salvation, as made Perfect — wy” 


3 


ic By Baith we ſee the Glory, 

% Towhich he ſhall reſtore us; 
he Croſs deſpiſe, for that kick Prize 

' © Which he has ſet before us. 


And if he coutit'us Worthy, 
We each as dying Stephen; 
« Shall fee him and, at God's fight Hand, 
2 To take us "Pp to Heaven.” 
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Scarce can I entertain a Hope A ſing 


my Srxrrchz, till we meet — Friend 
5 of 
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of my Heart, and Brother of my 


neither of us be miſſing in the Kingdom 
of Gov! , A” Eo. 
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Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be with thee, 


is the fervent and affectionate Prayer 
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ANDRONICUS. 
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